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Foreword

The Bahai Movement has beer a salient fac-
tor of the world's progress since 1844, when
its purposes were first announced in Shiraz,
Pegsia, by Alt Moharmomed, later called the
Eah.

It has proclaimed always that this is the day
for the umty of wmankind, both religiously and
pohitically. The Bab foretold the advent of a
great Messenger, who would hecome known to
ail men as the Glary of God, or Baha Oilah,
whose message would hring about the federa-
ticn of the world, and the universal recogni-
fion of the brotherhood of man in the Father-
haol of God

Baha Ollah was recognized in 1863, as inl-
hlling the Bah's prophecy: he proclaimed the
coming of the terrible war of 1914, and the
“Most Great Peace” which would follow it
He passed away i 18g2, in the prison town of
Acca, Syria, where he had been confmed by
the order of the Sultan since 1866, leaving, as
leader of the movement his iHlumined teaching
had created in many lands, his oldest son, who
taok the title of Abhdul Baha, or the Servant
of (rod.

This movement has been terribly persecuted
in both Persia and Turkey on account of its
marked diverzence from the tenets of ortho-
dox Mohamimedanism, and i spite of its m-



sistence upon non-resistance and the univer-
sality of religious truth

Abdut Baha was set free from prison in
1968, and in igr2 traveled through the United
otates and FEurope, speaking widely upon
Peace, and the Ulnity of the world. He
warned people of the threatening war of 1014,
which he said could only be aveided by such
an access of unity anpd love as would eliminate
the abuses of the Ol World.

He foretold however the coming of a divine
civilization, which would establish justice upon
earth, and bring permanent peace to mankind,
The era of force is past, he said, the era of
love s dawnmg,



The World of Abdal Baha

There is a world pictured in the words of
ABdiil"Baha which 18 gnlike anything mankind
lias ‘known before, It is not the paradise of
the socialist, the dream of the single-taxer,
the empire of the capialist, nor the arrogant
scheme of the 1. W. W. agitator. [t contains
however the idealism of the first, the humani-
tarian zeal of the second, the organization of
the third, and the underlying brotherhood of
the last. It exemplifies order and power dom-
mated Ly love, and expressing the unified in-
telligence of the people,

osoclalismm has bhecame so intellectualized or
militarized that it {fails in guarantceing the in-
dividual liberty so dear to the dream of the
human heart, and the hasic feature of every
truly humanitarian scheme. That wonderful
word Unity, the basis of the spiritnal and ecao-
nomic teaching of the great Bahat Movement
penetrates all the utterances of Aldul Baha in
regard to the future of mankind, To him, the
economig question 1s the welfare of humanity,
and from the humblest worker of any color
to the most bloated capitalist—he never for-
gets any member of the “hody politic.”

“The Babhai Movement is not an organiza-
tion., You can never organize the Bahai Cause.
The Bahai Movement is the spirit of this ages,
It 15 the Hssence of all the highest ideals of
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this century, The Bahai Cause 15 an inclusive
movement ; the teachings of all the religions
and societies are found here; the Christians,
Jews, Buddhists, Mohammedans, Zoroastrians,
Theosophists, Free Masons, Spiritualists, etc.,
find their highest aims in this Catse, — the
Socialists and philosophers find their theories
fully developed 1in this Movement.”

Moreover it contains what 15 never found in
a merely theoretical or philosophic teaching,
which touches only the mtelliect and leaves the
..peart unstirted. Abdual Baha says:

““There 1s a power 1in this Cause, — 3 myste-
ricus power, far, far, away from the ken of
men and angels. The invisible power is the
canse of all these outward activittes. It
administers the complicated affairs of fhe
cause. It mspires the friends. It dashes into
a thousand pieces all the forces of opposition,
[t creates wew spirifua! wworlds, This is a
mystery of the Kingdom of Abha”

To the casual reader these words may seem
strange, especizlly m what is intended as an
economic discussion.  But in reality they ex-
press the hope of the world, and an assurance
for the future of humanity.

During the visit to America of Abdul Baha
in g1z, he had numerous interviews with
many varieties of people, some of which were
especially illustrative of his own social teach-
igs and habits, Two of these may be related
with advantage, becayse they reveal that source
of inspiration which is above all significant in
economic theory. A system which springs
only from the brain, no matter how well
schooled and experienced 1t may be, never
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covers the vast circumference of human need.
To accomplish that, it must find its rise in
the infinite fountain of the human heart, whose
source is inexhatstible.

It happened that Abdul EBahz was enters
tained in Washington by one of the diplomatic
circle. This luncheon was given in his henor,
and planned and carried out with ali the grace
and distinction which accompanies such a
function ordinarily. One remembers always
that at an enterlainment of this sort, the guests
are seated according to their rank, and ex-
treme care must therefor be taken with the ar-~
ratngement of the table,

Among the followers of Abdyl Baha in
Washington is a dark skinned gentleman of the
Negro race, an employé of the government, a
man of culture, and widely loved by many
people, but owing to the irrational prejudice
against color m this country, banned from
many assemblages of people, On the day of
this loncheon this gentleman — Mr.  Louis
Gregory - received an  invitation from Ab-
dul Baha to mcet him at the house where the
funcheon was to be given about an hour be-
fore the appointed function. Mr. Gregory felt
considerable surprise at the invitation knowing
the plans for the day, which apparently did
not include himseHd. He was obliged to accept
however, and Abdul Baha met him with his
usual kindness, and proceeded to talk general-
ities with him for an hour, when suddenly the
butler appeared at the door, announcing,
“Luncheon is served!”

Abdul Baha rose quickly, according to his
habit, and left the room, leaving Mr. Gregory
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somewhat disturbed, — was he dismissed, or
should he await the return of his host?  Abdul
Baha however arriving in the dining room,
paused suddenly, and then exclaimed in rather
a loud voice, in English, “Where is my friend
Mr, Gregoryr’ addiwng, “My friend Mr. Gre-
gory must hanch wiath me!”

There was only one thing to do under the cir-
cumstances, for Ahdul Baha is the gentle host,
wherever he 1s present, so the butler went in
search of Mr. Gregory, while Abdul Baha ap-
proaching the carefully appointed table, began
to push back the mu]tltudmﬂus i-:nw-:s and
forks and glasses, to ingke a place beside him-
self for Mr. Gregory, ignoring utierly the deli-
cate laws of precedence which dominate a
function of this character,

The dark skinned gentleman thus established
in the seat of honor, Ahdul Baha procceded to
entertiin fhe assembled company, talking to
all with such adorable tact, humeor and spiritual
wisdom, that each guest was presently su-
premely happy, and guite unable to remember
anything so stupid as social pre;udlce All
were umted for the moment it the spirit of
brotherhood, and thus through one action Ab-
dui Baba did more than could have been ex-
opressed in many manuals of humamitarian phi-
losophy.

‘v‘s"hﬂe in akland he oecupied a spacious
mansion where his time was fully consumed
in sceing many people who sought his counsel
and attention. {In one occasion a reception
had been arranged for him by the Mavor of
Berkeley, and it was considered of the utmost
importance that he should be present promptly
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at this function, as many influential people had
been invited to meet him there, including the
president, and members of the faculty of the
university of California. As the hour ap-
proached however, and the automobile honked
its appeal from without, Abdul Baha remained
unconcernedly dictating Ietters or receiving
friends, until at length one of his secretaries
announced that a fresh visitor had joined the
crowd always waiting below for an interview,
and was anxicus to see him,

This secker was 3 poor man, richer in ideas
than dollars, such as one encounters frequettly
on the Pacific coast, He had read an account
of Abdul Baha's visif in the newspapers, and
craved the happiness of a personal contact
with this Educator of mankind. But Alas!
He was hfteens miles from San Francisco, and
bad ot hve cents to pay strect car fare to the
city. So he set out to walk the distance, and
appeared at last before the desired doorway,
disheveled, dusty, weary, but full of eager-
ness,

Abdul Baha meanwhile had been penetrated
by the eagerness, —it is not in vain that we
send forth earnest thought toward the goal of
our accomplishment! So he Iet the hour go by
for the reception by the mayor of Berkeley
and the President of the university, realizing
that the heart beating under the dusty coat
must be satisfied first. He lingered therciore
until the hurrying footsteps of his approaching
guest had crossed the threshold, and as he
greeted him he took both his hands and said:
"1 waited for you!l”

He did not cut short the interview, but lef:
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the new friend filled with the sense of wel-
come and the consciousness of established re-
lationship with Abdul Baha., Then he an-
nounced his readiness to leave for Berkeley,
and strange to say he was not {ate at the re-
ception. Everythmg had conspired to delay
the Mayor's arrangements, and the function
was just beginning as Abdul Baha stepped
from his car,

These stories suggest to us an element which
has been lacking recently in our economic sys-
tems. On whatever basis they are {founded,
whether radical or conservative in their char-
acter, they bring to us a dry series of statisti-
cal compilations, which however necessary
are not sufficient or compelling, In digesting
them we forget the human anguish that must
be banished, the human joy that must be cre-
ated and increased. We are drniven back, be-
hind Sir Thomas Moore and his Utopia even,
to Saint Francis of Assist and Saint Au-
gustine, back of these to the early days of
Christianity and Mohammedanism, both fra-
grant with a divine freshness of new life, to
find that intimate connection of man himself
with the systemn that supplies his needs, which
is essential and ideal. Abdul Baha has re-
stored this to the world, and in all that he
savs of man in his relation to the world and
God, we feel this profound consciousness of a
divine scheme in material existence which
unites it inseparably with a divine counterpart,
so that the two can never fall asunder. We be-
come convinced therefore that the human world
is not cut off from the eternal one, that a pulse
is beating in the veins of men today insisting
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that the ideal he recognized, that it penetrate
human condittions until the evils of sordid
greed and mismanagement that have made life
a migsery are banished forever from earthly
existence,

“All are egual 1n the estimation of God,
their rights are onc, amd there 1s no distinction
for any soul, all are protected beneath the
justice of God.”

Meanwhile in the teaching of Abdul Baha
the “Justice of God” becomes, not a formula,
but a living principle, speaking in the heart of
man, and creating reahty. So he bas uttered
many scntient generalities, i describing the
IHvine Civihization, which he declares it 15 the
special duty of the peaple of this day to estab-
lish, as when he says for instance, “"Poverty
mist be eliminated,” and then insists that a
society  which permits the exploitation and
degradation of human life does not deserve
the natme of civilization. He has not paused
at generahties, however, but has spoken many
speciic  truths  pointing to the direct path
whiclh manlkind s already entering, and which
hinman progress must follow i order to real-
1ze the true ideal.

In studying Abdul Baha's economic teaching
however one must remember that he is not a
university professor of cconomics with a
theory to explain, nor the partisan exponent
of a cult, bhut a great world refoermer bringing
to the human heart the positive vision of the
coming fime, e has not written a single
treatise like Progress and Powverty, Das Kapi-
tal, ovr Lnto This Lasé, but he expresses in his
utterances the mighty urge that iz hehind all
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of these, and is pushing the good impuise of
every human heart into activity,

A number of years ago, in writing a New
Years Greeting to America, Abdul Baha ex-
pressed his hope of the future, saying: “Now
i5 the heginning of a new c}ri:fe of Reality, a
new Cycle, a new Age, a new Century, a new
Time, and 2 new Year. Therefors it is very
biessed.,” He added that he wished this bless-
ing to be mamfest in the faces and lives of
lus followers, “so that they too may become
a new people, and having found new life, and
been baptised with fire and spirit, may make
the world a new world, to the end that the old
world may disappear, and the new earth ap-
pear, old ideas depart, and new thoughts
come; old garments be cast aside, and new
garments bhe put on, ancent politics, whose
foundation is war be discarded, and modern
politics, founded on peace raise the standard
of victory; the new star shine and gleam, and
the new sun flluminate and radiate, —that the
new will follow the new,-—and all the old
furnishings and adornments be cast aside, and
new decorations put in their places.” He con-
tinues his picture of world transiormation,
until as he says, “the flash of hatred become
the flame of the love of God, and the voice of
the gun, the voice of His Kingdom, the sol-
diers of death the soldiers of Iife: all the
nations of the world one nation, all races one
race, all national anthems harmonized into one
melody,  Then this material realm will be a
Paradise, the earth Heaven, and the world of
Satan hecome the world of angels.”

In Abdul Baha's vision of mankind the ideal
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should not be separated from the material, ex-
cept in the clear conception of the two. They
must become incorporated, for the ideal is in
fact the real, and the manifestation of the lat-
ter depends upon our recognition of the ideal.
So when be had completed his tour of the
western world and was about to return to the
Orient, the editor of the Asiatic Review asked
him to give his impressions of western civili-
zation, feeling that the concept of the great
occidental  civilization formed by an  illu-
mined Oriental teacher who had come into it
after long years of confinement in the prisons
of the Sultan, would be most enlightening,
Thus Abdul Baha wrote the elognent article
which appeared in the Asiatic Quarterly Re-
view of April 1913, In the heginning he says:
“The western world has made extraordinary
progress i material civilization, bot divine
civilization is well nigh forgotten, This is the
result of the submission of all human thought
to the world of nature.” Then he goes on in a
striking analysis of human progress, showing
that the struggle for existence, or the hase
process which we caill competition has become
the dominant note in all the social intercourse
of mankind, “and this is the cause of war and
strife, hatred and animosity among human
betngs.” He proceeds to tell us that though
nature is bloodthirsty, egoistic and selfish,
the. scul-man is capable of nobler gqual-
ities, which manifest themselves as the divine
Word reaches his consciousness, and rouses
him to loftier comprehension of the meaning
of existencer This is why the divine messen-
gers, such as Christ, Mohammed and Baha
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Olah have appeared again and again,— and
must always continue to rise amontg mankind,
m order that the soul of man may he freed
from the entanglements of the mere earthly
existence, and learn to dominate matenal life
by the nobier powers of the ideal conscious-
11855,

Religion has degenerated inte theory and
creed ; Abdul Baha teaches us that it must be-
come the trae and irresistible force of eivili-
zation, In this way competition will disappear
to be replaced by cooperation. “Religion must
lecome the means of love and amity, it must
proclaim the onetess of the world of homan-
ity.” After this he peoints out the difference
hetween  matenad and  spirituzl  education,
showing us that material education merely
provides the outer framework of life, assuring
our material comfeort and ad»aﬂtagt: but in
fact these do not produce happiness.  Sur-
rounded by every luxury, a man may never-
theless he perfectly miserable, His soul is
sick, and he is so badly edncated that he does
not even know he has a soul! So Abdul Baha
again points us o the mission of the great
Messengers of God, which is to show us for
instance that happiness can not flow from a
material comfert and progress founded upon
injustice and oppression, — such is only the
happiness of the animal world, “while the hap-
piness of the human world is dependent wpon
the virtues of the world of humanity, the love
of God, the knowledge of Ged, equality be-
tween the people, justice and equtt}r amd ideal
communication between hearts”  This is what
Abdul Baha calls religion, and as is evident, it
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1s quite different from the image that rises in
the conventional mind at its mention.

Abdui Baha's conclusion is most hopefunl for
us. He savs: “A new era of divine conscious-
ness i3 upon 4Ws. The world of homanity 1s
going through a process of transformation, —
a new racc 1s bemng developed. The thoughts
of human brotherhood are penetrating all re-
gions, — new ideals are stirmng the depths of
hearts, and a new spirit of universal conscious-
ness 15 being felt by all men”

Many tunes in other utterances Abdul Baha
refers to this new consciousness, — the feeling
of “togetherness” which makes us suffer with
the suffering of aothers, and determine to ban-
ish injustice from the world, This 1 the
foundation of the divine civilization which 1s
to govern the mapmiicent progress of the
future world. It ts coming, and its traces are
visible in spite of zll the unrest, the wrongs
and negualities of our present existence,

Here is the full text of the article published
i the Aswetie Quarteriy Revtew:

On the Importance of Divine
Civilization
By Appur Bama

During this journey it has become manifest
and evident to me that the Western world has
made extraordinary progress in material civil-
ization, but Divine civilization is well-nigh for-
gotten,
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This is the result of the submission of all
human thought fo the world of nature.

All that one observes in the Western Hemi-
sphere are the appearances of the material
world and not of the Divine waorld.

As there are many defects in the world of
natare the lights of Divine civilization are
hidden, and nature has hecome the ruler over
ali things.

In the world of npature the greatest
dominant note i3 the struggle for existence —
the result of which is the survival of the fit-
test. The law of the survival of the fittest is
the origin of all difficultics. It is the causc of
war and strife, hatred and animosity, between
hutnan beings,

In the world of nature there is tyranny,
egoism, aggression, overbearance, usurpation
of the rights of others and other blameworthy
attributes which are the defects of the animal
world, Therefore, so long as the require-
ments of the natural world play paramount
part among the children of men, success and
prospernty arc impossible. For the success and
prosperity of the human world depend upon
the qualitics and virtues with which the real-
ity of humanity is adorned; while the exigen-
cies of the natural world work against the
realization of this ohject.

Nature is warlike, nature is bloodthirsty,
nature is tyrannical, nature is ynaware of His
Highness the Almighty. That is why these
crue] qualities are natural to the ammal world.

Therefore His Highness the Lord of man-
kind, having great love and mercy, has caused
the appearance of the prophets and the revela-
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tions of the holy books, so that through Di-
vine education the worid of humanity may be
released from the corruption of nature and
the darkness of ignorance; he confirmed with
ideal virtwes, the susceptibilities of conscious-
ness and the spiritual attributes, and become
the dawning-place of merciful emotions. This
is Ihvine cwvilization. To-day in the worid
of humanity materizl civilization is like noto
a lamp of the wutmost transparency, but this
[amp —a thousand times Alas!—1is deprived
of light. This light i3 Divine civilization, .
which is instituted by the Holy Divine Mani-
festations.

This century is the century of light. This
century 1s the century of the appearance of
rezlity. This century is the century of uni-
versal progress.

A hundred times Alas! That ignorant preju-
dices, uvnnatural differences and antagonistic
and inmimical principles are yet digplayed by
the nations of the world toward one another,
thus causing the retardation of general prog-
vess. This retrogression comes from the fact,
that the principles of Divine civilization are
completely abandoned, and the teachings of
the prophets of God are forgotten,

For instance, it is the clear text of the Otd
Testament, that all humanity are the creatures
of God. They are under the protection of the
Almighty., “The devil” had nothing to do with
their creation, It 15 the text of the New Test-
ament that the sun of God shines wpon the
iust and the unjust alike. It 15 hikewise writ-
ten m the Koran, “Thou shalt not see any
difference in the creations of thy Lord.” These
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expresstons, which convey the same idea, are
the foundation of the Holy Divine Manifesta-
tions of God.

A thousand times Alas! that misunderstand-
ing has completely uprooted this basis.

Firstly, relumion must become the means of
love and oty ; secondly, 1t must proclaim the
oneness of the world of humanity,

Bat the leaders among the people have
cansed 1t to become the means of hatred and
enmity. Por the last 6,000 years there has been
bloodshed and rapacity amongst the children
of men. These blameworthy attributes are
the manifestations of the animal nature, Out-
wardly it has been called religious prejudice,
racial prejudice and patriotic prejudice. Men
have taken an axe and cut through the root of
the tree of huwmamty. A hundred thousand
times Alast

In short I have travelled throughout many
countries in the Western world, especially
America, In many ng churches and large
meetings [ proclaimed the eneness of the world
of humanmity m accord with the teachings of
His Holiness Baha'o'llah., 1 promoted the
principle of universal peace, and with resonant
voice I summoned ali to enter into the King-
dom of God,

I said: Praise be to God that the Sun of
Reality has shone forth with the utmost bril-
liancy from the Eastern horizon. The regions
of the world are flooded with 1ts glorous
light. There are many rays to this Sun.

The hrst ray 1s heavenly teachings.

The second ray is the oneness of the world
of humanity.
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The third ray is the establishment of um-
versal peace,

The f{fourth ray is the investigation of
reality.

The ffth ray is the promotion of universal
fellowship.

The sixth ray is the inculcation of Divine
love through the power of religion.

The seventh ray is the conlormity of religion
with science and rcason.

The eighth ray is the abandonment of religi-
oig, racial, patriotlc and political prejudices.

The ninth ray is the orgamzalion of edu-
cation.

The tenth ray is the organization of the
arbitral court of justice, or the Farliament of
Man, before the members of which all the in-
terpational  and  mver-povernmenial problems
are arbitraled.

The eleventh ray is the equality of the sexes
—the giving of the same educational facilities
to women as to men, s that they may become
adorned with all the virtues of humamty.

The twelith ray is the sclution of the eco-
nomic problems of the world, so that each in-
dividual member of humamty may efjoy the
utmost comfort and well heng.

The thirteenth ray is the spread of an auxil-
iary world-language.

Just as the rays of the phenomenal sun are
mfmite, likewise the rays of the Sun of
Reality are infnite. The above summary only
contains a few rays.

The spreading of these rays will deliver the
worid of humanity from the darkness of ig-
norance, strangeness, and narroewness, and wiil



20

gyide it to the centre of all these rays. Then
the foundation of warfare and strife, ani-
mosity and hatred, will be destroyed from
amongst the people, and the misunderstandings
existing between the religions will be dispeiled.
The foundation of the rehgions of God is one,
and that is the ONENESS of the world of
humanity.

Praise be to Geod! while travelling in Amer-
ica [ found attentive ears. [ associated and
became intimate with many people. 1 ob-
served that their object is the spread of fel-
lowship amongst all people, and their highest
lhope 1s the extraordinary advancement of the
human world,  Similarly in London I met
many blessed and enlightencd souls who are
striving with heart and soul to crcate love
and amity between the various nations and
races. It 1s my hope that from day unto day
these lofty ideals may find greater spread, and
these philanthropic intentions may more and
more appear, so that all the nations of the
world may become the manifestors of merci-
ful attributes, and there may remain no strife
and ill-feeling amongst religions and commu-
nitics. This is the everlasting glory! This is
eternal prosperity! This is the paradise of
the world of humanity.

Education in the World of Humanity is
Divided Into Two Parts:

First—Material Education,
Second—Spiritual Education,

Material education confers upon man the
means of physical comfort; the complicated
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physical needs of humanity are assured and
matertal advancement is made possible 1in
warldly affairs, ¥Ior exampie, the European
nations, through the blessings of material edu-
gation, bhave made marvellous progress.

The founders of the school of material edu-
cation are the past and contemporary phi-
lesophers and thinkers.,  Scientists and invent-
ors through the application of their mental
faculties, hring forth upon the arena of exist-
ence wonderful enterprises and undertakings;
thus man enjoys the bhenefit of the labours i}f
these leaders of thought.

However, the teachings of these material
eduycators do nhot have effect m the world Df
morality, and if they display any cffect it s
very small, for material education 51mp¥y dl:+
velops the physical side of humanity, It is
incapatle of illumining the dark regions of the
great world of morality. : Eternal beatitude
is not made possibie through the spread of
material education.

Constder, after all, how the sphere of mate-
rial education is limited, Even if man satisfies
his greatest desires for material comfort he is
but like unto a bird! Imagine the happy state
of a bird which flies in the immesnsity of
space, hops from one branch to another, and
btnlds  its nest upon  the loftiest branch,
whence it can view the whole panorama of
nature spread Dbefore 1ts eyes —a scene of
ravishing beauty and enchantment. Its tiny
nest is more beautiful than a King's most
sumptuous palace, TIts wealth consists of all
the seeds in the felds, of the cooling springs
flowing from the breast of the mountains, and
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of the green meadows, This is the highest
point of physicai bliss and enjoyment, which
1s made possible in a more perfect manner
for the birds of the fields than for mes.
These things are prepared for them withowst
any hard labour or suffering, They know not
sorrow, neither any danger or fear, such as
men experience in their lives. In the utmost
gase and happiness they live,

Such, then, is the happiness of the animal
world. But the happiness of the human world
comes from the virtues of the world of hu-
manity, which enjoyment the animals know
not of. That comes from the extension of
the range of wvision, the excellencies of the
world of humanity; the love of God, the
knowledge of CGod, equality between the peo-
ple, justice and eguity and ideal ¢ommunica-
tionn between hearts,

These are the principles upon which the
structure of human happimess s built. Spirit-
ual education consists of the inculcation of
these ideals of Divine morality, promotes these
high thoughts, This spiritsal education is
made possibie through the power of the Holy
spirtt. As long as the breath of the Toly
Spirit does not display any influence, spirit-
ual education s not obtamed; whereas if a
soul 15 nspired by the Hely Spirit, he will
be enabled to educate a nation.

Consider the rtecords of bypone sphiloso-
phers: the utmost that they could do was to
educate themselves. The circle of their influ-
ence was very Limited; all that they could do
was ta instruet 3 few pupils,. Of course a
type was the influence of Plato and Aristotie.
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These philosophers were only able to train a
limited number of peopie. But those souls
who are assisted hy the breath of the Holy
Spirit can educate a nation, The prophets of
God were neither philosophers nor celebrated
for their genius, Outwardly they belonged to
the common people, but as they were encir-
cled with the all-comprehending power of the
Hoiy Spirit, they were thus enabled to impart
a general education to all men. T or instance,
His Hoiiness the Christ and His Holiness Mo-
hammed were not among the thinkers of the
age, neither were they counted great gen-
iuses; but through the power of the Holy
Spirit they were able to confer universal in-
struction upon many nations.

They illumined the world of morality. They
iaid the foundation of a spiritnal sovereignty
which 15 everlasting, Similarly with those
souls who have entered the Tabernacle of the
Cause of God, Although not important in
appearance, yet everyone 18 confirmed in stim-
ulating the cause of general moral instruction.
Therefore it has become evident that real
spiriteal universal edacation cannot be real-
ized save through the breath of the Holy
Spirit.  Man must not look at his own capa-
tilities, but think of the power of the Holy
Spirit,

In this age His Holiness Bahka'n'llah has
breathed the Hely Spirit into the dead body
of the world, consequently every wesk soul is
strengthened by these fresh Divine ount-breath-
ings - every poor man will become rich, every
darkened soul wili become iflumined, every
ignorant one wili become wise, because the



24

confirmations of the Holy Spirit are descend-
ing like unto torrents. A new era of Divine
consciottshess is upon us. The world of hu-
manity is going through a process of transfor-
mation. A hew race is being developed. The
thoughts of human hrotherhood are permeating
all regions. New ideals are stirring the
depths of hearts, and a new spirit of universal
consciousness is being profoundly felt by all

men.
Translated from the original Persian by
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab,

Many vears ago Abdul Baha wrote a mar-
velioys little bosk which is now translated
under the title of The AMysterions Forces of
Cizilization.  issued anopymously, it was in-
tended at first for the Mohammedan public of
Persia and Turkey, and circolated i the
cheapest forms, sometimes printed, somettmes
copied in long hand, and then typed. 1t passed
fn:am hand to hand, and mind to mind, carsy-
ing everywhere the lovely message of hrothet-
heod and mutusal service, and instilling into
the heart of the reader the feeling that relig-
ion, ng matter what name it bears, ts always
the avenue of helpfulness and the hasis of
civiltzation, and that as all religions have been
this, ali are equaily from God. That the great
Saviours of mankind, Moses, Zoroaster, Christ,
Mohammed, have brought a stir to humanity
resulting in vivid development along all lines,
that in fact wvirtue is not the goody-goody
quality ¢of mediccre minds, but the integral
and dynamic source of all progress,

No one can read this heavenly little book
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and remain a fanatic or a hater of any relig-
ion, and though written for a Mohammedan
ubiic, it draws mearly all its illgstrations of
oty living, and human perfection not from
the iife of Mohammed with whom its readers
were comparatively famliar, bat from Christ,
whom they were accustomed to regard as an
inferior prophet, though not so inferior as is
Mokammed in Christian estimation.

The wide reading of this exquisite story of
fife and true religion has so modifed the ac-
customed  istolerance of the Mohammedan
pubiic that when the Kaiser initiated his *Holy
War"” at the outset of the world struggle, ex-
pecting 2s a matter of course that as in the
days of the Crusades long ago, Mobammedan
would nise agamst Chrisuan, sword in hand,
and Engiand would be swiftly and easily de-
prived of her Oriental colosies, nothing fol-
lowed.

There was in fact no result of the sort. The
terrible massacre of the Armenians ensued,
under the potitical excuse of religious fanati-
cism, but there was no rising of Mohammedan
apainst Christian, The divine “togetherness”
of the little book had done its work, and this
new feeling had so penetrated the Mohamme-
dan mind that the Moslem could not kill a
Christian becanse of mere religious difference.
This fact alone is sufficient to show us the
folly of separating what we eall economic
systems from Gad. Most sociafists are frankly
agnostic, or materialist in their conception of
divinity, and to suggest to the average politi-
cian that he should take counsel with God
when imtlating his policies would rouse only
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derisive langhter in response. There are many
socialists today who do not even helieve 1n the
principle of altruism, who base their entire
system of equalization upon the selfishness of
human natire, which they do npot hesitate to
declare is its strongest power.

Sa it is very significant when Abdul Baha
says: “The body politic today is greatly in
need of 2 physician, It 1s similar to a human
hody afflicted with nervous ailments, A doc-
tor diaghoses the case, and then prescribes
treatment. He does not prescribe however,
until he has made the diagnosis, The disease
which afflicts the body politic 1s lack of fove
awd absence of altrursse.  In the hearts of men
no real love is found, and the contdition is such
that unless their susceptibilities are quickened
by some power, so that umty and accord may
develop within them, there can be no healing,
no agreement among mankind,  Love and
unity are the needs of the hody pohtic to day.”

Abdul Baha continued s comment, saying
that neither science nor racial prejudice nor
patriofism can provide restoration for this ill-
ness, which can only he healed through the
divine remedy— the spirttual teachings of the
rehgion of God.  “Therefore hold to these
heavenly agencics, which God has provided, so
that through the love of God this soul may be
established, this heart attachment realized, and
the light of the reality of unity be reflected
from you throughout the universe”

The sociahst as a rule has his mind fixed
definitely upon certain changes in the holding
and management of property, which will bring
happiness to mankind, and equalize social con-
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ditions, but Abdul Baha insists always that
two thmgs arc necessary to attain that end, the
_rousing of a mew consciousness in the human
mind, and the creation of new laws. Neither
is sufficient alone. Without the deeper  and
hore sensitive conscloisness founded upon
love, the improved lecgisiation cannot be imiti-
ated, or 1f it were brought into existence could
aot he exccuted.

When Abdul Baha was in the {inted States
in 1g12, he made very definite statcments 1n
recard to the economic changes that must take
place in our midst in order to establish & more
perfect commonweaith, and banish the evils
that have recently threatened even to dismem-
ber our demoeracy. It is most interesting to
observe that the changes which are now man:-
festing  themseives  everywhere are  exactly
along the lines indicated by Abdul Baba's pro-
phetic commmnent, It is as if he spoke the crea-
tive word, and this, written upon the ether of
our cotntry has touched all sensitive minds.

For instance, speaking to an inquirer in New
York he said: "You did a wonderfal thing
the United States in the ecivil war, when vou
abolished chattel slavery, but you must do a
maore wonderful] thing now, you must abolish
industrial slavery”

At that time there were not many people In
the United States, outside of the workers
themselves, and a few sincere students of
ecotiomnics who ktiew there was such a thing
as industrial slavery in the United States, but
this  llumined denizen of ortental prisons
knew it well, and declared itg aholition,

So it 7913 a sgrprising thing happened. The
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congress of the Uniled States appomted a
commission to investigate industrial conditions,
and stretching its long arm across the country
to Kansas City, Missouri, picked up Frank
Walsh to be its chairman. He was one of the
finest criminal lawyers of the community, a
man skilled in all the finesse of cross-examina-
tion, with no reverence for wealth or estah-
lished position, and capable as they say, of
getting the truth out of Satan himself.

FPresently th® commission was holding s
sittings in different sections of the republe,
investigating the enormities of child labor, the
wages of telephone giris, the status of dgrtcula-
turai workers, of dock men, steel men, mines
and miners, and everywhere the fearlcss acimen
of the chairman drew the drastic and unpleas-
ant truth from the most reluctant sources.
When the report was published a cry went up
from all the centres of wealth, Tt was cailed
distorted, exaggerated, revolutionary! Three
separate reports were hnally made, but that of
the chairman is now issued hy congress, so
that any citizen may have it and read in its
melancholy pages the shameful fact that in-
dustrial slavery is at the present moment a
hiot upon the fair surface of our country's
laws which we must erase,

Considerable legisiation has already resulted
irom the Commission's work, The passage of
minimum wage {aws for women it Various
states, the passage fnally of the Child Labor
Law, the Workmen's Compensation Law, the
Rural Credit’s Act are all more or less directly
due to the agitation concerning the investiga-
tions of the Commission. None of these laws
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are perfect, but all indicate the positive awak-
ening of consciousness to existing evils, and
the necessily for their removal. As a com-
munity we are no longer wrapped in the blind-
ness of a false optimism,  We confess that we
are suffering ivom huge 1lls which must be
eliminated. The process of economic reform
ceased temporarily with the advent of the
world war, but certain forees are still present
among us, with activity which promises a
fraitful return, and may perhaps be acceler-
ated by the feeling of increased “togetherness”
stimitlated by war experiences.

But the world is subject to waves of both
progress and reaction, and at the moment of
writitgr a tempest of such resction has leit its
impress uwpon the entire planet, including the
tnited States. As a result of this the Child
Labor law and the Minimum Wage law for
women have temporarily disuppeared, and an
amendment to the constitution permitting such
reguiations in future scems cssential,

It 15 cmriously inconsistent that a great body
of thinking people like those of tlus nomense
republic should hesitate at the enactment of
laws unguestionably aecessary for the protec-
tion of its children and citizens. Yot such is
the case, and the newspapers of the country,
under the guidance of selhish interests, have
puhlished misleading statements which have
prevented the readers from understanding the
true situation,

The industrial Court of Kansas has disap-
peared alss, owing to decisions of the Supreme
Court affecting its authority, owmg aiso to the
fact that capitalistic infinences of the state
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had too greatly controlled its jurisdiction, and
prevented its heneficent activity.

During his visit to the western world Alwdul
Baha was much shocked by the evidences of
dire poverty in the midst of excessive wealth
He said once in answer to a question: “The
time will come when a manufacturer of im-
mense wealth will not be allowed to leave all
of his property to his own family. ile will he
obliged by law to bequeath three quarters of
it to the workers who have assisted i the ac-
cunmlation of his riches”’

Later on, while the guest of a wealthy iam-
iy in Dublin, New Hampshiure, he gave an out-
iine of the future economic development 1n
this country which would result m far more
ideal conditions for the Hife of all classes,
Asked in regard to the conflict between capital
and labor, Abdul Baba sad that this problem
must e settled fovingly and sot by force.  Hs
solution lies along the lines of cooperation and
profit-sharing, and will he found in this way.
Employers, he said, will discover that strikes
can only be eliminated and the Lest service ob-
tained by taking their employes into their con-
fidence, and giving them a share not only in
the management of the business, but in the
profits as well. The employer must recogmze,
he declared, that the labor of the worker is
also capital, and must receive its valuation and
retgrm,  Men and women are no longer satis-
ficdd by accepting henefits from their employers.
They demand justice, and the age long conten-
(10t of the r:a;mahﬁt that hecause of the money
invested i s “my” husiness, must pass away.
‘Vhat is the use of a beautiful rest room in a
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factory when the houtrs are so long that the
worker has never a moment to remam there?

The great trusts, he said, would go, there
would be nothing left of thiem in the general
process of a new socabzation, Under the
more sensitive and loving consciousness of the
future, the exploitation of a great trust must
become an impossitality, and orgamzation for
the henefit of the many will replace the capi-
i_aliﬂtic organization for the sole profit of the

CW.

Abdul Baha says: “Now I want to teli yon
about the law of God. According to the divine
law no wages should be given to the employes.
MNay, rather, ndeed, they are pariners in every
work,”

“The gquestion of socialization is very im-
portant, It will not he solved by strikes for
wages, Al the governments of the worid
must be united and organize an assembly, the
members of which shogld he clected from the
parliaments and the nobles of the nations.
These must plan with mtmost wisdom and
power so that neither the capitalists suffer
from enormous losses, nor the laborers become
needy,  In the utmost moderation they should
malke the law, then announce to the pubhic that
the rights of the working people are to be
stromgly preserved.  Also the nghts of the
capitalist are to be protected.”

“"For instance the owners of properhes,
mines and factories should share their mmcomes
with their employés, and give a fairly certam
percentage of their products to their working-
men, in order that the employés may recewe
beside their wages, some of the general in-
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come of the factory, so that the employé may
strive with his soul i the work”

“In reality, so far, great injustice has be-
fallen the commeon people. Laws must be
made hecause 1t 15 mmpoessible for the laborer
to be satisfied with the present system.”

“The essence of this matter is that strikes
are conducive to destruction, but laws are the
cause of life. Laws must be framed {(ie. the
new laws of ideal justice}. Demands should
be accordmg to the laws, and not with strikes,
force, and harshness. Tonight you have
spoken of politics, but we are not accustomed
to talk politics. We speak about the world of
spirit, We speak of the wealth of the king-
dom, not of the wealth of the nether world.
Politics are obligatory matters, but eternal
happiness can not be obtained by force. Hap-
piness and force are impossible,  What s
meant hy hd]}pimas?‘ It means that the penp?e
should lhive according to the most perfect vir-
tues of the world of humamty, and the power
i the divine kingdom. This is one story and
that 1s another story,”

There are already many indications that the
econommc statements of Abdul Baha are find-
ing expression in the progress and socializa-
tion of American life. Sometimes this expres-
ston 15 not entirely ideal, but mixed with mer-
cenary motives, as for instance the steel trust
introduces a method of profit sharing among
its employes, partly to avert strikes and de-
stroy the power of the union, not purely from
a desire to estahlish justice. But public opinion
is compeiling the steel trust to do justice to
its tmen.
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The Shop Committee plan of the Amalga.-
mated Garment Workers 15 exactly in harmony
with the suggestion of Abdul Baha, Accord-
ing to this, all guestions concerning the man-
agement of the busmess, the condiiions and
wages of the workers, are decided by a central
committee 1 which employés and cmployers
are wnmted and in any difference, the deciding
vote 18 cast Dy an outside mun of wisdom and
authority, hke a professor in the economic de-
partment of Columbia University, whose word
15 an ultimatum; this plan has been in success-
ful action for many yeurs in the establishment
of Hart, Schaffner & Marx, and has given
complete satisfaction.

In the great commercial estabiishments of
Muacy, Wanamaker, and Altman in New York
and Philadelphia, and of Filene in Boston, as
well as in many enterprises of the west, the
mterests of the emplayés and their right of
participation 1n the prohits of the institution
have long been recognized, Filene is the pio-
neer in advancement along these lnes, and has
not only made a point of profit sharing, hut
has included his emgployés in the government
and discipline of the “hig store A “board”
is elected by the employés which has conlrol
af the working force in many ways, and no
one can be dismissed from the number of those
employed without the consent of this hoard.
No member of the firm morever is allowed to
be an officer of this board, so that its decisions
may remain as untrammeled as possible,

One of the most important and highly paid
employes of the big store is the “happiness
man,” who is there purely and simply to keep
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every onte within the walls as content as pos-
sible. Is not this the bheginning of Abdul
Baha'y definition of happiness? When he says:
“It means that the people should live accord-
ing to the most perfect virtues of the world of
humanity, and the power of the divine king-
dom;” for the contentment desired at Filene's
islﬂne founded upon justice and well being for
all. |

Perhaps the duties of the “happiness man”
at IFilenc's will e best iflustrated by an in-
stance of his activitics, It happened that there
was a girl among the employes who had the
repiitation of a trouble maker. One day the
fiead of her department came to the “happiness
man” in great excitement, “Now she will have
to got!” he declared, “this is the himit!” and
then followed a tale of hysteria and bad tem-
per which certainly secmced inexcusable,

But the “happincss man” had been thinking
about this particular girl, who usvally caused
harmeny by criticism of methods or person-
alities, i the department where she happened
to be. After an interview with her, in which
she had finally become calm, and enabled him
to understand what had taken place, he went:
up to the advertising department, where de-
signs were made of the various objects to be
pictured in the page displays of the daily
papets, and asked that this girt might be put
upon the force there, where origmal 1deas were
much desired. There was an immediate and
strenious refusal. The director sawd his force
was full, and besides he did not want that girl
under any circumstances. The “happmess
man” however msisted., He had been con-
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stdering the fact that this girl possessed an
original mind which she had never been able
to use to advanmage, and this probably had
heen bebmd all her trouble making proclivities.
It would be {ar better to provide it an outlet
than to condemn the girl to endless future
dificulties springing from the same cause, So
he msisted, saving: “I'll he responsible myself
for her salary the first weck, so that # wea't
come out of your department’s budeet, and
this is only experimental anyway. If she is
not  satisfactory, I'll move her again next
week.”

S0 the change was made, and the obnoxious
girl went {or the first time inte a place where
she did what she enjoyed, and where gouod
ideas were really at a premium, At the end
of the week the “happiness man” went back to
the director and said: “"Well, I'm much obliged
for your kindness in regard to Miss Blank,
hut 1 have found a place for her now in an-
other department,”

The director glanced at him with a lock of
profound disappomtment. “For heaven’s sake
maz,” he exclaimed, “Don’t take that girl away
from me, she's the best {'ve ever had!” And
Miss Blank stayed, and is now one of the most
highly paid women of the Filene employés,

The establishment thus illustrates the true
spirit of cooperation, not only the profit shar-
ing of money, but the sharing of interest and
feeling, the comglete recognition of the fact
that we ¢an not de our best, for ourselves or
oLhers, unless we are happy in the doing.

The great Altman store on Fifth Avenue, in
New York, has recognized the principle of
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profit sharing for some time, and several years
ago, when 1ts proprietor died, he left the hulk
of his fortune, to serve as a nucleus for the
carrying on of his huge enterprise as a co-
aperative busmess, m which a1l his employés
should share, and those who had been in Lis
employ for a certain number of years were
generously remembered in his will,

A most significant change has bepun to man-
tfest itself recently in the tone of business ad-
vertising and expression, in fact in all the com-
ment connected with business matters.  This
15 evidenced especially in the Trade journals
such as Homoen's H'erar. This periodical has
an immense ¢irculation among commercial es-
tablishments, and not only voices their seati-
ments, but 15 regarded by them as a valuable
means of suggestion.

A few years ago, one would discover noth-
ing i such journals but pure commercialisomn
There were endless mstructions as to the best
way to sell, the surest method of increasing
prohts, ete. The tone was that of commercial
grecd, with no consciousness of shame in its
expression, How to sell at the best advantage,
how to increase profits, stories of rapidly ac-
quired fortunes, how to excel in the mad
guest for money, these weare the slogans that
crowded the pages of trade publications. Now,
we find them talking about service, about the
duty a great commercial enterprise owes the
public, its employeés, its patrems, The fact is
insisted upon that a failure in either direction
wil finally bring financial foss to the instito-
tion, as to the ndividual, and that it pays to
be altruistic. In fact one sees insistence every-
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where upon the need of sympathy and good
feeling in every line of work, and recognition
of the truth that this is impossible without
mutual helpfulness. A few years ago such
ideas would have been termed “crazy!” from
a business slandpoint, but now even the hard
tieaded expert is compelled to incorporate them
it his finaneial processes.

Could there he a more telling illustration of
the “new consciousness” that is rising in the
heart of mankind? There iz a remarkable
school for saleswomen, carried on by Mrs.
Prince of Boston. Iis headquarters are in the
Woman's Industrial Union, and it is another
vivid iljustration of the same “consciousness.”
Some years ago Mrs, Prince was distressed at
the conditions of saleswomen everywhere, their
poverty, inefficiency, and the meagre reward
they rcceived for their work, She was hersell
a university gradoate, and the wife of a suc-
cessful physician, she had leisure and oppor-
tunity, and decided that the surest way to help
these girls was to render them more capable,
and therefore more valuable.

So she opened a school which has proved
eminently sticcessful. The graduates of this
instituiton are sought for all over the country,
They command better salaries than others, be-
cause their services are more efficient, and
wherever they go their influence tends to raise
the standard of the establishment oi which
they become a part, so that its morale is lifted,
hetter salaries are paid the employés, and a
new and more intimate relationship is estab-
lished between criployer and employé.

These traces of another conception of life mn
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its connection with business are evident all
over the United States, and side by side with
the persistent remainders of hardiisted greed
and rapacity, of movey getting to the exclusion
of all else, they offer nevertheless the surest
encouragement to the social observer, hecause
at their present rate of advancement they will
soann cover the entire field of fmancial enter-
prise, and create a new world.

While in Montreal in 1912 Abdul Baha gave
a remarkable talk to the Socialist cluby of that
city, in which he propounded some economic
truths, quite different from anything to which
the ¢lub members had listened previously. He
showed that the cconomic well-heing of every
community depends upon its agricultural con-
dition, and showed how each community must
orgamze its communal centre, from wlich all
its productive and distributing power is ad-
justed.  in this way the centrzl committce
wottld know the exact status of cach membet,
s agricultural product and its valse.

Abdul Baha thercupon suggested a scheme
of manapement for conmnuntty products quite’
unlike any which has heen contributed in the
past. The socialist does not approve of an
income tax, hecause his method of communal
adjustment looks always forward to an ideal
state wihere everything and everybody wili he
accurately tabutlated, and all valwes egualized.
The condition vistoned by Abdul Baha is not
that, but — may we say it?-— something bet-
ter, because it takes into consideration per-
fectly the human proposition, and not merely
the financial one. It is unguestionably an ad-
vasice upon our present habit of purely com-
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mercial estimation, and takes for granted a
communal spint, which would develop with
the new system; it may be the approach to-
ward a still more perfect one.

With the centre of control established, Ab-
dul Bahz plans an income tax levied not apon
the income itself, but upon the excess of m-
come over the expenses of the family mvolved,
A family obliged to consume all its income
woild pay no tax; a family having an income
of ten thousand dollars and expenses of fwo
thousand, would pay a tax on eight thousand;
a family with an income of one hundred thou-
sand dollars, and expenses of fifty thousand,
would pay a tax on Hifty thousand, and i Ab-
dul Baha's system the tax 1s an ascending one,
hecomming practically confiscatory for mcomes
greatly in excess of family nceds. This s
incomprehensible to the finanoally educated in-
tellect of today, but Abdul Baha's conception
of the mcome tax 15 that of a flmd sum flowing
back and forward m the community, not oaly
removing excess, but relieving want. So while
the fortunate man with an excess of hity
thousand dollars pays a hupe tax on Hhis
wealth, the man who finds himself{ facing a
deficit, on account of expenses which his in-
come will not meet, shall e able o draw from
the communal treasury according to his needs,

The schemme revolves around the conception
of a communal reservoir, such as a terminal
elevator for wheat, is which all the products
of an agricuitural section will be gathered, and |
from which they will be marketed through the
agency of a committee selected by the workers
froem their own number. Thus the entire pro-
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ductive wealth of a region will be garnered
and managed as a community value, benefiting
all the people mvolved.

(ne can imagine the small amount of red tape
which would surround the Rural Credits Act
of such a community. And one can imagine
also the instant feeling of horror in the finan-
¢ial hreast, at the suggestion that the citizen
shonld be able to draw according to his need
from the communal treasury, Gur habit pic-
tures the communal treasury as a strong box
mmto which s poured what 18 tormn from us,
and a new habit of mind must be generated
before we can vision this other communal
centre, loving, comprehendimg, devord of sus-
picion, and open to those gentle and intimate
sympathies which are ever untinged by finan-
cial bias.

Here 15 the full fext of this remavkable
address, guten by Abdul Boha on the evening
of September gth, 1912,

Economic Happiness for the
Human Race

I

It seems as though all creatures can exist
singly and alone. Tor example, a tree can
exist solitary and zalone on a given prairie or
in a valley or on the mountainside. An animal
upon a mountain or a bird soaring in the air
might live a solitary life. They are not in
need of codperation or solidarity. Such ani-
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mated beings enjoy the greatest comfort and
happiness in their respective solitary lives,

On the contrary, man cannot hve singly and
alone, He is in need of contingous codpera-
tion and mutual help. Tor example, 3 man
[iving alone in the wilderness will eventually
starve. He can never, singly and alone, pro-
vide himself with all the necessities of exist-
ence, Therefore, he 1s in need of coopera-
tion and reciprocity.

The mystery of this phenomenon, the cause
thereof is this, that mankind has been created
from onc single origin, has branched off from
one family. Thus in reality all mankind repre-
sents one family. God has not created any
difference. He has created zall as one that thus
this family might live in perfect happiness and
well-heing.

Regarding reciprocity and coGperation: each
member of the body politic should live in the
utmaost combiort and welfare because each m-
dividual member of huomanity is a member
of the body politic and if one member of the
members bhe in distress or he aifficted with
some disease all the other members must nce-
essarily suffer. Tor example, a member of
the human orgamsm 15 the eye. If the eye
should be affected that affliction would affect
the whole nervous system. Hence, if a mem-
bher of the body pelitic becomes afficted, in
reality, from the standpoint of sympathetic
connection, all will share that afliction since
this (one affhicted} 1s a member of the group
of members, a part of the whele., Ts 1t possthle
for one memhber ot part to be m distress and
the other members to be at ease? Et is impos-
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sible! Tlence God has desired that in the body
politic of humanity each one shall enjoy per-
fect welfare and comfort,

Although the body pohtic 15 one family yet
becanse of lack of harmonious relations some
members are comfortabie and some in direct
misery, some members are safished and some
are hungry, some members are clothed in
most costly garments and some families are
in need of food and shelter. Why? Recause
this family lacks the necessary reciprocity and
symmetry., This househald 15 nat well ar-
ranged. This household iz not living under
a perfect law. All the laws which are lepis-
lated do not ensure happiness. They do not
nrovide comfort. Therefore a law must be
given to this family by means of which all the
members of this family will enjoy equal weli-
being and happiness.

Is it possible for one member of a family
‘o0 be subjected to the utmost misery and to
abrect poverty and for the rest of the family
to be comifartabler It is 1mpossible unless
those members of the family be senseless, atro-
phied, mhospitable, unkind. Then they would
say, “1hough these members do belong to our
family — let them alone. Let us losk after
ourseives, Let them die. So long as I am
comfortable, 1 am honored, I am happy —
this my brother — let him die. If he be in
misery let him remain in misery, so long as 1
am comfortable. If he is hungry let him re-
mam so; I am satisfied. f he is without
clothes, so long as [ am clothed, let him remain
as he 1s. I{ he is sheiterless, homeless, so long
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as I have a home, let him femain in the
wilderness.’

Such utter indiffercnce in the human family
is die to lack of control, to lack of a work-
ing law, to lack of kindness in its midst. If
kindness had heen shown to the members of
this family surely afl the members there-
of would have cnjoyed comiort and happi-
ness.

His Holiness Baha Oliah has given in-
structions regarding every one of the guestions
confronting humamty. He has given teach-
ngs and instructions with regard to every one
of the problems with which man struggles.
Among them are (the teachings) concerning
the guestion of economics that all the mem-
bers of the body politic may enjoy through
the working out of this solution the greatest
happiness, welfare and comfort without any
harm or injury attacking the general order of
things. Thereby na difference or discussion
will occur, No sedition or contention will
take place. The solution is this:

First and foremost is the principle that to
all the members of the body politic shall be
given the greatest achievements of the waorld
of humamity. Each one shall have the utmost
welfare and well-being. To sclve this probe
lem we must begin with the farmer; there
will we lay a foundation for system and order
because the peasant class and the agricultural
class excreed other classes in the importance
of their service. in every village there must
be established a general storehouse which will
have a number of revenues.
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The first revenue wilt be that of the tenths
ot tithes.

The second revenue {wili be derived) from
the animals.

The third revenue, from the minerals, that
is to say, every mine prospected or discov-
ered, a third thereof will go to this vast store-
house.

The fourth is this: whosoever dies without
teaving any heirs ail his heritage will go to
the general storehouse,

Fitth, if any treasures shall be found on the
land they should be devoted to this storehouse,

All these revenues will be assembled in this
storefionse,

As to the hrst, the teaths or tithes: we wiil
consider a farmer one of the peasants. We
will look into his income. We will find out,
for instance, what 15 his annual revenue and
aiso what are his expenditures. Now, if his
income be equal to his expenditures, from such
a farmer nothing whatever will be taken. That
is, ke will not he subjected to taxation of any
sort, needing as he does ail his income, An-
other farmer may have expenses running up
to one thousand doilars we will say, and his
income i two thousand doilars. From such
an one a tenth will be required, because he
has a surplus. But i his income be ten
thousand doliars and his expenses one thou-
sand doilars or his income twenty thousand
dottars, he will have to pay as taxes, one-
fourth, If his mrome be one hundred
thousand dollars and his expenses five
thousand, one-third will he have to pay be-
canse he has still a surplus, since his expenses
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are Ave thousand and his income one hundred
thousand. If he pays, say, thirty-five thousand
dollars, in addition to the expenditure of five
thousand he still has sixty thousand left. But
if his cxpenses be ten thousand and his in-
come two hundred thousand then he must
give an even hal because ninety thousand will
be in that case the sum remaining, Such a
scale as this will determine aflotment of taxes,
All the income from such revenues will go to
this general storehouse,

Then there must be considered such emers
gencies as follows: a certain farmer whose
expetises run np ta ten thousand doilars and
whose income 15 only five thousand, he will
receive necessary expenses from this store-
house. Five thousand dollars will be allotted
to him so he will not be in need.

Then the orphans will be loocked after afl
of whose expenscs will be taken carc of. The
cripples in the village —all their expenses will
be looked after. The poor in the village -
their necessary expenses will he defrayed, And
oiher members who for valid reasons are in-
capacitated — the blind, the old, the deaf-—
their comfort must be looked after. In the
village no one will remain in need or in want.
All will live in the utmost comfort and wel-
fare. Yet no schism will assail the general
order of the body politic.

Hence the expenses or expenditures of the
general storehouse are now made clear and
its activities made manifest. The income of
this general storehouse has been shown, Cer-
tain trustees will be elected by the people In a
given village to look after these transactions.



46

The farmers wiil be taken eare of and if after
al} these expenses are deiraved any surplus
is found n the storehouse 1t must ke trans-
ferred to the National {reasury.

This system 15 all thus ordered so that m
the vitlage the very poor will be comiartable.
the orphans will live happily and well; in a
word, no one wili be left destitute. All the
mdividual members of the body politic will
thus live comiortably and well.

For larger cities, naturally, there will be a
systermn on a larger scale. Were | to go mnto
that solution the detaids thereof would be very
fengthy.

The result of this (system) will be that
ecach mdividuaal member oi the hody politic
will live mast comfertabdy and happily under
obligation to no one.  Nevertheless, there will
he gpreservatiom of degrees because 1 the
world of humamiy there must necds be de-
grecs. The body politic may well be hikened
to att army. In this army there must be a gen-
eral, there must be a sergeant, there must be
a marshal there must be the infantry; but all
must enjoy the greatest comfort and welfare.

(;od 15 not partizl and 15 wo respecter of
persons.  He has made provision far all. The
harvest comes forth for everyone. The rain
showers gpon evervhody and the heat of the
sun is destined to warm everyone, TFhe ver-
duare of the earth is for everyvone. Therefore
there should be for all humanity the utmost
happiness, the utmost comiort, the utmost
weil-being,

But if conditions are such that some are
happy and comfortable and some n misery;
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some are accimulating exorbitant wealth and
others are in dire want-— under such a system
it is impossible for man to be happy and m-
possible for him to win the good pleasure of
God. God is kind to all. The good pleasure
of God consists in the welfare of all the mdi-
vidual members of mankind.

A Persian king was onc night in his palace,
living in the greatest luxury and comiort
Through excessive joy and gladness he ad-
dressed a certamy man, saying: ‘Of all my
life this is the happtest moment. Praise be
to God, from every point prosperity appears
and fortune smiles! My treasury 15 1ull and
the army is well taken ecarc of. My palaces
are many; my land unlimited; my family is
well off; my honor and sovereignty are great.
What more could [ want?

The poor man at the gate of his palace
spoke out, saying: ‘O kind king! Asswming
that you are from every point of view so
happy, free from every worry and sadness-—
do vou not worry for us? You say that on
your own account yvou have no worries — but
do you never worry about the poor In your
land? Is it becoming or meet that yvou should
be so well off and we in such dire want and
need? In view of our needs and troubles how
can vou rest in your palace, how can you even
say that you are free from worries and sor-
rows? As a ruler vou must not be so egoistic
as to think of yourself alone but you must
thinkk ot those who are your subjects. When
we are comfortable then you will be comfort-
able; when we are 1 misery how can you,
as a king, be in happiness ¥
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The purport is this that we are all inhabit-
mg one globe of earih. In reality we are one
famly and each one of us i1s a member of
this family. We must all he 1n the greatest
happiness and comfort, under a Just rule and
reguiation which 15 according te the good
pleasure of God, thus causing us to be happy,
for this life 15 fleeting.

I man were to care for himself only he
would be nothing but an amrmal for only the
animals are thas egoistic. Hf you bring a
thousand sheep to a well to kil mine hundred
and minety-sune  the one  remaintng  sheep
would go on grazing, not thinking of the
others and worrying not at ail about the lost,
never bothening that its own lind had passed
away, or gad perished or heen killed. To look
after one’s seif only 15 therefore an anmmal
propensity. It 15 the ammal propensity to bve
solstary and alone. It 13 the animal proclivity
to look after one’s own comfort. Buat man
was created to be a man—to be fair, to be
just, to be merciiul, to be kind to zll his
species, niever to be willing that he himself be
well off while others are 1t misery and dis-
tress — this is an attribute of the amimal and
not of man. Nay, rather, man should be will-
ing to accept hardships for himself in order
that others may enjoy wealth; he should enjoy
trouble for himself that nthers may enjoy
happiness and well-being. This is the attribute
of man. This is becoming of man. Otherwise
man is not man— he is less than the animal,

The man who thinks only of himself and is
thoughtless of others is undoubtedly inferior
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te the animal becanise the animal is not pos-
sessed of the reasoning faculty, The animal
15 excused; but in man therc is reason, the
facalty of justice, the faculty of mercifulness.
Possessing all these faculties he must not
leave them unused. He who is so hard-
hearted as to think only of his own comfort,
such an one will not be called man.

Man is he who forgets his own interests far
the sake of others. His own comfart he for-
feits for the well-being of all, Nay, rather,
his own life must he be willing to forfeit for
the life of mankind. Such a man is the honor
of the world of humanity. Such a man is
the glory of the world of mankind. Such a
mazn 15 the one who wins eternal bliss, Such a
man 15 near te the threshold of God. Such a
man is the very manifestation of eternal hap-
piness, Otherwise, men are Iike animals, ex-
hibiting the same proclivities and propensities
as the world of animals, What distinction
is there? What prerogatives, what perfections?
None whatever! Animals are better even —
thinling oniy of themselves and negligent of
the needs of others,

Consider how the greatest men in the world
— whether among prophets or ghilosophers —
all have forfeited their own comfort, have
sacrificed their own pleasure for the weli-being
of humanity. They have sacrificed their own
tives for the body politic. They have sacrificed
their own wealih for that of the general wel-
fare. They have forfeited their own honor
for the honer of mankind, Therefore it he-
comes evident that this is the highest attain-
rent for the world of humanity.
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We ask God to endow human sculs with
justice so that they may be fair, and may
strive to provide for the comfort of ail, that
each member of humamty may pass his fife
in the utmost comfort and weliare. Then this
materizl world will become the very para-
dise of the Kingdom, this elemental earth
wiil be i a heavenly state and all the serv-
ants of God will live in the gtmost joy, hap-
piness and gladness. We must all strive aud
concentrate all our thoughts in order that
such happiness tay accrue to the world of
humanity,”

When Abdul Baha gave this picture of an
agricitltural community, under the fostering
care Oof the state, and governed by cooperative
principles, there was little in the United States
to sugrest i, Thr:re was the heginﬁing of a
great movement in the cooperative e:-:change*i
of the California frui growers. Their activi-
ties came into existence in 1893, through the
altraistic enterprise of Peter |, Dreher, who
foanded the first exchange. But it was some
years before the great idea embodied in such
community work took roet, and influenced
wide circles of people,

We must remember that in all these for-
mul®e n regard to economic reforms, Ahdul
Baha speaks, not as an economic expert, but
it the larger sense of a seer, who opens the
spiritual door of mitiative for practical effi-
ciency and ensures a huge influx of power
along the lines of sugpested improverment and
progress.  So we must not wait for the ahso-
lute adoption of his plan in every detail, know-
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ing that its spirit will surely direct our human
collective eftort,

Thus the dominant note in his skeich of an
ideal eommunal organization s the fact that
the true economic system of the future must
be hased on the just and egnal ordering of
our agricultural resources.

The man next to mother earth s not a
grafter, he 15 the most ndependent of human
beings, and as soon as he is awakened and a
thinker, he 15 full of sane conviction, which
renders hom singularly immune {rom the in-
terested advances of the pohlitcal agitator.
We have always conccived our systems of
finance in the closels of the banker and the
lawyer, and written them from more or less
lopically constructed theories, but the true sys-
tem will rise from the organized needs of our
commaon {ife, and we will take 1t from the
hands of mother earth, as we are more fully
awakencd to the divine law of brotherhood.

The California frumt growers now mclude

a majority of the agricultural workers of the
statt" and their activity has brought prosperity
to all fruit growers of the region, bocause they
have broken the mounopaly of the middleman,
and vmted the two opposite ends of the l"ﬂ:rll‘kt,t
and the producer. In 1915 Governor Johnston
appointed Mr. Weinstock market supervisor
of California. He had won the attention of
the entire state by his. organization of the
raisin growers, and his office gave him super-
intendence of the cooperative enterprise of
California, It was wery significant that the
government of Californma felt it necessary in
this way to lend a hand to the agricultural ad-
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vancement of the state, and thus mtervene to
push business into meore progressive fines.

In ig15 alse President Wilson appointed a
cominittee of three to visit the farmers of the
Northwest, and assist them in formmg co-
operative alliances similar to those of Cali-
fornia, This important ntervention of the
governmen{ was again momentous from the
point of view of future economic development.

The fruit growers of Califormia had heen
driven to desperation, and therefore to com-
hination, by the agpressive preed of the mid-
dieman, who controlted the markets, and paid
the producers only what ke pleased, which was
invariably a starvation price for all their prod-
uct. So in North Dakota the grain growers
experienced even worse condittans.  FPhey were
unable to borrow any money on their standing
crops, as the banks refused such security, The
elevators were all m the possesston of the
gramn deslers, so the farmers year after year
saw themselves forced to seil their harvests
to the speculators, who would immediately
house them in their own elevators and proceed
to borrow money on them with which they
went forth to victimize other helpless farmers
with uncut products, the banks ever refusing
to advance money uniess the grain was safely
within the walls of an elevator.

Ancther element of huge mjustice fo the
men of Narth Dakota lay m the fact that not
only the sale of the wheat but its grading was
it the hands of the big Hour men and gramn
deajers of Minneapolis. The unfortunate
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farmer had no redress. He was forced to sell
his wheat to Minneapolis, and accept the price
remitted, although he knew perfectly well he
was being docked for dirt that was never m
his wheat, and that while he had sent first
grade, or a grade which would make excellent
flour, he was frequently paid only for I, Feed
the lowest and cheapest grade.

Professor Ladd of the University of North
Dakota at Fargo, wishing to ascertam the real
guality of North Dakota wheat, built a smail
mill on the c¢oliege campus, which is said to
offer grading facilities for zll wvarieties of
wheat. Henceforth his wheat bulletins have
been the mspiration of the North Dakota
farmer, and have provided many a slogan for
the agitators of the Non-Partisan League,
rousing them to rebellion against the com-
mercial exploitation of which they believed
themselves to be the constant objects.

True economic progress is irequently gradual
bhecause it is dependdent upon an awakening
consclousness among the people. A coopera-
tive experiment of supreme interest is at pres-
ent being carried on hy the states of California,
of North and BSouth Carolina, and by the
federal government in the reclaimed lands of
the great west,

The movement oripinated 1 Californ:a,
which more than five years ago set aside a
portion of the reserved district for an ex-
periment in cooperation, According to the
plan outlined by the state authorities, one
hundred families should be sold plots of land,
care being taken that the persons admitted to
the colony were congenial to one another, The
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state agreed to build houses and stock the
farms for the seitlers, not according to a
machine made agreement, but, within limits,
with regard to the taste of each unit. Pay-
metit was arranged with renewable notes on
very long time, and bearing Jow interest, so
that no burdenn was attached to the debt.
Also the tenant could borrow of the state
on easy terms i he fell into bnancial diff-
culties.

In this way the state became the adviser and
backer of the colonists, who speedily grew inte
& group of cooperative workers in whom the
spirit of comradeship was fostered in every
way. The gnod ofiices of the state nniversity
were also enlisted and through its agricultural
department gave eflicient assistance in the uses
of the soil,

The first experiment resufted so favorably
that California is forming another colony of a
hundred families, while North and South Caro-
lina Bave made appropriations of reserved land
to cxperiment alodg the same line, and the
Federal government has set aside space in the
reclamation district of the far west with a
Iike intent. This is the trge spirit of coopera-
tion, and must produce permancnt effects,
Periiapa it is the beginuning of a system which
will create real prospertty for the farmer.

The economic teaching of Abdul Baha as so
far outhined, refers more particularly to those
financial relations which vitally concern the
individual. There are other statements of the
great Bahai leaders, both Baha Ollah and Ab-
dul Baha, which refer to the world conditions
Wustrated by the great war, and the results
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flowing from it. These matters are intensely
interesting, not only because many of these
statements, uttered years ago, have been al-
ready fulfilled, but because they outhne for us
the possibilities of a wmon of sations, ensur-
ig permanent peace, and creating a fEEhng of
amiversal tolerance and love, such as has not
been previeusly known among men, and would
go far to create that “earthiy paradise" of
which Abdul Baha so frequently speaks.

More than forty years ago, Baha Oilah gave
a remarkable series of torecasts, telling what
hamanity faced in the ap;}machmg years, He
described the gmigantic war we have experi-
enced, declaring that it would invelve all the
prmmpal countrics of the old world, but that
the United States would not become involved
in it. He said however that this republic would
intervene in the great war to bring about
peace, and in this way would have ats place in
the mighty struggle. He said many signihcant
things it regard to the status of the various
nations after the war, speakmyg of it as a dis-
integrating force for the autocracy of the past,
which must disappear under the splendid new
conditions dawning for humanity. Baha Ollah
wrote z series of unique leiters addressed to
the rulers of the world, announcing his own
advent, and the dawn of a spinitual cycle for
mankind which this presaged, and in which
the world should become united as never be-
fore. In the light of recent events his adjura-
tion to the Ulnited States is significant, he
says: “Assist with the hands of Justice the
broken hearted {oppressed} and crush the
great oppressors with the scourges of the
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commands of your Lord, the Powerful, the
Wige.”

In 1889 Professor Edward Brown of Cam-
bridge, an eminent Persian scholar, wisied
Eaha Ollah in Acca where he had been held a
prisoner for many years, hy the Mohammedan
governments, because his divine teaching as to
the unity of all religion was regarded by them
as distinctly heretical. In response to Profes-
sor Brown's questions, Baha Ollah made a
statemnent of the leading principles embodied
in his wessage, which has beent widely quoted,
He said: “We desire but the good of the
world and the happiness of the nations; yet
they deem us a stirrer up of strife and sedi-
tion, worthy of bondage and banishment. That
all nations should become one in faith, and all
men as brothers; that the bonds of affection
between the sons of men should he strength-
ened ; that diversity of religion should cease
and differences of race be annuiled ; — what
harm 1s there in this? yet so it shall be; these
fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass
away, and the Most Great Peace shail come.
Fs not this that which Christ foretold? Yet
do we see your kings and rulers lavishing
their treasures more freely onn means for the
destruction of the human race, than on that
which would conduce to the happiness of man-
kind. These strifes and this bloodshed and
discord wmiust ceose, and all men be as one
kindred and one family.”

“let mot a man glory in this, that he loves
his country; let him rather glory in this, that
he loves his kind.”

In foretelling the preat war forty years
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great council would be formed, made up of
delegates from all the ecouniries of the warld,
who wotld mest to discuss the guestions in-
volved in a universal peace. They would de-
cide upon disarmament, he said, and the armes
and navies of the dominant nalions hence-
forth, and the trained forces like those of
Switzerland, would go back to the avocations
of peace, with hearts at rest. After that men
would begin to replace hatred with love m the
conduct of hie, and suspmcion with confidence.
The Cowmicil would prove so admirable as
a means of establishing concord among
men, that it would be made permanent as the
Parliament of Mankind, and would become an -
internatiomal court for the adjustment of all
disagreements among nations, This would be
the commencement, Baha Ollah said, of the
Federation of the World, after which for a
thousand vears 1o huge outward conflict
should agam rack this war worn earth,

When Abdul Baha was in this country in
19iz he was asked many questions in regard
to the coming federation of the nations, and
gave many significant answers. For mstance
he said the twentieth century i1s the century
of federation, and hefore it is ended, all the
warld will be united in 2 bond as close as that
which now cements into one the different
states of our own country., He seemed to re-
gard the government of the United States as
an ideal one, because 1t combines great per-
spnal liberty with the possibibty of prompt
and harmonious united action. So he said
there would be in the end a United States of
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the World, as compact as the present United
States of America.
When asked i1f this change wounld appear

suddenly, he said, no, that it would arize first .

in the western continent. The bond between
North and South America wonld be greatly
strengthencd he declared, and later, the entire
two continents, including Mexico and Canada,
would grow so harmonious that they would
act upon all important questions like one
country., This would arise through the in-
crease of arbitration and the habit of consulta-
tion, whick banishes suspicion,

It 1s interesting to note that this change has
already mantfested itself, through the wvery
means mndicated by Aldul Baha's words, Duar-
ing the period that Wilitam J. Bryan was Sec-
retary of State he devoted himseli to the come-
pletion of arbitration treaties bhetween the
United States and the other nations of the
world, with the result that these treaties were
signed hetween ourselves and ail the South
American countnes. According to these trea-
ties it is impossible for the United States to
rmake war upon any country so bound ta us,
without the preface of a year lonig arbitration.
Stuch arbitration as one can mmnagine, would
ot often be followed by war. The offer of
these treaties to the southern nations did much
to banish a suspicion of the more powerful
northern brother, which had long been cher-
ished in South America, The proffer of such
a treaty did not look like aggression or desire
for conguest, and a feeling of warm friend-
ship and desire for concord with the United
States was engendered, as has been vividiy

e



58

ilustrated by the attitude of the South Amer-
ican countries since the outhreak of the great
war. Their sympathy with the Umnited States
has been unhesitatingly expressed, and it looks
as 1f it would not be very long before the
western  continent ¢an  act upon important
questions, as Abdul Baha said, as one nation,

*Now i3 the time that all of us may embrace
the law of peace, and trcat each other with
honesty and straightforwardness. Let the re-
ligious prejudices be wiped away. Let the law
of racial supremacy be discontinued. Let
political expediences be done away with, Let
the love of country be superseded by the love
of the world, Let us all deal with each other
with infinite kindness. We are all the servants
of the one MMvine Threshold., We arce all re-
celving the ravs of truath from the same Sun
of Reality, We must all believe in all the
prophets,  We must all acknowledge the Ih-
vige agthority of all the heavenly hooks. We
must wash our hearts free of all human preg-
udices, We must serve God. We must prop-
agate the oneness of the realm of humanity.
We must be the cause of the perfections in
the world of man., We must not be like the
beasts of prey. We must not allow carnage
and bLloodshed., We must regard the blaod of
man as sacred.  We muast all agree upon one
fundamental principle. That principle 15 the
Oneness of the Kingdom of Huwmanity”

Alrcady the war has brought cnormous con-
stitutional change to Eurcope. The complete-
ness with which Russia has thrown off the
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weight of the old antocracy, gives ample prom-
tse for her fulure. The Balkans and Ger-
many, Austria and Czecho-Slovakia are ex-
perimentmg  boldly in  Government.  Even
spain wishes to be a republic, 1 spite of her
popular and liberal monarch, and her consti-
tution. The experienced republics like the
United States are taking stock of their inter-
nal conditions, and realizing where they need
to reenforce individual liberty, and prevent the
power of graft and insensate wealth from
limiting true democracy. *

So we can look forward to a2 world in which
the individual has naturally more complete
power of expansion than ever before, no mat-
ter how he may have been born. In this world
the child will be educated according to his
gifts, not moulded into an tron frame of en-
forced conventionalism, the franchise of
women will be as natural and iree as the
franchise of men. Abdul Baha said that when
umversal peace hecame the law, the sufirage
of women would be recognized everywhere, —
as 1ts natural bulwark — for certainly a world
will less easily break into war, when all the
womenn vote, They will msist upon a iong
arbitration before they consent to a process
which brings certain death to father, husband,
s0n, or lovert.

In such a world capitalism and its abuses
will easily disappear. A violent revolation will
not be fecessary to banish it, for a§ the new
COMSCIONSNEss arises, the money mania and the
craving for pErsnnal domination will graduealty
die away. A man or a woman will realize that
## 15 far better to be loved for oneself than
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for the ministry of the pockethook, ‘There-
fore the organizing ability that formerly com-
mandeered a huge fortune will become the
efficient servant of a community.

When we have done everything for our-
selves, no matter how splendid the result, we
are miserable. When we have done much for
pur community, for our family, in a spirit of
unseifish love, we are singularly happy and
care frec. Whenn mankind in general realizes
this there will be a vast and new efficiency m
the public service.

To be loved is far more desirable than to he
feared. The capitalist whose word can withhold
the advance of needed money o any citizent of
his community, is regarded with a sort of ter-
ror, and never hears the truth from any one,
bt the man whose sympathy 13 easily aroused,
who is not afraid to risk something to do an-
other kindness, comes m touch with life on all
sides, and finds the hearts of all open to him.

The world is approaching an era when to he
foved will be the only coveted fame; to be
loved for service freely rendered among ones
friends, or to the public, this will be the high-
est reward of citizenship.

Probably the carefully formulated plan of
the soctalists will never be fully realized in
every detail, but certainly their earnest preach-
ing of equality and mutual service has been a
necessary part of the world’s preparation for
the new era, and its basic principles can never
he fnrg-:-ttcn, and must be largely apphed I
the divine civilization which we are entering.

For years the influence of the new day,
centered in its Messengers has been penetrat-
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ing the world, opening usknown realms to the
thought of mankind, discovering fresh path-
ways of mvestigation and experience. These
show us the outhines of the coming time, of
1ts tendencies and changes,

We can alrveady see that in the coming era
men will talk about God, and they wiil not
fear death. The great war has brought us
this blessing. Through shrapnei and  the
trenches men have become so mfimate with
the ancient terror that fear of it has disap-
peared. Their ¢yes have gained a new power,
they no !cnﬂger iook at it but through it, and
secing what 15 bevond they can not {remhle
but rejoice, With the discovery of death as a
gateway, they have come to know God as a
Presence, and thus all over the planet, in
Arabia, France, Germany, England and Amer-
ica, men and women are talking together of
ch:i discussmg Hlm, wondering of Him, pray-
ing to Him. It is not the God of the churches,
not the God of the past, but an expression of
the Diviae and Intimate Presence possibie only
in the future. It is brought to us hy the
direct revelztion of His Messenger, but also
most tenderly and gently by the Dhvine Near-
ness which touches every heart. This 1s the
religion of which the prophet speaks when he
says the tinkling of the belis upon the horses
tetls of God.

“In that day shall there he upon the bells of
the horses, Heolmess unte the Lord; and the
pots 16 the Lord's house shall be like the bowls
before the altar.,” (Zech., Chap. 14, 20}

In this new federation of mankind, the
Orient and the Occident will be for the first

Pt
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time fully united. As racial jealousy and in-
tenise nationalism disappear the west will re-
ceive from the east its wonderful revelation of
spiritual truth, and the uvequaled power of
realization which goes with it, but which the
east has never learned to apply., Today the
east will take from the west the application of
the great message, and its development n
material forms. Thus a world civilization will
arise penetrated by divine feeling and inspira-
tion, producing a human life surrounded by
love, and dowered by opportunity, such as the
planet has fnot yet seen, and such as 15 only
possible when humanity is fully united. The
progressive spirit of Japan, the awakomng of
China, and the desire of India for seli-govern-
ment and the freedom of modern constitit-
tionalism all point to the unity that will bring
pervasive sympathy mstead of suspicion to
mankind and will share with all men the at-
tainment of the fortunate

For the first time i the lustory of our
planet, the Orient receives a divine revelation
and sends i1ts Kessenger to the Oheeident so
that he himself, befare the growth of theology
has distorted its meaning, can spread the
heavenly teaching among mankind. It is a
teaching through which God is again brought
into intimate contact with life, as has heen
slightly cutlined in the preceding pages, and
through which the lovely mysteries of the
spirit are made clear to every heart. In 1giz
Abdul Baha visited many of the principal
cities of the western world, speaking every-
where in his glorious Persian tongue his mes-
sage of peace, unity and brotherhood, and giv-
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mg to ail the meaning of the present day, and
its significance to mankind, Ilis address was
translated 25 he spoke it, so that the words
were comprehended, but many realized that its
utterance in Persian e¢stablished the intimate
wibration of the Orent throughout the CQc-
cident, as would not have been possible 17 Ab-
dut Baha had clothed his thounghts simply in
words familiar to his audience. Under such
contact the cast and the west jained hands m
a gnion which will never be broken, and which
must produce in the future an eutward realiza-
tion ¢f the most noble character,
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