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A charter for BahBgIschools
This "Charter for Bahl'i Schools," prepared for
the National Spiritual Assembly of India by its Department of Social and Economic Development and
Education, is presented here for the information and
use of those involved in Bahd'i education. It sets
forth basic principles which may guide the development of Bahl'i schools and other educational programs, amply documented by selections from the
Writings of the Faith.

BahB'i Writings. Second, a dynamic and creative
process of interaction will occur as these principles
are implemented in culture; there will even be interaction among the principles themselves. The implementation of broad philosophical principles will engender
unique solutions depending upon the persons, culture, circumstances and efforts of each school. From
this process gradually will emerge what will be accepted as a Bahd'i system of education.
The function of education
The role that has been given to education in the Bahl'i Writings is a most important one. Education is
critical to the development of both the individual and
society at large. When speaking of the individual,
Bahd'u'lldh states: "Education can, alone, cause it
(man) to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to
benefit therefrom." ' In this regard 'Abdu'l-Bahd
states: "Education is the indispensable foundation of
all human excellence and alloweth man to work his
way to the heights of abiding glory."
As regards civilization, Bahd'u'lldh says that the
greatest means provided for the "exaltation of the
Word of God amongst His servants, and likewise, to
the advancement of the world of being and the uplift
of souls . . is the education of the child." 'Abdu'l-Bahd adds that ". learning and the use of the
mind" is the "mightiest" of the "pillars" and "unshakable supports of the faith of God." In another
place 'Abdu'l-Bahd says,
. in this New Cycle,
education and training are recorded in the Book of
God as obligatory and not voluntary." "All must
receive training and instruction . . universal education is a universal law." "You must attach the
greatest importance to the education of children, for
this is the foundation of the Law of God, and the
bedrock of the edifice of His Faith." ' "This school
is one of the vital and essential institutions which indeed support and bulwark the edifice of mankind . . ." s
~ e s p o n s ~ ~ ~ education
~~tyfor
The Baha'i Writings assign responsibility for the
education of children to various groups and individuals in the community. They are, respectively
(1) the individual; (2) the mother; (3) the father; (4)

Prepared by Dr. Stephen H. Waite, head of the
Department of Social and Economic Development
and Education, National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahd'k of India.
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The teachings of the Bahd'i Faith include many
principles whose application will offer us new patterns for education. Yet it is premature for us to surmise the directions which may evolve. The following
statement is therefore only a brief summary, for our
current reference, of some of the essential features to
be considered by Bahd'i educators. Fostering these
characteristics in our educational efforts will help us
to perceive and explore further features as our awareness and capacities increase.
The synthesis of some of the teachings of the Faith
represented here in a charter for Bahd'i schools has
been influenced by the experience of working to develop the Rabbani School under the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'fs of India. Of greatest
import during the Rabbani years has been the guidance from the Universal House of Justice relating to
the development of the school. Further, this synthesis
was enhanced by consultations held during a National Education Conference called for the purpose
of consulting on the "distinguishing characteristics
of Bahd'i education and Bahd'i schools." The conference was held January 23-26, 1988, at the New Era
School in Panchgani,
Maharashtra, India. In the
four days that were spent, the proposed list of principles of Bahd'i education was discussed in detail and
several new ones were added. It was agreed during
the conference that the process of adjusting each of
our existing school's programs to more fully reflect
Bahl'i
characteristics can
best be assisted
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straight, he will grow straight, in perfect symmetry.
It is clear that the mother is the first teacher and that
it is she who establisheth the character and conduct
of the child." l2
To fathers, Bahl'u'llhh says: "Unto every father
hath been enjoined the instruction of his son and
daughter in the art of reading and writing and in all
that hath been laid down in the Holy Tablet." l 3
To schools and teachers, 'Abdu'l-Bahl says: "According to the explicit divine Text, teaching the children is indispensable and obligatory. It followeth
that teachers are servants of the Lord God, since they
have arisen to perform this task, which is the same as
worship. You must therefore offer praise with every
breath, for you are educating your spiritual children." l4
To the local Spiritual Assembly, the Guardian,
Shoghi Effendi, writes: "They must promote by
every means in their power the material as well as the
spiritual enlightenment of youth, the means for the
education of children, institute whenever possible
Bahd'i educational institutions, organize and supervise their work, and provide the best means for their
progress and development." l5 "To assist the
children of the poor in the attainment of these accomplishments, and particularly in learning the basic
subjects, is incumbent upon members of the Spiritual
Assemblies, and is counted as one of the obligations
laid upon the conscience of the trustees of God in
every land." l6
Further, the Universal House of Justice has confirmed that the Bahd'i schools which are operated by
the institutions of the Faith are social and economic
development projects, to be developed in accordance
with the principles and guidelines it has provided.
Accordingly, those schools operating under the jurisdiction of Bahd'i institutions should strive for selfsufficiency and self-reliance.
The Mashriqu'l-Adhkdr and the school
Eventually every locality will have its own Mashriqu,l-Adhkb, The Mashriqu,l-Adhkb is not simply
a temple for worship, but rather is a concept combinand service in a dynamic relationship.
ing
Worship is through the centfal edifice while service is
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been influenced by the experience of working to develop the Rabbani School under the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of India. Of greatest
import during the Rabbani years has been the guidance from the Universal House of Justice relating to
the development of the school. Further, this synthesis
was enhanced by consultations held during a National Education Conference called for the purpose
of consulting on the "distinguishing characteristics
of BahA'f education and BahA'i schools." The conference was held January 23-26,1988, at the New Era
School in Panchgani, Maharashtra, India. In the
four days that were spent, the proposed list of principles of Baha'i education was discussed in detail and
several new ones were added. It was agreed during
the conference that the process of adjusting each of
our existing school's programs to more fully reflect
Baha'i characteristics can best be assisted by a simple, straightforward statement or definition of the
Baha'i school. A school's governing body and administration can first come to understand the main
principles. These can then be shared with the faculty,
the students and the parents. Once all concerned persons understand the ultimate goal, the process of
change in that direction can begin.
We look forward with anticipation to many discoveries and insights as we put Baha'i educational
principles into practice. In the last century, in Iran,
schools such as the Persian Tarbiyyat Schools became potent instruments for progress and development of the nation, communities in general, and improvement in the status of women. A similar capacity
for the dynamic transformation of society now exists
in India. That is, in our schools-through the application of spiritual principles derived from the sacred
Writings of the Baha'i Faith-is now presented a
unique opportunity for social advancement. It is
hoped that this document will help us accelerate the
process.
INTRODUCTION
What is a Baha'i school? What are its primary and
distinguishing characteristics? The answer to these
questions is a matter of urgent and fundamental importance to the almost 300 emerging schools in India.
The Baha'i Writings do not detail a system which can
simply be adopted and put into practice; rather, a Bahh'f educational system will gradually evolve as a result of the involvement of Baha'i scholars and educators concentrating on this question. The first step
in the process is the identification of the basic principles and teaching ideals which are reflected in the

--------.-----r --.. shakable supports-of the faith of God." In another Assemblies, and is counted as one of the obl&ations
place 'Abdu'l-Bahl says, ". . . in this New Cycle, laid upon the conscience of the trustees of God in
education and training are recorded in the Book of every land." l6
God as obligatory and not voluntary." "All must
Further, the Universal House of Justice has conreceive training and instruction . . universal educafirmed
that the Baha'i schools which are operated by
tion is a universal law." "YOU must attach the
the
institutions
of the Faith are social and economic
greatest importance to the education of children, for
development
projects,
to be developed in accordance
this is the foundation of the Law of God, and the
with
the
principles
and
guidelines it has provided.
bedrock of the edifice of His Faith." "This school
Accordingly,
those
schools
operating under the jurisis one of the vital and essential institutions which inBaha'i
institutions
should strive for selfdiction
of
deed support and bulwark the edifice of mansufficiency
and
self-reliance.
kind . ." s
The Mashriqu'l-Adhkdr and the school
Responsibility for education
Eventually every locality will have its own MashThe Baha'i Writings assign responsibility for the riqu'l-Adhkk.
The Mashriqu'l-Adhkk is not simply
education of children to various groups and in- a temple for worship,
but rather is a concept combindividuals in the community. They are, .respectively
ing
worship
and
service
in a dynamic relationship.
(1) the individual; (2) the mother; (3) the father; (4) Worship is through the central edifice while service is
the parents; (5) the family as a unit; (6) the communithe dependencies.
ty through its elected institutions; (7) the schools; and through
The Universal House of Justice, in its letter of Oc(8) the teacher. Each has a specific and important tober 20, 1983, to the Baha'is of the world, states:
role to play as a function of the relationship to the
"The oneness of mankind, which is at once the
child to be educated.
operating
principle and the ultimate goal of His RevTo the individual, Baha'u'lldh says: "Strain every
elation,
implies
the achievement of a dynamic conerve to acquire both inner and outer perfections, for
herence
between
the spiritual and practical requirethe fruit of the human tree hath ever been and will
ments
of
life
on
earth. The indispensability of this
ever be perfections both within and without. It is not
coherence
is
unmistakably
illustrated in His ordinadesirable that a man be left without knowledge or
tion
of
the
Mashriqu'l-Adhkk,
the spiritual centre of
skills, for he is then but a barren tree. Then, so much
every
Baha'i
community
round
which must flourish
as capacity and capability allow, ye needs must deck
dependencies
dedicated
to
the
social,
humanitarian,
the tree of being with fruits such as knowledge,
educational
and
scientific
advancement
of
wisdom, spiritual perception and eloquent ~peech."~
mankind.
"
l7
And 'Abdu'l-Bahd says: "0 loving friends! Exert
Our schools will eventually become one of these
every effort to acquire the various branches of
dependencies
of local or national Mashriqu'l-Adhknowledge and true understanding. Strain every
kars.
The
school
as a dependency of the Mashriqu'lnerve to achieve both material and spiritual accomp- Adhkar is an agency
to utilize spiritual forces
lishments." lo
emanating
from
the
House
of Worship. Prior to the
To mothers, 'Abdu'l-Bahl says: "Let the mothers
actual
construction
of
a
local
house of worship, our
consider that whatever concerneth the'education of
schools
must
still
reflect
this
basic
concept and base
children is of the first importance. Let them put forth
themselves
in
this
dynamic
relationship
linking worevery effort in this regard, for when the bough is
ship
and
service.
Education
and
training
provide the
green and tender it will grow in whatever way ye train
skills
whereby
a
person
can
offer
service
to
the comit. Therefore it is incumbent upon mothers to rear
munity,
and
worship
provides
the
energy
or
spiritual
their little ones even as a gardener tendeth his young
power.
plants. Let them strive by day and by night to establish within their children faith and certitude, the fear Summary
of God, love of the Beloved of the worlds, and all Education is understood to be one of the corgood qualities and traits. . . ." l 1 In another place nerstones upon which the World Order of Baha'He states: "The mother is the first teacher of the u'llhh is being constructed; it is a key to the rechild. For children, at the beginning of life, are fresh generative and restorative processes urgently reand tender as a young twig, and can be trained in any quired. Baha'i schools already have served as effecfashion you desire. If you rear the child to be tive instruments for such fundamental social change.
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'Abdu'l-BahB states in this regard:
"Instruction in the schools must begin with instruction in religion. Following religious training,
Aprll 1990
No. 148 and the binding of the child's heart to the love of
- God, proceed with his education in the other branchAn outstanding contribution was made to the devel- es of knowledge." 23 "These schools for academic
opment of society in Iran by schools, along with studies must at the same time be training centers in
other Bahi'f development efforts. So must our behavior and conduct, and they must favor character
schools in India begin to understand their vital role to and conduct above the sciences and arts. Good behavior and moral character must come first, for unhelp transform society.
less the character be trained, acquiring knowledge
The evolution of mature educational institutions will only prove injurious." "
able to make a significant contribution to the estabFurther, 'Abdu'l-Bahl states that children must relishment of the World Order of BahB'u'lllh is a pro- ceive
such spiritual training directly from their
cess that will depend on understanding the role which mothers. In this spiritual training lies "the beginning
they can play. This role is based upon what the Guar- of the process; it is the essential basis of all the rest."
dian, Shoghi Effendi, calls "certain basic principles"
"0 thou servant of God! Thou didst ask as to the
or "teaching ideals." l8 These principles will be identified from the Writings of Bahh'u'lllh, the BBb, education of children. Those children who, sheltered
'Abdu'l-BahB and the Guardian. Presented herein by the Blessed Tree, have set foot upon the world,
are a number of such principles in the form of articles those who are cradled in the Faith and are nurtured
of the charter. Some of these principles have been at the breast of grace-such must from the beginning
identified by 'Abdu'l-BahB in one reference where it receive spiritual training directly from their mothers.
is stated: "All schools and colleges should have these That is, the mother -must continually call God to
First, they should be sincere mind and make mention of Him and tell of His greatthree foundations.
in the service of training the souls (Article 11). Sec- ness, and instill the fear of Him in the child, and rear
ond, training in morality is necessary (Article I). the child gently, in the way of tenderness, and in exThird, service to the world of humanity should be treme cleanliness. Thus from the very beginning of
life every child will be refreshed by the gentle waftobligatory (Article V). " l9
ings
of the love of God and will tremble with joy at
The charter structure of this document, it is hoped,
the
sweet
scent of heavenly guidance. In this lieth the
will at once set a clear direction in which our schools
beginnings
of the process; it is the essential basis of
must begin moving, and will also stimulate, through
all
the
rest."
the isolation of major and distinguishing characterSpiritual training for the child should begin with
istics of Bahl'f education, the production of appropriate curricula and teacher training materials the education of the prospective mother in terms of
her preparation for this most important role. Schools
and methodologies.
must develop training programs for girls that will
prepare them for this very special responsibility. This
training should be based upon the elements of the
ARTICLE I
process which 'Abdu'l-BahB has identified in the
Spiritual Development Is
above citation.
the Basis for Human Development
This process for training the child, begun from the
The essential basis of human development.is the very moment of the beginning of life, should connurturing of spiritual capacities. 'Abdu'l-BahP tinue in appropriate ways throughout childhood and
states:
into adulthood. 'Abdu'l-Bahl states in this regard:
"And from amongst all creatures He hath singled "The indispensable basis of all is that he should
out man, to grant him His most wondrous gift, and develop spiritual characteristics and the praiseworthy
hath made him to attain the bounties of the Com- virtues of humankind." 26 The development of
pany on high. That most precious of gifts is attain- praiseworthy virtues will be accomplished through
ment unto His unfailing guidance, that the inner effective spiritual education combined with a balreality of humankind should become as a niche to anced exposure to and training in academics, vocahold this lamp; and when the scattering splendors of tions. arts. crafts. music. and in effective service to

BAHA '/ NA TIONAL RE VIEW

...

ments; but this in such a measure that it may not injure the children by resulting in ignorant fanaticism
and bigotry." 29
ARTICLE I1
A Praiseworthy Character:
Sincerity Is Essential
for Teachers and Schools
Sincerity must distinguish our schools, says 'Abdu'l-Bahl. Sincerity implies being genuine, straighfforward, truthful, honest, and free from deceit or
hypocrisy. When this virtue is truly reflected by our
institutions and their teachers, then will we be successful in eliminating "ignorance and the lack of
knowledge" and witness how "the lights of science
and knowledge shine forth from the horizon of the
soul and heart." Regarding the role that the teacher
and the institution can play in this process, 'Abdu'lBahB states:
"First, they should be sincere in the service of
training the souls. They should discover the mysteries
of nature, and extend the circle of art, commerce,
etc., so that ignorance and the lack of knowledge will
pass away and the lights of science and knowledge
shine forth from the horizon of the soul and heart. In
all schools and universities, a general rule for training
should be made." 'O
One can understand the importance of sincerity
when one reflects on the reputation of an institution
sincerely dedicated to the service of training people
vs. one that is not. There may be many motivations
for either a school or a teacher to become involved in
education. According to 'Abdu'l-Bahl, sincerity
must be at the root of any of these.
Institutions are made up of the individuals who
comprise the administration and faculty. The embodiment of sincerity must therefore be those same
administrators and teaching faculty. Institutions in
and of themselves cannot reflect virtues. The power
of virtue is expressed through the life of these persons
and what they lead the institutions to represent
through their policies. It is our deeds, conduct and
character which, according to BahP'u'lllh in the
following passages, "can ensure the victory of Him
Who is the Eternal Truth."
"Say 0 people of God! That which can ensure the
victory of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, His hosts
and helpers on earth, have been set down in the sacred Books and Scriptures, and are as clear and
manifest as the sun. These hosts are such righteous
deeds, such conduct and character, as are acceptable
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isms 01 aana.1 eaucanon, me proaucrlon OI appropriate curricula and teacher training materials the education of the prospective mother in terms of
her preparation for this most important role. Schools
and methodologies.
must develop training programs for girls that will
prepare them for this very special responsibility. This
training should be based upon the elements of the
ARTICLE I
process
which 'Abdu'l-BahB has identified in the
Spiritual Development Is
above
citation.
the Basis for Human Development
This process for training the child, begun from the
The essential basis of human development.is the very moment of the beginning of life, should connurturing of spiritual capacities. 'Abdu'l-Bahh tinue in appropriate ways throughout childhood and
states:
into adulthood. 'Abdu'l-BahB states in this regard:
"And from amongst all creatures He hath singled "The indispensable basis of all is that he should
out man, to grant him His most wondrous gift, and develop spiritual characteristics and the praiseworthy
hath made him to attain the bounties of the Com- virtues of humankind." 26 The development of
pany on high. That most precious of gifts is attain- praiseworthy virtues will be accomplished through
ment unto His unfailing guidance, that the inner effective spiritual education combined with a balreality of humankind should become as a niche to anced exposure to and training in academics, vocahold this lamp; and when the scattering splendors of tions, arts, crafts, music, and in effective service to
this light do beat against the bright glass of the heart, the world of humanity. Our goal is to train persons in
the heart's purity maketh the beams to blaze out even possession of the requisite skills, eager to attain the
stronger than before, and to shine in glory on the highest station to which an individual can attain,
minds and souls of men.
namely, service to the world of humanity.
"The attainment of the most great guidance is deSchools must contribute their rightful share to the
pendent upon knowledge and wisdom, and on being spiritual training a child will receive. Curricula need
informed as to the mysteries of the Holy Words. to be developed to accomplish this goal. 'Abdu'lWherefore must the loved ones of God, be they Bahh states that "training in morality" should be one
young or old, be they men or women, each one ac- of the three main components of all schools and colcording to his capabilities, strive to acquire the leges:
various branches of knowledge, and to increase his
"Training in morality is necessary, so that the puunderstanding of the mysteries of the Holy Books,
pils'
good conduct may remain unchanged and so
and his skill in marshaling the divine proofs and evithat
they
may progress in a most befitting manner,
dences."
become possessed of lofty ideals, lovers of the world
It is evident from the Bahl'f Writings that attain- of humanity, and so that they will hold fast to the
ment unto this unfailing guidance is a process that spiritual perfections and to that which does not disbegins from the very moment life begins. In this re- please God." 27
gard Bahl'u'llhh states:
Training in morality should include developing the
"That which is of paramount importance for the child's understanding of the law of God regarding rechildren, that which must precede all else, is to teach ward and punishment, the "Promise and the
them the oneness of God and the Laws of God."
Threat." Understanding the relationship between re"As to the children: We have directed that in the ward and punishment will lead the child to respect
beginning they should be trained in the observances and to fear God. We must fear God, not "because
and laws of religion; and thereafter, in such branches He is cruel, but we fear Him because He is just, and
of knowledge as are of benefit, and in commercial if we do wrong we deserve to be punished, then in His
pursuits that are distinguishec; for integrity, and in justice He may see fit to punish us. We must both
deeds that will further the victn y of God's Cause or love God and fear Him."
will attract some outcome which will draw the believBahl'u'llBh states: "Schools must first train the
er closer to his Lord.
children in the principles of religion, so that the
"We beg of God to assist thc children of His loved Promise and the Threat, recorded in the Books of
ones and adorn them with wisdom, good conduct, in- God, may prevent them from the things forbidden
and adorn them with the mantle of the commandtegrity and righteousness." 22
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must be at the root ofany of these.
Institutions are made up of the individuals who
comprise the administration and faculty. The embodiment of sincerity must therefore be those same
administrators and teaching faculty. Institutions in
and of themselves cannot reflect virtues. The power
of virtue is expressed through the life of these persons
and what they lead the institutions to represent
through their policies. It is our deeds, conduct and
character which, according to Bahh'u'llhh in the
following passages, "can ensure the victory of Him
Who is the Eternal Truth."
"Say 0 people of God! That which can ensure the
victory of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, His hosts
and helpers on earth, have been set down in the sacred Books and Scriptures, and are as clear and
manifest as the sun. These hosts are such righteous
deeds, such conduct and character, as are acceptable
in His sight. Whoso ariseth, in this Day, to aid Our
Cause, and summoneth to his assistance the hosts of
a praiseworthy character and upright conduct, the influence flowing from such an action will, most certainly, be diffused throughout the whole world." 31
Trustworthiness is a synonym for sincerity. Bahl'u'llBh refers to it as the greatest portal leading to the
tranquility and security of the people.
"Trustworthiness is the greatest portal leading unto the tranquility and security of the people. In truth
the stability of every affair hath depended and doth
depend upon it. All the domains of power, of grandeur and of wealth are illumined by its light."
Shoghi Effendi says that the transforming potential of the Faith can only be demonstrated by the lives
we lead:
"Not until we live ourselves the life of a true Bahl'i can we hope to demonstrate the creative and
transforming potency of the Faith we profess." 33
In exalted language, 'Abdu'l-Bahl gives the
teacher hidher charge:
"Wherefore, 0 loved ones of God! Make ye a
mighty effort till you yourselves betoken this advancement and all these confirmations, and become
focal centers of God's blessings, daysprings of the
light of His unity, promoters of the gifts and graces
of civilized life. Be ye in that land vanguards of the
perfections of humankind; carry forward the various
branches of knowledge, be active and progressive in
the field of inventions and the arts. Endeavor to rectify the conduct of men, and seek to excel the whole
world in moral character. While the children are yet
in their infancy feed them from the breast of heaven-
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ly grace, foster them in the cradle of all excellence,
rear them in the embrace of bounty. Give them the
advantages of every useful kind of knowledge. Let
them share in every new and rare and wondrous craft
and art. Bring them up to work and strive, and accustom them to hardship. Teach them to dedicate their
lives to matters of great import, and inspire them to
undertake studies that will benefit mankind." 34
ARTICLE 111
Development of an
'Unshakable Consciousness of
the Oneness of MankindJIs Fundamental
to the Process of BahtiJiEducation
Bahd'f schools must help the community at large
establish an "unshakable consciousness of the oneness of mankind" 35 in the hearts and minds of all
persons.
"Acceptance of the oneness of mankind is the first
fundamental prerequisite for reorganization and administration of the world as one country, the home
of humankind. Universal acceptance of this spiritual
principle is essential to any successful attempt to establish world peace. It should therefore be universally proclaimed, taught in schools, and constantly asserted in every nation as preparation for the organic
change in the structure of society which it implies."
Our Bahd'f schools should teach the love of humanity as a whole, as well as legitimate forms of patriotism which recognize the wholesome value of
pride in our own culture, traditions, foods, music,
dress, language, etc. Understanding unity in diversity
enables the consciousness of the oneness of mankind,
and is therefore an essential concept in the child's
education. 'Abdu'l-Bahd states in this regard:
"Consider the flowers of a garden; though differing in kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as
they are refreshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of one wind, invigorated by the rays
of one sun, this diversity increaseth their charm and
addeth unto their beauty. How unpleasing to the eye
if all the flowers and plants, the leaves and blossoms,
the fruits, the branches and the trees of that garden
were all of the same shape and color! Diversity of
hues. form and shabe. enricheth and adorneth the

Bahd'u'lldh states: "The Great Being saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value.
Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures,
and enable mankind to benefit therefrom." 39
'Abdu'l-Bahd adds: "In the school of realities they
educate these sons and daughters, according to the
teachings from God, and foster them in the bosom of
grace, so that they may develop along every line,
show forth the excellent gifts and blessings of the
Lord, and combine human perfections; that they
may advance in all aspects of human endeavor,
whether outward or inward, hidden or visible, material or spiritual, until they make of this mortal
world a widespread mirror, to reflect that other
world which dieth not."
"In this new and wondrous Cause, the advancement of all branches of knowledge is a fixed and vital
principle, and the friends, one and all, are obligated
to make every effort toward this end, so that the
Cause of Manifest Light may spread abroad, and
that every child, according to his need, will receive
his share of the sciences and arts-until not even a
single peasant's child will be found who is completely
devoid of schooling." 41
"Not all, however, will be able to engage in these
advanced studies. Therefore, such children must be
sent to industrial schools where they can also acquire
technical skills, and once the child becometh proficient in such a skill, then let consideration be given to
the child's own preferences and inclinations. If the
child hath a liking for commerce, then let him choose
commerce; if for industry, then industry; if for higher education, the advancement of knowledge; if for
some other of the responsibilities of humankind,
then that. Let him be placed in that field for which he
hath an inclination, a desire and a talent." 42
It is clear from these references that both for the
individual and for humankind as a whole, it is important that each person be enabled to develop whatever
talents he/she has been given. For this we must offer
children training in a balance of academic, spiritual
and vocational skills and knowledge. The sciences,
arts, crafts, music and the vocations all should be
studied: "Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the world of
being and are conducive to its exaltation. The
knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not
those which begin with words and end with
words." 43
Further, because the amount of knowledge and
skill areas continues to ex~and.there is a need to seek

...

ARTICLE V
Service to the World of Humanity
Is a Foundation of the School Program
Because service to the world of humanity is the
highest station to which a person can aspire, 'Abdu'lBahd says that all schools must have as a foundation
of their program, service to the world of humanity:
"Service to the world of humanity should be
obligatory. Every student should know, with perfect
certainty, that he is the brother of the people of all religions and nations and that he should be without religious, racial, national, patriotic or political bias, so
that he may find the thoughts of universal peace and
the love of humankind firmly established in his heart.
He should know himself as a servant of human society of all the countries of the world. He should see
God as the Heavenly Father and all the servants as
His children, counting all of the nations, parties and
sects as one family. The mothers in the home, the
teachers in the schools, the professors in the universities, and the leaders in the lofty gatherings, must
cause these thoughts to be penetrative and effective,
as the spirit circulating in the veins and nerves of the
children and pupils, so that the world of humanity
may be delivered from the calamities of fanaticism,
war, battle, hate and obstinacy, and so that the
nether world may become the paradise of heaven." 4'
In another place, 'Abdu'l-Bahd says: "One of the
most important undertakings is the education of children, for success and prosperity depend upon service
to and worship of God, the Holy, the All-Glorified." 46
A communication from the Office of Social and
Economic Development of the Universal House of
Justice explains the specific role that Bahd'f schools
are to play as regards development of the function of
service, particularly as it relates to spiritual training
and the development of the attitudes that 'Abdu'lBahd has referred to above. Interesting, also, is the
idea that service is linked with the practice of skills
that are vocational in nature. (See Appendix A for
the full text of this statement)
"In the Baha'i community and in the ~ a h d ' f
school the attitude of service will be taught, its example carried out, its effectiveness demonstrated and its
true value nurtured." 47
It is clear that a Bahd'f school must incorporate a
service program for children from an early age, as it
is through the process of building attitudes of service
to others that a child will have the opportunity to put
into nractice those nraisewnrthv
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plies."
Our Bahd'i schools should teach the love of humanity as a whole, as well as legitimate forms of patriotism which recognize the wholesome value of
pride in our own culture, traditions, foods, music,
dress, language, etc. Understanding unity in diversity
enables the consciousness of the oneness of mankind,
and is therefore an essential concept in the child's
education. 'Abdu'l-BahB states in this regard:
"Consider the flowers of a garden; though differing in kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as
they are refreshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of one wind, invigorated by the rays
of one sun, this diversity increaseth their charm and
addeth unto their beauty. How unpleasing to the eye
if all the flowers and plants, the leaves and blossoms,
the fruits, the branches and the trees of that garden
were all of the same shape and color! Diversity of
hues, form and shape, enricheth and adorneth the
garden, and heighteneth the effect thereof. In like
manner, when diverse shades of thought, temperament and character are brought together under the
power and influence of one central agency, the beauty and glory of human perfection will be revealed and
made manifest. Naught but the celestial potency of
the Word of God, which ruleth and transcendeth the.
realities of all things, is capable of harmonizing the
divergent thoughts, sentiments, ideas, and convictions of the children of men." 37
In another place, 'Abdu'l-Bahit clearly delineates
the role that education must play in terms of the
elimination of barriers which separate mankind and
preclude the realization of the oneness of mankind:
"Bahd'u'ndh has announced that inasmuch as ignorance and lack of education are barriers of separation among mankind, all must receive training and
instruction. Through this provision the lack of mutual understanding will be remedied and the unity of
mankind furthered and advanced. Universal education is a universal law." 38

ARTICLE IV
Education Should Provide a Balance
of Academic, Spiritual and Vocational naining
(Head - Heart Hand)
Because the potential of each human being is unlimited, and we all have been endowed with a unique,
wide set of talents and faculties, Bahd'i education
must be structured in a properly balanced way to develop or uncover what we inherently possess.
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some other of the responsibilities of humankind,
then that. Let him be placed in that field for which he
hath an inclination, a desire and a talent." 42
It is clear from these references that both for the
individual and for humankind as a whole, it is important that each person be enabled to develop whatever
talents he/she has been given. For this we must offer
children training in a balance of academic, spiritual
and vocational skills and knowledge. The sciences,
arts, crafts, music and the vocations all should be
studied: "Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the world of
being and are conducive to its exaltation. ...The
knowledge of such sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not
those which begin with words and end with
words." 43
Further, because the amount of knowledge and
skill areas continues to expand, there is a need to seek
the more profound interrelationships and integrations among the widening content areas that we have
to master. One interrelationship is between the
theoretical and the practical, Many fields of study are
more clearly understood when both the practical and
the theoretical are understood. In the following reference from the Office of Social and Economic Development of the Universal House of Justice, an aspect of this is explored:
"The potential of each human being is unlimited.
By offering a curriculum of academic subjects and
practical experience in trades and crafts, a student
will have a better learning opportunity toward finding and cultivating hidher natural talents and inclinations. In developing practical skills as well as
learning theoretical knowledge in an environment devoid of prejudice toward any occupation, a person
will not be confined by the basic tasks required of
him in life but can continue the process of lifetime
learning as a motivated and radiant human being.''
(See Appendix A)
Other integrations occur in Bahd'i education as a
result of combining service to the world of humanity,
spiritual training, and vocational training. Through
vocational training students learn skills that can be
used in service to others, which allows them to put into practice praiseworthy virtues.
Our teachers need to be competent in teaching
methodologies designed to help uncover the students'
talents. Special training should be designed to help
them master this orientation and the skills to facilitate this objective.
rr

a...

A
.

rvr

1CI CuIIIIIILUII~QLlUlll l U l l l L11G U A l l b G V l O V W a l al1u

Economic Development of the Universal House of
Justice explains the specific role that Bahd'i schools
are to play as regards development of the function of
service, particularly as it relates to spiritual training
and the development of the attitudes that 'Abdu'lBahd has referred to above. Interesting, also, is the
idea that service is linked with the practice of skills
that are vocational in nature. (See Appendix A for
the full text of this statement)
"In the Bahd'f community and in the Bahd'i
school the attitude of service will be taught, its example carried out, its effectiveness demonstrated and its
true value nurtured. " *'
It is clear that a Bahd'i school must incorporate a
service program for children from an early age, as it
is through the process of building attitudes of service
to others that a child will have the opportunity to put
into practice those praiseworthy virtues learned in
class; hence, service is the practical expression of
spiritual training.
Training in the vocations also helps the child acquire the attitude of service. Vocational skills will
provide the child with a means to offer service to
others. Further, training in the vocations allows the
child to discover the full breadth of hidher Godgiven talents, such that these talents can be further
perfected.

ARTICLE VI
Vocational Education Will Be
Integrated into the Curriculum
"The acquisition and exercise of those practical
skills often associated with the term vocational education, and heretofore isolated as a separate curriculum, must become fundamental to the process of
education and to the development of the whole person and ultimately the local community."
The
reasons for this are: first, the acquisition and exercise
of those practical skills learned through vocational
education will become fundamental to the program
of service and spiritual training. Second, they are
necessary to enable the education of the whole person, where, without prejudice for or against any occupation, the ethic "all work performed in the spirit
of service is equal in the sight of God" can be propagated. Third, there is a need to extend theoretical
study to both the practical application of theory and
the execution of these applications. Such a pragmatic
curriculum is felt to be superior to either of the extremes, the purely theoretical or the purely voca-

the stronghold of all perfections, and with the protection of a goodly character, will, when they themselves become mothers, bring up their children from
Aprlll990
No. 148 earliest infancy to have a good character and conduct
themselves well.
"Let them also study whatever will nurture the
tional. It is exp&ted that benefits will accrue to the
health
of the body and its physical soundness, and
learner as new, more easily understood, and possibly
how
to
guard their children from disease. When matmore profound inter-relationships are found.
ters
are
thus arranged, every child will become a peer"If a student actually raises a crop, makes a garless
plant
in the gardens of the Abhi Paradise." 53
ment, prepares a nutritious meal, or builds a cabinet
as part of the educational ex~erience.the student has
noi only acquired the rudiments of a skill that will alARTICLE WII
low him/her to begin to function independently, but
has also greatly improved the possibility of sucA Supportive Affective Environment
cessfully applying underlying theoretical knowledge
Should Distinguish the Bahd't School
in new ways." 49
The creation of a properly supportive classroom
environment is an important part of Bahd'i educational methodology. It is a task that primarily deARTICLE W
pends upon the skills of the teacher. Providing a
Bahd't Schools Must Give Priority
child with a positive and loving environment, in
to the Education of Girls and Women
which encouragement and praise are the primary
Special opportunities and programs for girls and pedagogical tools of a teacher, is our aim. A letter
women must be provided by our schools. The eman- written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi explains: "Love
cipation of women and the consequent achievement and kindness have far greater influence than punishof full equality between the sexes is critically needed ment upon the improvement of human character." 54
for the future of mankind. Bahi'i schools have a And 'Abdu'l-Bahi instructs: "Rear the child gently,
in the way of tenderness, and in extreme cleanlispecial role and responsibility in this regard.
ness."
He describes the teacher as a "loving garThe priority given to the education of girls and
women can express itself in the actual establishment dener" who cares for the growth of "young plants."
'Abdu'l-Bahd describes the environment needed to
of schools for girls, or in an emphasis on the recruitment of girls, with special support programs for their support gentleness, encouragement, love and kindcontinuation and completion of school. Special pro- ness:
"It followeth that the children's school must be a
grams need to be designed and implemented to train
girls and women for their future role and respon- place of utmost discipline and order, that instruction
sibilities as mothers. Both boys and girls in school must be thorough, and provision must be made for
might receive training in preparation for marriage, the rectification and refinement of character; so that,
with particular emphasis on the distinctive qualities in his earliest years, within the very essence of the
of the Bahd'i family and the special needs and re- child, the divine foundation will be laid and the strucsponsibilities of each family member. 'Abdu'l-Bahi ture of holiness raised up.
has explained:
"Know that this matter of instruction, of character
"The school for girls taketh precedence over the rectification and refinement, of heartening and enschool for boys, for it is incumbent upon the girls of couraging the child, is of the utmost importance, for
this glorious era to be fully versed in the various such are basic principles of God." 56
In another place, 'Abdu'l-Bahd defines more exbranches of knowledge, in science and the arts and all
the wonders of this pre-eminent time, that they may tensively the goals of encouragement:
then educate their children and train them from their
"The children must be carefully trained to be most
earliest days in the ways of perfection.''
courteous and well-behaved. They must be constant"Devote ye particular attention to the school for ly encouraged and made eager to gain all the summits
girls, for the greatness of this wondrous Age will be of human accomplishment, so that from their earliest
manifested as a result of progress in the world of years they will be taught to have high aims, to con-
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ever' necessary. These guidelines are equally useful
for the teacher.
"Whensoever a mother seeth that the child hath
done well, let her praise and applaud him and cheer
his heart: and if the slinhtest undesirable trait should
manifestritself, let hercounsel the child and punish
him, and use means based on reason, even a slight
verbal chastisement should this be necessary. It is
not, however, permissible to strike a child, or vilify
him, for the child's character will be perverted if ire
be subjected to blows or verbal abuse." 63
ARTICLE IX
The Responsive Relationship
Betweeen the School and the Community
The local Spiritual Assembly is assigned, in the Bahi'i Writings, the responsibility for responding to the
needs of the community and for ensuring the education of its members. The schools should initiate and
coordinate programs to respond to these needs according to the recommendations of the local Assembly. The schools thereby become potent environments for social progress. This responsive relationship between the school and the community requires
our understanding of several important concepts:
First, the type of education prescribed by Bahi'f
principles is one in which education is based partly
upon the child's understanding of service. In this
context both in "the Bahi'i community and in the
Bahi'i school the attitude of service will be taught, its
example carried out, its effectiveness demonstrated
and its true value nurtured." 64 Service programs and
opportunities will be within the real-life situations
provided by the community, i.e., through these programs students will take an active role in the affairs
of the community as part of their education.
Second, the dynamic coherence between worship
and service, between the spiritual and the practical,
as prescribed within the concept of the Mashriqu'lAdhkir, will require the harmonization of worship
with service as a part of the total life of the community, including the school.
Third, the integration of the school into the affairs
of real life will help the school maintain the pragmatic character of the curriculum. Education in this
sense will be more "relevant" for both students and
society. Also, the practical application of theory will
provide the student with the "rudiments of a skill
that will allow him/her to begin functioning independently." It-will
also.greatly improve
..
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girls and women for their future role and responsibilities as mothers. Both boys and girls in school
might receive training in preparation for marriage,
with particular emphasis on the distinctive qualities
of the BahA'i family and the special needs and responsibilities of each family member. 'Abdu'l-BahA
has explained:
"The school for girls taketh precedence over the
school for boys, for it is incumbent upon the girls of
this glorious era to be fully versed in the various
branches of knowledge, in science and the arts and all
the wonders of this pre-eminent time, that they may
then educate their children and train them from their
earliest days in the ways of perfection."
"Devote ye particular attention to the school for
girls, for the greatness of this wondrous Age will be
manifested as a result of progress in the world of
women. " 51
That is not to say, however, that boys should not
also receive an education, but only that our schools
should recognize a special responsibility toward girls.
"The first duty of the beloved of God and the
maid-servants of the Merciful is this: They must
strive by all possible means to educate both sexes,
male and female; girls like boys; there is no difference whatsoever between them. The ignorance of
both is blameworthy and negligence in both cases is
reprovable. Are they who know and they who do not
know equal?
"The command is decisive concerning both. If it is
considered through the eye of reality, the training
and culture of daughters is more necessary than that
of sons for these girls will come to the station of
motherhood and will mold the lives of the children.
The first trainer of the child is the mother. The babe,
like unto a green and tender branch, will grow according to the way it is trained. If the training be
right, it will grow right, and if crooked, the growth
likewise, and unto the end of life it will conduct itself
accordingly." 'Z
'Abdu'l-BahA makes a number of curriculum suggestions:
"And further, those present should concern themselves with every means of training the girl children;
with teaching the various branches of knowledge,
good behavior, a proper way of life, the cultivation
of a good character, chastity and constancy, perseverance, strength, determination, firmness of purpose; with household management, the education of
children, and whatever especially applieth to the
needs of girls-to the end that these girls, reared in
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place of utmost discipline and order, that instruction
must be thorough, and provision must be made for
the rectification and refinement of character; so that,
in his earliest years, within the very essence of the
child, the divine foundation will be laid and the structure of holiness raised up.
"Know that this matter of instruction, of character
rectification and refinement, of heartening and encouraging the child, is of the utmost importance, for
such are basic principles of God." 56
In another place, 'Abdu'l-BahA defines more extensively the goals of encouragement:
"The children must be carefully trained to be most
courteous and well-behaved. They must be constantly encouraged and made eager to gain all the summits
of human accomplishment, so that from their earliest
years they will be taught to have high aims, to conduct themselves well, to be chaste, pure and undefiled, and will learn to be of powerful resolve and firm
of purpose in all things." 57
'Abdu'l-BahA further explains the importance of
encouragement and praise in the following two
specific situations:
"The children who are at the head of the class
must receive premiums. They must be encouraged
and when any one of them shows good advancement,
for further development they must be praised and encouraged therein. " "
"If a pupil is told that his intelligence is less than
his fellow-pupils, it is a very great drawback and handicap to his progress. He must be encouraged to advance. " ' 9
The Guardian, Shoghi ~ f f e n d iin
, two letters written on his behalf, states that, even for more complex
children and situations, wise handling, love, patience
and encouragement are what is required.
"Very few children are really bad. They do, however, sometimes have complicated personalities and
need very wise handling to enable them to grow into
normal, moral, happy adults." 60 "He feels that
nothing short of your motherly care and love and of
the counsels which you and the friends can give her,
can effectively remedy this situation." 6'
In this regard, 'Abdu'l-BahA says:
"The child must not be oppressed or censured because it is underdeveloped; it must be patiently
trained. " 62
'Abdu'l-BahA speaks to mothers in the following
passage, describing a methodology: to praise the
child for doing well; to counsel him if a mistake is
made; to choose a punishment based on reason, if

opportunities will be within the real-iifesituations
provided by the community, i.e., through these programs students will take an active role in the affairs
of the community as part of their education.
Second, the dynamic coherence between worship
and service, between the spiritual and the practical,
as prescribed within the concept of the Mashriqu'lAdhkAr, will require the harmonization of worship
with service as a part of the total life of the community, including the school.
Third, the integration of the school into the affairs
of real life will help the school maintain the pragmatic character of the curriculum. Education in this
sense will be more "relevant" for both students and
society. Also, the practical application of theory will
provide the student with the "rudiments of a skill
that will allow him/her to begin functioning independently." It will also greatly improve "the possibility of successfully applying underlying theoretical
knowledge in new ways." 65
In short, the "compulsory" nature of service training, the dynamic coherence between worship and service, and the desirability of a pragmatic "relevant"
curriculum all suggest a much closer integration between the school and the community.
Other dimensions, both suggested by the BahA'i
exhortation to the individual to continually investigate truth and to increase one's knowledge, and also
by the evolving nature of society, which requires the
individual to continually update skills and knowledge, require that education be viewed as a life-long
process that people of all ages will enjoy. This "new"
concept of education suggests that new ways will be
found to "open up" schools to permit a new relationship with the members of the community. This
process should foster a responsive and dynamic relationship between the school and the needs of society.

ARTICLE X
Excellence Is the Goal,
Volition Is the Means
The exhortation to develop our God-given potentialities, our "talents and faculties," to the highest
degree of perfection is a clear and persistent requirement of BahA'u'llAh. It is equally clear that the development of these faculties depends upon the exercise
of will or volition by the individual. He states:
"Strain every nerve to acquire both inner and outer
perfections, for the fruit of the human tree hath ever
been and will ever be perfections both within and
without." 66 In another place BahA'u'llAh states:
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"Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable
value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its
treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom."
Education is not a passive process, however; it is a process whose final outcome depends
upon the exercise of volition by each individual.
"Unto each one hath been prescribed a preordained measure, as decreed in God's mighty and
guarded Tablets. All that which ye potentially possess can, however, b e manifested only as a result of
your own volition. Your own acts testify to this
truth."
(emphasis ours)
'Abdu'l-Bahi says that although knowledge of
principles is required it is not sufficient; in addition,
the exercise of will and volition is required to accomplish anything:
"Mere knowledge of p r i d p l e s i s not sufficient.
We all know and admit that justice is good but there
is need for volition and action to carry out and
manifest it. For example, we might think it good to
build a church, but simply thinking of it as a good
thing will not help its erection. The ways and means
must be provided; we must will to build it and then
proceed with its construction." 69
The training of the human will through an understanding of the Will of God provides the force needed for the attainment of perfections or treasures
which we inherently possess. 'Abdu'l-Bahh states:
"Will is the center or focus of human understanding. We must will to know God, just as we must will
in order to possess the life He has given us. The human will must be subdued and trained into the Will
of God. It is a great power to have strong will, but a
greater power to give that will to God. The will is
what we do, the understanding is what we know. Will
and understanding must be one in the Cause of God.
Intention brings attainment."
Affirming this relationship between making a
mighty effort and the goal of excellence, 'Abdu'lBahi states:
"Make ye then a mighty effort, that the purity and
sanctity which, above all else, are cherished by 'Abdu'l-Baha, shall distinguish the people of Bahi; that
in every kind of excellence the people of God shall
surpass all other human beings; that both outwardly
.
and inwardly. they. shall prove superior to the .rest;
@
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societies which become natural channels for translating the principles of faith into action. As the Cause
of BahB'u'llBh continues its emergence from obscurity, more emphasis is being given to the continued
application of social teachings through social and
economic development of communities.
Academic training is only a part of the educational
function, and must be supported by a spiritual and
moral training as well. Effective spiritual education
combined with training in the sciences, arts and
crafts will spontaneously produce the desire to serve
the community. And, since service to others is the
highest station to which a Baha'i can aspire, the function of community service will be held in the highest
esteem in every Bahi'i community.
One distinctive feature of this view is that in the
Baha'i community and in the Baha'i school the attitude of service will be taught, its example carried
out, its effectiveness demonstrated and its true value
nurtured. The acquisition and exercise of those practical skills often associated with the term vocational
education, and heretofore isolated as a separate curriculum, will become fundamental to the process of
education and the development of the whole person
and ultimately the local community. Far from the
current practice of according varying degrees of rank
and prestige to certain professions over others, the
Baha'i school should inculcate and demonstrate the
ethic that all work performed in the spirit of service is
equal in the sight of God.
In many countries in the developing world, the
spirit and function of service will be realized through
teaching those practical skills most needed in the development of rural communities, initially in such
broad areas as basic literacy training, agriculture and
health-related fields. Community service by Bahi'i
students in Bahi'i schools is not considered an appendage of the curriculum, but rather it is a primary
focus meeting the current needs of the local community. The following points are offered as examples
of the implications that can be drawn from this view
of education and its relationship to the community as
applied to the specific situations of local communities and their educational requirements.
1. The potential of each human being is unlimited.
By offering a curriculum of academic subjects and
practical experience in trades and crafts, a student
will have a better learning opportunity toward finding and cultivating hidher natural talents and inclinations. In developing practical skills as well as
learning
. - - theoretical
. -knowledge in an environment de-
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ing. We must will to know God, just as we must will broad areas as basic literacy training, agriculture and
in order to possess the life He has given us. The hu- health-related fields. Community service by Bahh'f
man will must be subdued and trained into the Will students in Bahh'i schools is not considered an apof God. It is a great power to have strong will, but a pendage of the curriculum, but rather it is a primary
greater power to give that will to God. The will is focus meeting the current needs of the local comwhat we do, the understanding is what we know. Will munity. The following points are offered as examples
and understanding must be one in the Cause of God. of the implications that can be drawn from this view
Intention brings attainment." 'O
of education and its relationship to the community as
Affirming this relationship between making a applied to the specific situations of local commighty effort and the goal of excellence, 'Abdu'l- munities and their educational requirements.
Bahh states:
1. The potential of each human being is unlimited.
"Make ye then a mighty effort, that the purity and By offering a curriculum of academic subjects and
sanctity which, above all else, are cherished by 'Ab- practical experience in trades and crafts, a student
du'l-Bahh, shall distinguish the people of Bahh; that will have a better learning opportunity toward findin every kind of excellence the people of God shall ing and cultivating hidher natural talents and insurpass all other human beings; that both outwardly clinations. In developing practical skills as well as
and inwardly they shall prove superior to the rest; learning theoretical knowledge in an environment dethat for purity, immaculacy, refinement, and the void of prejudice toward any occupation, a person
preservation of health, they shall be leaders in the .will not be confined by the basic tasks required of
vanguard of those who know. And that by their free- him in life but can continue the process of lifetime
dom from enslavement, their knowledge, their self- learning as a motivated and radiant human being.
2. Theoretical study must be extended to both the
control, they shall be first among the pure, the free
practical application of theory and the execution of
and the wise." 'I
We must, according to 'Abdu'l-BahA, "constantly these applications. If a student actually raises a crop,
encourage" and make children "eager to gain the makes a garment, prepares a nutritious meal, or
summits of human accomplishment" so that children builds a cabinet as part of the educational experience,
will have "high aims," "to conduct themselves the student has not only acquired the rudiments of a
well," "to be chaste, pure and undefiled," and most skill that will allow him/her to begin to function inimportant, to "learn to be of powerful resolve and dependently, but has also greatly improved the posfirm of purpose in all things." Schools have a key sibility of successfully applying underlying theoretical knowledge in new ways.
role in the process.
3. A pragmatic curriculum is that which weds
"They must be constantly encouraged and made
eager to gain all the summits of human accomplish- theory with practice and is superior to both the purement, so that from their earliest years they will be ly literary or the purely scientific.
taught to have high aims, to conduct themselves well,
to be chaste, pure and undefiled, and will learn to be
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