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Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the
place, and the city, and the heart, and the mountain, and the refuge, and the cave, and the valley,
and the land, and the sea, and the island, and the
meadow where mention of God hath been made,
and His praise glorified. (BahB'i Prayers, title
page)

***

The parents must exert every effort to rear their
offspring to be religious, for should the children
not attain this greatest of adornments, they will
not obey their parents, which in a certain sense
means that they will not obey God. Indeed, such
children will show no consideration to anyone,
and will do exactly as they please. ("Bahh'i Education: A Compilation," p. 4)

***

We have enjoined upon every son to serve his
father. Thus have We decreed this command in
the Book.

***

The fruits of the tree of existtnce are trustworthiness, loyalty, truthfulness and purity. After
the recognition of the oneness of the Lord, exalted be He, the most important of all duties is to
have due regard for the rights of one's parents.
This matter hath been mentioned in all the Books
of God.

***

Blessed is the house that hath attained unto My
tender mercy, wherein My remembrance is celebrated, and which is ennobled by the presence of
My loved ones, who have proclaimed My praise,
cleaved fast to the cord of My grace and been
honoured by chanting My verses. Verily they are
the exalted servants whom God hath extolled in
the Qayyumu'l-AsmA and other scriptures. Verily
He is the All-Hearing, the Answerer, He Who
perceiveth all things.

***

These blessed words were uttered by the
Tongue of Grandeur in the Land of Mystery
(Adrianople), exalted and glorified is His utterance:
One of the distinguishing characteristics of this
most great Dispensation is that the kin of such as
have recognized and embraced the truth of this
Revelation and have, in the glory of His name, the
Sovereign Lord, quaffed the choice, sealed wine
from the chalice of the love of the One True God,
Kill, upon their death, if they are outwardly non-

believers, be graciously invested with divine forgiveness and partake of tlie ocean of His Mercy.
This bounty, however, will be vouchsafed only
to such souls as have inflicted no harm upon Him
Who is the Sovereign Truth nor upon His loved
ones.
Thus hath it been ordained by Him Who is the
Lord of the Throne on High and the Ruler of this
world and of the world to come.

***

We have caused thee to return to thy home as a
token of Our mercy unto thy mother, inasmuch as
We have found her overwhelmed with sorrow. We
have enjoined you in the Book (Qur'An 46: 15) "to
worship no one but God and to show kindness to
your parents." Thus hath the one true God
spoken and the decree hath been fulfilled by the
Almighty, the All-Wise. Therefore We have caused thee to return unto her and unto thy sister, that
your mother's eyes may thereby be cheered, and
she may be of the thankful.
Say, O'My people! Show honour to your parents and pay homage to them. This will cause
blessings to descend upon you from the clouds of
the bounty of your Lord, the Exalted, the Great.
When we learned of her sadness, We directed
thee to return unto her, as a token of mercy unto
thee from Our presence, and as an admonishment
for others.
Beware lest ye commit that which would sadden
the hearts of your fathers and mothers. Follow ye
the path of Truth which indeed is a straight path.
Should anyone give you a choice between the opportunity to render a service to Me and a service
to them, choose ye to serve them, and let such service be a path leading you to Me. This is My exhortation and command unto thee. Observe therefore that which thy Lord, the Mighty, the Gracious, hath prescribed unto thee.
Extracts from the Writings of the BBb
It is seemly that the servant should, after each
prayer, supplicate to God to bestow mercy and
forgiveness upon his parents. Thereupon God's
call will be raised: "Thousand upon thousand of
what thou hast asked for thy parents shall be thy
recompense!" Bles ed is he who remembereth his
parents when co muning with God. There is,
verily, no God b t Him, the Mighty, the WellBeloved. (Selecti s from the Writings of the
BBb, p. 94)
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***

the outpourings of Thy bounty
from Thy presence. (Selections from the Writings of the BBb, p.

200)

I
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Extracts from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4
(All passages are extracts from untranslated Tablets or new translations of texts already published
unless reference to source of publication is given.)
As to the terminology I used in my letter, bidding thee to consecrate thyself to service in the
Cause of God, the meaning of it is this: limit thy
thoughts to teaching the Faith. Act by day and
night according to the teachings and counsels and
admonitions of BahB'u'llCih. This doth not preclude marriage. Thou canst take unto thyself a
husband and at the same time serve the Cause of
God; the one doth not preclude the other. Know
thou the value of these days; let not this chance
escape thee. Beg thou God to make thee a lighted
candle, so that thou mayest guide a great multi-.
tude through this darksome world. (Selections
from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 100)

***

Marriage, among the mass of the people, is a
physical bond, and this union can only be temporary, since it is foredoomed to a physical separation at the close.
Among the people of Bahh, however, marriage
must be a union of the body and of the spirit as
well, for here both husband and wife are aglow
with the same wine, both are enamoured of the
same matchless Face, both live and move through
the same spirit, both are illumined by the same
glory. This connection between them is a spiritual
one, hence it is a bond that will abide forever.
Likewise do they enjoy strong and lasting ties in
the physical world as well, for if the marriage is
based both on the spirit and the body, that union
is a true one, hence it will endure. If, however, the
bond is physical and nothing more, it is sure to be
only temporary, and must inexorably end in separation.
When, therefore, the people of Baha undertake
to marry, the union must be a true relationship, a
spiritual coming together as well as a physical one,
so that throughout every phase of life, and in all
the worlds of God, their union will endure; for
this real oneness is a gleaming out of the love of
God. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'lBah4, p. 117)

***

Baha'i marriage is the commitment of the two
parties one to the other, and their mutual attachment of mind and heart. Each must, however, ex-.
ercise the utmost care to become thoroughly acquainted with the character of the other, that the
binding covenant between them may be a tie that
will endure forever. Their purpose must be this: to
become loving companions and comrades and at
one with each other for time and eternity ...
The true marriage of Baha'is is this, that husband and wife should be united both physically
and spiritually, that they may, ever improve the
spiritual life of each other, and may enjoy everlasting unity throghout all the worlds of God.
This is Baha'i marriage. (Selections from the
Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 118)

***

And above all other unions is that between hu-

2

man beings, especially when it cometh to pass in
the love of God. Thus is the primal oneness made
to appear; thus is laid the foundation of love in
the spirit. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 119)

***

Thywife is not in harmony with thee, but praise
be to God, the Blessed Beauty is pleased with thee
and is conferring upon thee the utmost bounty
and blessings. But still try to be patient with thy
wife, perchance she may be transformed and her
heart may be illumined. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 121)

***

As to thy respected husband: it is incumbent
upon thee to treat him with great kindness, to
consider his wishes and be conciliatory with him
at all times, till he seeth that because thou hast directed thyself toward the Kingdom of God, thy
tenderness for him and thy love for God have but
increased, as well as thy concern for his wishes
under all conditions. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 122)

***

0 ye two believers in God! The Lord, peerless is
He, hath made woman and man to abide with
each other in the closest companionship, and to
be even as a single soul. They are two helpmates,
two intimate friends, who should be concerned
about the welfare of each other.
If they live thus, they will pass through this
world with perfect contentment, bliss, and peace
of heart, and become the object of divine grace
and favour in the Kingdom of heaven. But if they
do other than this, they,will live out their lives in
great bitterness, longing at every moment for
death, and will be shamefaced in the heavenly
realm.
Strive, then, t o abide, heart and soul, with each
other as two doves in the nest, for this is to be
blessed in both worlds. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahh, p. 122)

***

0 ye loving mothers, know ye that in God's
sight, the best of all ways to worship Him is to
educate the children and train them in all the perfections of humankind; and no nobler deed than
this can be imagined. (Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 139)

***

0 dear one of 'Abdu'l-Baha! Be the son of thy
father and be the fruit of that tree. Be a son that
hath been born of his soul and heart and not only
of water and clay. A real son is such one as hath
branched from the spiritual part of man. I ask
God that thou mayest be at all times confirmed
and strengthened. (Selections from sthe Writings
of 'Abdu'l-Bah4, p. 140)

***

Note ye how easily, where unity existeth in a
given family, the affairs of that family are conducted; what progress the members of that family
make, how they prosper in the world. Their concerns are in order, they enjoy comfort and tranquillity, they are secure, their position is assured,
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they come to be envied by all. Such a family but
addeth to its stature and its lasting honour, as day
succeedeth day. (Selections from the Writings of
'Abdu'l-Bahh, p. 279)

,

**+

Comfort thy mother and endeavour to do what
is conducive to the happiness of her heart. (Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahh, p. 74)

*+*

Deliver my longings and greetings to the consolation of thine eye1 ..., and to thy younger
son, ... Verily I love them both even as a compassionate father loveth his dear children. As to thee,
have for them an abundant love and exert thine
utmost in training them, so that their being may
grow through the milk of the love of God, forasmuch as it is the duty of parents to perfectly and
thoroughly train their children.
There are also certain sacred duties on children
toward parents, which duties are written in the
Book of God, as belonging to G0d.l The (children's) prosperity in this world and the Kingdom
depends upon the good pleasure of parents, and
without this they will be in manifest loss. (Tablets
of 'Abdu'l-Bahh, pp. 262-63)

***

.

and

As to thy question concerning the husband
wife, the tie between them and the children W e n
to them by God: Know thou, verily, the husband
is one who hath sincerely turned
is
awakened by the call of the Beauty
the
Glorious and chanteth the verses of Oneness in
the great assemblies; the wife is a being who wisheth to be overflowing with and seeketh after the
attributes of God and His names; and the tie between them is none other than the Word of God.
Verily, it causeth the multitudes to assemble together and the remote ones to be united. Thus the
husband and wife are brought into affinity, are
united and harmonized, even as though they were
one person. Through their mutual union, companionship and love great results are produced in
the world, both material and spiritual. The spiritual result is the appearance of divine bounties.
The material result is the children who are born in
the cradle of the love of God, who are nurtured by
the breast of the knowledge of God, who are
brought up in the bosom of the gift of God, and
who are fostered in the lap of the training of God.
Such children are those of whom it was said by
Christ, "Verily, they are the children of the Kingdom!" (Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahh, pp. 605-6)
,

***

The friends of God must so live and conduct
themselves, and evince such excellence of character and conduct, as to make others astonished.
The love between husband and wife should not be
purely physical, nay rather it must be spiritual and
heavenly. These two souls should be considered as
one soul. Aow difficult it would be to divide a
single soul! Nay, great would be the difficulty!
In short, the foundation of the Kingdom of
God is based upon harmony and love, oneness,
elationship and union, not upon differences, eswially between husband and wife. ("Excerpts

from Baha'i Teachings Discouraging Divorce: A
Compilation," p. 2)
at*

You have asked whether a husband would be
able to prevent his wife from embracing the divine
light or a wife dissuade her husband from gaining
entry into the Kingdom of God. In truth neither
bf them could prevent the other from entering into the Kingdom, unless the husband hath an excessive attachment to the wife or the wife to the
husband. Indeed when either of the two worship
peth the other to the exclusion of God, then each
could prevent the other from seeking admittance
into His Kingdom.
*a*

1

I beseech God to graciously make of thy home a
centre for the diffusion of the light of divine guidance, for the dissemination of the Words of God
and for enkindling at all times the fire of love in
the hearts of His faithful servants and maidservants. ,Know thou of a certainty that every
house wherein the anthem of praise is raised to the
Realm of Glory in celebration of the Name of
God is indeed a heavenly home, and one of the
gardens of delight in the Paradise of God.

*

***

If thou wouldst show kindness and consideration to thy parents so that they may fed generally
pleased, this would also please Me, for parents
must be highly respected and it is essential that
they should feel contented, provided they deter
thee not from gaining access to the Threshold of
the ~ l ~ i ~norh keep
t ~ thee
, back from walking in
the way of the ~ i ~indeed
~ itdbehoveth
~ ~them.
to encourage and spur thee on in this direction.

+**

0 Lord! In this Most Great Dispensation Thou
dost accept the intercession of children in behalf
of their parents. This is one of the special infinite
bestowals of this Dispensation. Therefore, 0
'IIou kind Lord, accept the request of this Thy
servant at the threshold of Thy singleness and submerge his father in the ocean of Thy grace, because this son hath arisen to render Thee service
and is exerting effort at all times in the pathway of
Thy love. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Forgiver
and the Kind!
*a*

Treat all thy friends and relatives, even strangers, with a spirit of utmost love and kindliness,

++*
0 Handmaids of the Self-Sustaining Lord! Exert your efforts so that you may attain the honour
and privilege ordained for women. Undoubtedly
the greatest glory of women is servitude at His
threshold and submissiveness at His door; it is the
possession of a vigilant heart, and praise of the incomparable God; it is heartfelt love towards other
handmaids and spotless chastity; it is obedience to
and consideration for their husbands and the education and care of their children; and it is tranquillity, and dignity, perseverance in the remembrance of the Lord, and the utmost enkindlement
and attraction.
**e

,

-
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Regarding thy question about consultation of a
father with his son, or a son with his father, in
matters ,of trade and commerce, consultation is
one of the fundamental elements of the foundation of the Law of God. Such consultation is assuredly acceptable, whether between father and
son, or with others. There is nothing better than
this. Man must consult in all things for this will
lead him to the depths of each problem and enable
him to find the right solution.

***

0 two loving brothers! Your affectionate
brother hath written and mentioned your names,
and hath highly praised and commended you. Observe how drawn he is to you, and how he loveth
you. Thus should a brother be, so affectionate
and soul-uplifting, unlike 'Abdu'l-Bahit's brother, who is more bitter than venom.

***

The father must always endeavour to educate
his son and to acquaint him with thqheavenly
teachings. He must give him advice and exhort
him at all times, teach him praiseworthy conduct
and character, enable him to receive training at
school and to be instructed in such arts and sciences as are deemed useful and necessary. In
brief, let him instill into his mind the virtues and
perfections of the world of humanity. Above all
he should continually call to his mind the remembrance of God so that his throbbing veins and
arteries may pulsate with the love of God.
The son, on the other hand, must show forth
the1 utmost obedience towards his father, and
should conduct himself as a humble and lowly servant. Day and night he should seek diligently to
ensure the comfort and welfare of his loving father and to secure his good-pleasure. He must
forgo his own rest and enjoyment and constantly
strive to bring gladness to the hearts of his father
and mother, that thereby he may attain the goodpleasure of the Almighty and be graciously aided
by the hosts of the unseen.

***

Hold thy husband dear and always show forth

an amiable temper towards him, no matter how
ill-tempered he may be. Even if thy loving kindness maketh him more bitter, manifest thou more
kindliness, more tenderness, be more loving and
tolerate his cruel actions and ill-treatment.

I

1

1
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Besides this, an especial blessing is conferred on
some families and some generations. Thus it is an
especial blessing that from among the descendants
of Abraham should have come all the Prophets of
the children of Israel. This is a blessing that God
has granted to this descent: to Moses from His father and mother, to Christ from His mother's
line; also to Muhammad and the Bitb, and to all
the Prophets and the Holy Manifestations of
Israel: Tbe Blessed Beauty3 is also a lineal descendant of Abraham, for Abraham had other
sons besides Ishmael and Isaac who in those days
migrated t o the lands of Persia and Afghanistan,
and the Blessed Beauty is one of their descendants.
Hence it is evident that inherited character also
exists, and to such a degree that if the characters
are not in conformity with their origin, although
they belong physically to that lineage, spiritually
they are not considered members of the family,
like Canaan,4 who is not reckoned as being of the
race of Noah.(Sme Answered Questions, p. 213)

***

Also a father and mother endure the greatest
troubles and hardships for their children; and often when the children have reached the a&eof maturity, the parents pass on to the other world.
Rarely does it happen that a father and mother in
this world see the reward of the care and trouble
they have undergone for their children. Therefore, children, in return for this care and trouble,
must show forth charity and beneficence, and
must implore pardon and forgiveness for their
parents. So you ought, in return for the love and
kindness shown you by your father, to give to the
poor for his sake, with greatest submission and
humility implore pardon and remission of sins,
and ask for the supreme mercy. (Some Answered
Questions, pp. 23 1-32)

***

Z

If love and agreement are rfianifest in a single
family, that family will advance, become illumined and spiritual; but if enmity and hatred exist
within it destruction and dispersion are inevitable.
Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 136)
J

***

According to the teachings of BahA'u'lliih, the
family being a human unit must be educated according to the rules of sanctity. All the virtues
must be taught the family. The integrity of the
*** /
family bond must be constantly considered and
Extracts from the Utterances of 'Abdu'l-Babh
the rights of the individual members must not be
The variety of inherited qualities comes from transgressed. The rights of the son, the father, the
strength and weakness of constitution-that is to mother, none of them must be transgressed, none
say, when the two parents are weak, the children of them must be arbitrary. Just as the son has cerwill be weak; if they are strong, the 'children will tain obligations to his father, the father likewise
be robust. In the same way, purity of blood has a has certain obligations to his son. The mother, the
great effect; for the pure germ is like the superior sister and other members of the household have
stock which exists in plants and animals. For ex- their certain prerogatives. All these rights and preample, you see that children born from a weak rogatives must be conserved, yet the unity of the
and feeble father and mother will naturally have a family must be sustained. The injury of one shall
feeble constitution and weak nerves; they will be be considered the injury of all; the comfort of
afflicted and will have neither patience, nor en- each the comfort of all; the honor of one the
durance, nor resolution, nor perseverance, and honor of all. (The Promulgation of Universal
will be hasty; for the children inherit the weakness Peace, p. 163)
***
and debility of their parents.
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The child must not be oppressed or censured
because it is undeveloped; it must be patiently
trained. (The Promulgation of Universal Peace,
pp. 175-76)

***

When you love a member of your family or a
compatriot, let it be with a ray of the Infinite
Love! Let it be in God, and for God! Wherever
you find the attributes of God love that person,
whether he be of your family or of another. (Paris
Talks, p. 38)

***

This is in truth a Bahl'i hou'se. Every time such
a house or meeting place is founded it becomes
one of the greatest aids to the general development of the town and country to which it belongs.
It encourages the growth of learning and science
and is known for its intense spirituality and for
the love it spreads among the peoples. (Paris
Talks, pp. 72-73)

***

Consider the harmful effect of discord and dissension in a family; then reflect upon the favors
and blessings which descend upon that family
when unity exists among its various members.
What incalculable benefits and blessings would
descend upon the great human family if unity and
brotherhood were established! In this century
when the beneficent results of unity and the ill effects of discord are so clearly apparent, the means
for the attainment and accomplishment of human
fellowship have appeared in the world. His Holiness BahA'u'UAh has proclaimed and provided the
way by which hostility and dissension may be removed from the human world. He has left no
ground or possibility for strife and disagreement.
First he has proclaimed the oneness of mankind
and specialized religious teachings for existing human conditions. (Star of the West, Vol. 17, No. 7,
p. 232)
*++
My home is the home of peace. My home is the
home of joy and delight. My home is the home of
laughter and exaltation. Whoever enters through
the portals of this home, must go out with gladsome heart. This is the home of light; whoever
enters here must become illumined. (Star of the
West, Vol. 20, No. 2, p. 52)

***

-
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each other and educate their children in such a
manner as to blazon the fame and glory.of their
family.
Extracts from letters written by Shoghi Effendi to
individual believers
I urge you to concentrate for a time upon whatever means you think will eventually secure the
good-will, tolerance and sympathy of your husband. Show him the utmost kindness and consideration, and try, at the opportune moment, to
make him realize the vurvose and svirit of the
Faith. I will pray for thk success of your efforts in
this connexion and wish you happiness from all
my heart. (March 20, 1928)

***

I cannot refrain, out of my great love and sympathy for you, from adding a few words myself in
order to impress upon you the necessity of showing continually the utmost regard, consideration
and love to vour dear and resvected husband. I
have great hopes that upon ;our attitude, and
consideration for him wi# chiefly depend his ultimate acceptance of the Cause which you love so
dearly and serve so well. My profound sympathy
is with you in your domestic cares which I know
weigh heavily on your heart. I will continue to
supplicate for you from the very depths of my
heart. I pray that you may achieve in your manifold activities your heart's fondest desire. (December 20, 1928)
Extracts from letters written on behalf of Sboghi
Effendi (the following are letters to individual believers unless otherwise stated)
When such difference of opinion and belief occurs between husband and wife it is very unfortunate for undoubtedly it detracts from that
spiritual bond which is the stronghold of the family bond, especially in times of difficulty. The
way, however, that it could be remedied is not by
acting in such wise as to alienate the other party.
One of the objects of the Cause is actually to
bring about a closer bond in the homes. In all
such cases, therefore, the Master used to advise
obedience to the wishes of the other party and
prayer. Pray that your husband may gradually see
the light and at the same time so act as to draw
him nearer rather than prejudice him. Once that
harmony is secured then you will be able to serve
unhampered. (July 15, 1928)

It is highly important for man to raise a family.
So long as he is young, because of youthful selfcomplacency, he does not realize its significance,
but this will be a source of regret when he grows
old ...In this glorious Cause the life of a married . Under such circumstances the Master used to
couple should resemble the life of the angels in ask the friends to be lavish in their love and beheaven-a life full of joy and spiritual delight, a come exceptionally obedient to their husbands.
life of unity and concord, a friendship both men- Such individuals have to see through acts that the
tal and physical. The home should be orderly and -Cause has not come to break up family ties but to
well-organized. Their ideas and thoughts should strengthen them; it has not come to eliminate love
be like the rays of the sun of truth and the ra- but to strengthen it; it has not been created to
diance of the brilliant stars in the heavens. Even as weaken social institutions but to strengthen them.
two birds they should warble melodies upon the (October 14, 1928)
***
branches of the tree of fellowship and harmony.
They should always be elated with joy and gladSurely Shoghi Effendi would like to see you and
ness and be a source of happiness to the hearts of the other friends give their whole time and energy
others. They should set an example to their fel- t o the Cause, for we are in great need for comlow-men, manifest true and sincere love towards petent workers, but the home is an institution that
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Bahi'u'llAh has come t o strengihen and not to
weaken. Many unfortunate things have happened
in BahB'i homes just for neglecting this point.
Serve the Cause but also remember your duties towards your home. It is for you t o find the balance
and see that neither makes you neglect the other.
We would have many more husbands in the Cause
were the wives more thoughtful and moderate in
their BahB'i activities. (May 14, 1929)

**+

A truly Baha'i home is a true fortress upon
which the Cause can rely while planning its campaigns. If ... and
love each other and would
like to marry, Shoghi Effendi does not wish them
to think that by doing so they are depriving themselves of the privilege of service; in fact such a
union will enhance their ability t o serve. There is
nothing more beautiful than to have young BahB'is marry and found truly BahB'i homes, the
type BahB'u'llAh wishes them to be. Please give
them both the Guardian's loving greetings. (November 6, 1932)
+*+
A God that is only loving or only just is not a
perfect God. The divinity has t o possess both of
these aspects as every father ought to express both
in his attitude towards his children. If we ponder a
while, we will see that our welfare can be insured
only when both of these divine attributes are
equally emphasized and practiced. (April 29,
1933)

...

*+*

There is no limit t o our offerings t o the Temple.
The more we give, the better it is for the Cause
and for ourselves. But your case is a special one,
since your husband is not a believer. If you can
succeed in convincing him of the importance of
your donations to the Cause, so much the better.
But you should never oppose him on this matter
and allow anything t o disturb the peace and unity
of your family life. (September 21, 1933) ,

*+*

The Guardian wishes me specially t o urge you
to remain patient and confident, and above all to
show your husband the utmost kindness and love,
in return for all the opposition and hatred you
receive from him. A conciliatory and friendly attitude in such cases is not only the duty of every Bahh'i but is also the most effective way of winning
for the Cause the sympathy and admiration of its
former foes and enemies. Love is, indeed, a most
potent elixir that can transform the vilest and
meanest of people into heavenly souls. May your
example serve t o further confirm the truth of this
beautiful teaching of our Faith. (December 6,
1935)

***

...

The Guardian
has learned with deep concern of your family difficulties and troubles. He
wishes me to assure you of his fervent prayers o n
your behalf and o n behalf of your dear ones a t
home, that you may be guided and assisted from
on high to compose your differences and t o restore complete harmony and fellowship in your
midst. While he would urge you t o make any sacrifice in order to bring about unity in your family,

6

he wishes you not to feel discouraged if your endeavours d o not yield any immediate fruit. You
should d o your part with absolute faith that in doing so you are fulfilling your duty as a Baha'i. The
rest is assuredly in God's hand.
As regards your husband's attitude towards the
Cause: unfriendly though that may be you should
always hope that, through conciliatory a n d
friendly means, and with wise, tactful and patient
effort you can gradually succeed in winning his
sympathy for the Faith. Under no circumstances
should you try to dictate and impose upon him by
force your personal religious convictions. Neither
should you allow his opposition t o the Cause t o
seriously hinder your activities ...You should act
patiently, tactfully and with confidence that your
efforts are being guided and reinforced by BahC
'u'llhh. (July 23, 1937)

***

It made him very happy to know of the recent
confirmation of your ... friend, and of her
earnest desire t o serve and promote the Faith. He
will certainly pray o n her behalf that she may,
notwithstanding the opposition of her parents and
relatives, increasingly gain in knowledge and in
understanding of the Teachings, and become animated with such a zeal as to arise, and bring into
the Cause a large number of her former co-religionists.
Under n o circumstances, however, should she
allow her parents to become completely alienated
from her, but it is her bounden duty to strive,
through patient, continued and loving effort, 'to
win their sympathy for the Faith, and even perhaps, to bring about their confirmation ... (July
6, 1938)

***

As regards your plans: the Guardian fully approves indeed of your view that n o matter how
urgent and vital the requirements of the teaching
work may be you should under no circumstance
neglect the education of your children, as towards
them you have a n obligation no less sacred than
towards the Cause.
Any plan or arrangement you may arrive at
which would combine your two-fold duties towards your family and the Cause, and would permit you to resume active work in the field of pioneer teaching, and also to take good care of your
children so as not to jeopardize their future in the
Cause would meet with the whole-hearted approval of the Guardian. (July 17, 1938)

***

iy

~ h ~,
~of marriage,
~ as established
~
i
'Bah&'u'llah,
while giving due importance to the
physical aspect of marital union considers it as
subordinate t o the moral and spiritual purposes
and functions with which it has been invested by
a n all-wise and loving Providence. Only when
these different values are given each their due importance, afld 6nly o n the basis of the subordination of the physical to the moral, and the carnal t o
the spiritual can such excesses and laxity in marital relations as our decadent age is so sadly witnessing be avoided, and family life be restored to
its original purity, and fulfil the true function for

which it has been instituted by God. (May 8, 1939)

***

While the Guardian highly appreciates your desire to take a more active part in the teaching
field, he realizes also that in deference t o the
wishes of $Our husband lowardswhom you have
duties no less sacred and binding than those facing
you as a believer you should endeavour to so arbe
range 'Our 'Ians as
far away from
him, particularly as he himself is anxious that you
should not break up, however temporarily, your
home life. (June 5, 1939)
IC*+

The Guardian is, nevertheless, thankful that he
(your husband) does not object in principle t o
your attending BahB'i meetings, and gives you full
freedom to participate in all local BahB'i activities. Even though he may insist on your obtaining
his consent in such matters, you should not feel
hurt or discouraged, but rather should continue,
in a friendly and conciliatory way to endeavour t o
win his sympathy towards the Cause. You can
have no serious reason for any real grievance
against him, unless he unduly interferes in your
BahB'i work, and prevents you from discharging
your vital spiritual and administrative obligations
towards the Faith.
The Guardian will pray in the meantime that
your hopes of seeing him well-confirmed and active in the Cause may be fulfilled, and that also
you may be guided to adopt towards him such a
true Baha'i attitude as will serve to further
awaken his sympathies for the Faith, and quicken
the spiritual energies latent in his heart to the
point of bringing about his full confirmation in
the Cause. Rest assured, and confidently persist in
your efforts. (August 5, 1939)

***

The task of bringing up a BahB'i child, as emphasized time and again in BahB'i writings, is the
chief responsibility of the mother, whose unique
privilege is indeed to create in her home such conditions as would be most conducive to both his
material and spiritual welfare and advancement.
The training which a child first receives through
his mother constitutes the strongest foundation
for his future development, and it should therefore be the paramount concern of your wife ... to
endeavour from now on imparting to her newborn son such spiritual training as would enable
him later on to fully assume and adequately discharge all the responsibilities and duties of BahB'i
life. (November 16, 1939)

***
He has noted with feelings of genuine admiration your longing to serve in the field of pioneer
teaching, but is sorry to hear that your domestic
circumstances d o not permit you to carry out this
dear wish of your heart.
While he heartily appreciates your eagerness to
labour for the Faith in distant and hitherto unopened territories, he feels that, in view of your
husband's opposition, and also in consideration
of the need of your children for your close help
and guidance, you should, for the present, en-

deavour instead t o work in virgin localities in the
vicinity of ... o r of the adjoining towns. (November 7, 1940)
,

**+

The question of the training and education of
children in case one of the parents is a non-BahB,f
is one which solely, conCerns the parents themselves, who should decide about it the way they
find best and most conducive to the maintenance
of the unity of their family, and to tHe future welfare of their children. Once the child comes of
age, however, he should be given full freedom to
choose his religion, irrespective of the wishes and
desires of his parents. (December 14, 1940, t o the
National Spiritual Assembly of the BahB,is of India)

***

... now that you

both feel the sincere desire to
unite in your efforts t o make Your married life
happy, Shoghi Effendi advises you t o d o everything in your power, through love and kindness,
to win your husband t o your side and t o remove
his prejudice against the Cause. (November 27,
1941)

***

She should certainly not grieve if she finds that
her family are not receptive to the teachings-for
not every soul is spiritually enlightened. Indeed,
many members of the families of the Prophets
themselves have remained unconverted even in the
face of the example and persuasion of the Manifestation of God; therefore, the friends should
not be distressed by such things but rather leave
the future of those they love in the hand of God,
and by their services and devotion t o the Faith,
win the right t o plead for their ultimate spiritual
re-birth. (March 9, 1942)

***

Deep as are family ties, we must always remember that the spiritual ties are far deeper; they are
everlasting and survive death, whereas physical
ties, unless supported by spiritual bonds, are confined t o this life. You should d o all in your power,
through prayer and example, to open the eyes of
your family t o the BahB'i Faith, but d o not grieve
too much over their actions. Turn to your BahB'i
brothers and sisters who are living with you in the
light of the Kingdom. (May 8, 1942)

**+

Our Faith is just as much for children as for
older people, and it rejoices his heart when he sees
both working together to bring this great Message
of God t o all mankind. (November 30, 1942)

***

Regarding the Guardian's statement that pioneering is conditioned upon the consent of parents and that it would be necessary for them to
concur, you have asked whether this ruling applies
equally t o children who are of age and those who
are not. The Guardian's reply is that the ruling applies only to those who have not yet come of age.
(January 18, 1943, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the BahB'is of Iran-translated from
the Persian)

*++
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'u'llhh, and only grounds of extreme gravity justify it. (April 7, 1947)

BahB'u'llBh has urged marriage-upon all people
as the natural and rightful way of life. H e has
also, however, placed strong emphasis on its spiritual nature, which, while in no way precluding a
normal physical life, is the most essential aspect of
marriage. That two people should live their lives
in love and harmony is of far greater importance
than that they should be consumed with passion
for each other. The one is a great rock of strength
on which to lean in time of need; the other a purely temporary thing which may at any time die out.
(January 20, 1943)

*+*

He feels, in regard t o your family problems,
that you should Jake these matters UP with your
assembly, if you desire advice; one of the duties of
these assemblies is t o advise and aid the friends,
and it is your privilege t o turn t o your assembly.
(April 10, 1947)

***

H e was very happy to hear of your desire to assist the pioneer work ...H e does not feel that your
activities in this field, however, should be a source
of inharmony between you and Your dear husband, and he assures you he will pray for him in
the Holy Shrines, that God may awaken him to a
realization of the meaning of our Faith and
quicken him in its service. (April 30, 1947)

***

The Guardian, in his remarks ... about parents
and children, wives and husbands relations in
America, meant that there is a tendency in that
country for children to be too independent of the
wishes of their parents and lacking in the respect
due to them. Also wives, in some cases, have a
tendency to exert and unjust degree of domination over their husbands which, of course, is not
right, any more than that the husband should unjustly dominate his wife. (July 22, 1943)

**+

BahB'u'llah has clearly stated the consent of all
living parents is required for a Baha'i marriage.
This applies whether the parents are BahB'is or
. ***
non-BahB'is, divorced for years o r not. This great
law
H e has laid down t o strengthen the social fabHe feels you should be all means show your
husband the greatest love and sympathy; if we are ric, to knit closer the ties of the home, t o place a
ever in any doubt as to how we should conduct certain gratitude and respect in the hearts of chilourselves as ~
~ we should
h
think
~
of~6 ~ b di ~ ' l -dren
~ for those who have given them life and sent
BahA and study ~i~ life and ask ourselves what their souls out on the eternal journey towards
would H e have done, for He is our perfect exam- their Creator. We BahB'is must realize that in
ple in every way. And you know how tender He present-day society the exact opposite process is
was, and how His affection and kindness shone taking place: Young people care less and less for
their parents' wishes, divorce is considered a natulike sunlight on everyone.
Your husband and your
have a right to ral right, and obtained on the flimsiest and most
your love, and give you a wonderful opportunity unwarrantable and shabby Pretexts. People seParated from each other, especially if one of them
of demonstrating your faith in the Cause.
~l~~ you should pray to Bah&vu'llBh to help has had full custody of the children, are only too
unite you with your husband and make your willing to belittle the importance of the partner in
marriage also responsible as a parent for bringing
home a true and happy home. (March 9, 1946)
*a+:
those children into this world. The BahB'is must,
H~ was very sorry to see you are having trouble through rigid adherence to the BahB'i laws and
combat these corrosive forces which
in your home because of the ~ ~ h~ ~~ ,i H~
i~ h teachings,
.
feels that you should d o all in your power t o pro- are SO rapidly destroying home life and the beauty
mote love and harmony between your husband of family relationships, and tearing down the
and yourself, for your own sakes and for fhe sake moral structure of society. (October 25, 1947, to
of your children. you should, however, point out the National Spiritual Assembly of the BahA'is of
to him that every man is free to seek God for him- the United States)
***
self, and that, although you will never seek to influence him or even discuss the BahB'i Faith with
In regard to the questions you asked him: he
him, if he does not want to, he should leave you feels sure that, although in some ways you may be
free t o attend the meetings. The Guardian hopes a financial burden to your children, it is t o them a
that through patience, tact and prayer, you will privilege t o look after you; you are their Mother
gradually overcome his prejudice. (March 16, and have given them life, and through~thebounty
1946)
of BahB'u'llBh they are now attracted t o His
++*
.Faith. Anything they d o for you is small recomA BahP'i is never forced t o stay in a particular pense for all you have done for them. (September
and 20, 1948)
place; if you could not earn a living in
+a*
wished to be near your aged parents, you were
quite right t o leave. (April 1, 1946)
Your responsibility towards your son and your
+++
husband is very great, and the Guardian hopes
Shoghi Effendi wishes me t o add this note in . your work will soon reach a point where you can
connection with your marriage: he does not feel return, at least for some time, t o them, and give
that any believer, under any circumstances what- them that love and encouragement which is a wosoever, can ever use the Cause or service t o it as a man's great contribution t o home life. (August 5,
reason for abandoning their marriage; divorce, a s 1949)
+**
we know, is very strongly condemned by BahB-

...
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H e was particularly pleased to hear your family
relationships are s o satisfactory and feels you are
doing the right thing by deferring to your husband's wishes and remaining abroad longer.
The Guardian has long felt that the American
Baha'is are not, in some cases, living up to the
ideal of marriage set forth by BahB'u'llAh. They
are prone to being influenced by the current light
and selfish attitude of the people towards the marriage bond. Consequently when one sees you are
successfully living up to the Baha'i standard, putting your best into it and preserving this sacred tie
you have with your husband, he is very happy indeed. He hopes you will be in a position to be an
example to others. For he disapproves of the way
some BahB'is, in the name of serving the Cause,
disencumber themselves of their husbands, o r go
and get new ones! (April 2, 1950)

***

It is one of the essential teachings of the Faith
that unity should be maintained in the home. Of
course this does not mean that any member of the
family has a right to influence the faith of any
other member; and if this is realized by all the
members, then it seems certain that unity would
be feasible. (July 6 , 1952)
+t*

The Guardian will pray that your mother may
become , a BahB'i, and very actively serve the
Cause of God. It should be borne in mind that by
your leading a consecrated BahB'i life, your
mother will be affected perhaps as much o r more
than by reading and studying. When one sees the
effect of the Baha'i Teachings on another person's life, that very often has a very great effect.
(July 12, 1952)

*++

H e feels that you should by all means make
every effort to hold your marriage together, especially for the sake of your children, who, like all
children of divorced parents, cannot but suffer
from conflicting loyalties, for they are deprived of
the blessings of a father and mother in one home,
to look after their interests and love them jointly.
Now that you realize that your husband is ill,
you should be able to reconcile yourself to the difficulties you have faced with him emotionally,
and not take an unforgiving attitude, however
much you may suffer.
We know that BahB'u'llBh has very strongly
frowned upon divorce; and it is really incumbent
upon the Bahi'is t o make almost a superhuman
effort not to allow a marriage to be dissolved.
(March 6 , 1953)
*rt

The Guardian fully appreciates your desire t o
go forth as a pioneer at this time, and to help establish the ~ ~ in ithe ~virgin
h areas; but you
should not go against the wishes of your husband,
and force him t o give u p everything in order that
you might serve the Faith in this manner. We must
bear in mind the wishes and rights of those who
are closely connected in our lives.
If your husband wishes you to remain where
you are, certainly there is a vast field for teaching
there. (July 31, 1953)

9

***
Your sons, even though they will not be able at
first to serve with you in pioneering, are certainly
helping you to d o so because of their devoted
spirit and their complete cooperation. Life at,best
is so full of unexpected vicissitudes that leaving
your boys a t home does not, he feels, present any
added risks. They are devoted t o the Cause and
will no doubt be inspired by your example. (August 10, 1953)
With regard to your question as t o your going
out as a pioneer ... the Guardian feels, in view of
the aversion of BahB'u'llBh to divorce, that it is
not right for a BahB'i, even for the purpose of
pioneering, to break up a marriage. He, therefore,
urges you t o endeavour with all your powers t o
become reconciled with your husband, as he considers this is more important than that you should
go forth to a virgin territory to pioneer. (August
27, 1953)

*+*

... he wishes me t o say that he favours your pio-

neering. However, if you consider that your going
to one of the Pacific Islands as a pioneer, will destroy your relationship with your father, then he
would suggest that perhaps your wife could go
now, and then you can see how things work out
for your joining her later. (September 27, 1953)

+**

The Guardian, in view of the fact that your husband does not really wish to be separated from
you, but on the contrary is desirous of keeping
your marriage together, feels that you, as a Baha'i, have no right to destroy it because of your
desire to serve the Faith.
Marriage is a very sacred institotion. BahB'u'llhh said its purpose is t o promote unity. If the
friends neglect, for the sake of the Cause, this institution, they place the Faith in a poor light before the public. In these days the people of the
world are so immoral, and treat the marriage institution so lightly; and we, as Bahb'is, in contrast
to the people of the world, are trying to create a
high moral standard and reinstate the sanctity of
marriage.
If your husband will allow you t o d o a certain
amount of teaching work, and occasionally t o
travel in the interests of the Faith, all the better;
but he does not think the Faith should be made
the thing which destroys your family life. (June 6 ,
1954)

***

H e feels, in view of your husband's circumstances and feelings, and also considering that
your two older children will natDrally want to see
YOU* and indeed should see you at times s o that
YOU can help them in their Bahi'i lives, that the
wise thing for you to d o is to pioneer with your
husband
in the States, where your services
be of the greatest value- (July 29, 1954)

***

He appreciates very much the pioneer services
you have rendered. He hopes that from now on
you and your dear husband will be able t o serve
the Faith unitedly and devotedly together, as that
is the highest form of Bahi'i cooperation in mar-

.
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riage. (March 3, 1955)

***

If the condition of the health of your parents is
such that your presence is really needed, then you
should not leave them. If, however, there is some
other relative who could care for them, then you
could help with the work in .+. and aid the friends
in establishing the Faith on a solid foundation
there. (October 28, 1955)

***

H e will pray that the opposition of your husband and sister may be changed, through your
own acts of love, kindness, and the patience and
tolerance you show to them. (March 20, 1956)

***

Wherever there is a Baha'i family, those concerned should by all means do all they can to preserve it, because divorce is strongly condemned in
the Teachings, whereas harmony, unity and love
are held up as the highest ideals in human relationships. This must always apply to the BahB'is,
whether they are serving in the pioneering field or
not. (November 9, 1956, to the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha'is of Central America)'

***

He feels that, now that you have found the
thing you were searching for inwardly, and have
this added joy in your life of our glorious Faith,
you should be kinder to your husband and more
considerate than ever, and d o everything in your
power to make him feel that this has not taken
you away from him, but only made your love for
him, and your desire to be a good wife to him,
greater. Whether he will ultimately be able t o become a Baha'i or not, is something that only time
can tell; but there is no doubt where your duty
lies, and that is t o make him appreciate the fact
that your new affiliation has not interfered in any
way with his home life or his marriage, but, on the
contrary, has strengthened both.
It is very difficult when one has found what one
knows is the truth, to sit by and see a dear and
close relative completely blind t o it. The temptation is to try and "stir them up and make them see
the light," but this is often disastrous. Silence,
love and forbearance will win greater victories in
such cases. However, your husband has no right
t o ask you to give up being a Baha'i. That is going
too far. Nobody should trespass on the sacred
bond every human being has a right to have with
their Creator. (April 20, 1957)

***

However, as you no doubt know, BahB'u'llBh
has stated that the purpose of marriage is to promote unity, so you should bear this in mind when
dealing with your non-Baha'i relatives; they cannot be expected to feel the way we d o o n questions
of racial amity, and we must not force our views
on them, but rather lovingly and wisely seek to
educate them. (August 30, 1957)
Extracts from messages of the Universal House of
Justice
(The following are addressed to individual believers unless otherwise stated) .
Regarding your other question concerning the

-10

strained relationship between you and your
mother-in-law and what you can d o t o alleviate
the situation, we feel you,should, with the help
and consultation of your husband, persevere in
your efforts t o achieve unity in the family. From
your descripti6n of the unfriendly attitude your
mother-in-law displays toward you it is clear that
you will not have an easy task. However, the important thing is that you, as a Baha'i, are aware of
'Abdu'l-BahB's admonition to concentrate on an
individual's good qualities and that this approach
to your mother-in-law can strengthen you in your
resolve to achieve unity. And furthermore, perseverance in prayer will give you the strength to continue your efforts. (September 6, 1970)

***

A BahA'i who has a problem may wish to make
his own decision upon it after prayer and after
weighing all the aspects of it in his own mind; he
may prefer to seek the counsel of individual
friends or of professional counselors such as his
doctor or lawyer so that he can consider such advice when making his decision; o r in a case where
several people are involved, such as a family situation, he may want to gather together those who
are affected so that they may arrive a t a collective
decision. (March 19, 1973, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Canada)

***

That the first teacher of the child is the mother
should not be startling, for the primary orientation of the infant is to its mother. This provision
of nature in no way minimizes the role of the father in the BahB'i family. Again, equality of status
does not mean identity of function. (June 23,
1974)

***

In considering the problems that you and your
wife are experiencing, the House of Justice points
out that the unity of your family should take priority over any other consideration ...For example, service to the Cause should not produce neglect of the family. It is important for you to arrange your time so that your family life is harmonious and your household receives the attention it
requires.
Baha'u'lllh also stressed the importance of
consultation. We should not think this worthwhile method of seeking solutions is confined to
the administrative institutions of the Cause. Family consultation employing full and frank discussion, and animated by awareness of the need for
moderation and balance, can be-the panacea for
domestic conflict. (August 1, 1978)

***

Although Baha'i services should be undertaken
with a spirit of sacrifice, one cannot lose sight of
the importance given in our Holy Writings to the
responsibilities placed on parents in relationship
to their children, as well as t o the duties of children towards their parents. (November 19, 1978)

***

The House of Justice suggests that all s t a t e
ments in the Holy Writings concerning specific
areas of the relationship between men and women
should be considered in the light of the general
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principle of equality between the sexes that has
been authoritatively and repeatedly enunciated in
the Sacred 'Texts. In one of His Tablers 'Abdu'lBahB asserts: "In this divine age the bounties of
God have encompassed the world of women.
Equality of men and women, except in some
negligible instances, has been fully and categorically announced. Distinctions have been utterly
removed." That men and women differ from one
another in certain characteristics and functions is
an inescapable fact of nature; the important thing
is that 'Abdu'l-BahB regards such inequalities as
main between the sexes as being "negligible."
The relationship between husband and wife
ust be viewed in the context of the BahB'i ideal
family life. BahB'u'llBh came to bring unity to
the world, and a fundamental unity is that of the
family. Therefore, one must believe that the Faith
is intended to strengthen the family, not to
weaken it, and one of the keys to the strengthening of unity is loving consultation. The atmosphere within a BahB'i family as within the community as a whole should express "the keynote of
the Cause of God" which, the beloved Guardian
has stated, "is not dictatorial authority but humble fellowship, not abritrary power, but the spirit
of frank and loving consultation."
A family, however, is a very special kind of
~6community.~9
The Research Department has not
specifically
come across any statements
name the father as responsible for the usecurity,
.., but it can be
progress and unity of the
inferred from a number of the responsibilities
placed upon him, that the father can be regarded
as the "head" of the family. The members of a
family all have duties and responsibilities towards
one another and to the family as a whole, and
these duties and responsibilities vary from member to member because of their natural relationships. The parents have the inescapable duty to
educate their children-but not vice versa; the
children have the duty to obey their parents-the
parents do not obey the children; the mother-not
the father-bears the children, nurses them in
babyhood, and is thus their first educator, hence
daughters have a prior right to education over
sons and, as the Guardian's secretary has written
on his behalf, "The task of bringing up a BahB'i
.child, as emphasized time and again in BahB'i
Writings, is the chief responsibility of the mother,
whose unique privilege is indeed to create in her
home such conditions as would be most conducive
to both his material and spiritual welfare and advancement. The training which the child first receives through his mother constitutes the strongest foundation for his future development." A
corollary of this responsibility of the mother is her
right to be supported by her husband-a husband
has no explicit right to be supported by his wife.
This principle of the husband's responsibility to
provide for and protect the family can be seen a p
plied also in the law of intestacy which provides
that the family's dwelling place passes, on the father's death, not to his widow, but to his eldest
con; the son at the same time has the responsibility
care for his mother.
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It is in this context of mutual and complementary duties and responsibilities that one
should read the Tablet in which 'Abdu'l-BahB
gives the following exhortation:

''0Handmaids of the Self-Sustaining Lord!
Exert your efforts so that you may attain the henour and privilege ordained for Women. Undoubtedly thegreatest glory of women &servitude
at H& threshold and submissiveness at His door;
it is the possession of a vigilant heart, and praise
of the incomparable God; it & heartfelt love lowards other handmaids and spotless chastity; it &
obedience to andconsideration for their husbands
and the education and care of their children; and
it is tranquillity, and dignity, perseverance in the
remembrance of the Lord, and the m ~ o s ent
kindlement and attraction. "
This exhortation to the utmost degree of spirituality and self-abnegation should not be read as a
legal definition giving the husband absolute authority over his wife, for, in a letter written to an
individual believer on July 22, 1943, the beloved
Guardian's secretary wrote on his behalf:
"The Guardian, in his remarks ... about parents and children, wives and husbands relations in
America, meant that there is a tendency in that
country for children to be too independent of the
wishes of their parents and lacking in the respect
due to them. Also wives, in some cases, have a
tendency to exert an unjust degree of domination
over their husbands which, of course, is not right,
more than that the husband should unjustly
dominate his wife."
In any group, however loving the consultation,
there are nevertheless points on which, from time
to time, agreement cannot be reached. In a Spiritual Assembly this dilemma is resolved by a majority vote. There can, however, be no majority where only two parties are involved, as in the case
of a husband and wife. There are, therefore, times
when a wife should defer to her husband, and
times when a husband should defer to his wife,
but neither should ever unjustly dominate the
other. In short, the relationship between husband
and wife should be as held forth in the prayer re- '
vealed by 'Abdu'l-BahB which is often read at BahA'i weddings: "Verily they are married in obedience to Thy command. Cause them to become
the signs of harmony and unity till the end of
time. "
These are all relationships within the family,
but there is a much wider sphere of relationships
between men and women than in the home, and
this too we should consider in the context of Bah8'i society, not in that of past or present social
norms. For example, although the mother is the
first educator of the child, and the most important formative influence in his development, the
father also has the responsibility of educating his
children, and this responsibility is so weighty that
BahB'u'llBh has stated that a father who fails to
exercise it forfeits his rights of fatherhood. Similarly, although the primary responsibility for s u p
porting the family financially is placed upon the
husband, this does not by any means imply that

.
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the place of women is confined to the home. On
the contrary, 'Abdu'l-BahB has stated

"In this Revelation of Bahd'u'lldh, the women
go neck and neck with the men. In no movement
will they be left behind. Their rights with men are
equal in degree. They will enter all the administrative branches of politics. They will attain in all
such a degree as will be considered the-very higha t station of the world of humanity and will take
part in all affairs. " (Paris Talks, p. 182)
And again:
"So it will come to pass that when women participate fully and eq-ually in the affairs of the
world, enter confidently and capably the great
arena of laws and
war
cease ... n h e
Promulgation of Universal Peace, Vol. 11, p. 369)
In the Tablet of the World, Bahl'u'lllh Himself has envisaged that women as well as men
would be breadwinners in stating:

12

"Everyone, whether man or woman, should
hand over to a trustedperson a portion of what he
or she earneth through trade, agricultyre or other
occupation, for the training and education of children, to be spent for thispurpose with the knowledge of the Trustees of the House of Justice."
flablets of Bahi'u'llih, p. 90)
A very importarit element in the attainment of
such equality is ~ ~ h a ~ provision
~ ~ l l that
~ h boys
* ~
and girls must follow essentially the same curriculum in schools, (December 28, 1980, to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahfis of New
Zealand)
Footnotes
1. "Consolation of thine eye9'-an idiomatic Persian expression meaning "child#"
2. See fourth selection from the Writings of Bahl'u'llah in this compilation.
3. Bahfi'u'lliih.
4. Cf. Gen. 9:25.

Faith can provide secure refuge for all peoples

-

As the American Baha'i community has grown,
it has increasingly encountered the challenges of
being a multi-lingual community. In addition to
Hispanic, Asiatic and Native American believers,
world events have brought to our shores Iranian,
Vietnamese, Laotian and Haitian refugees,
among others.
The Presence of large groups of believers for
whom English is not a native tongue provides an
opportunity for the American Baha'i community
to prove that the Baha'i Faith is truly a refuge and
a home for all the people of the world by demonstrating that within our communities differences
of language and culture can not only be overcome
but genuinely appreciated.

tions of talks and other presentations.
If a program or deepening is to be held in a language other than English, it would be wise to have
English summaries of the presentations prepared
in advance and reviewed by the sponsoring institution. In those instances in which the Persian- or
Arabic-speaking believers wish to deepen on the
Sacred Texts, it would be preferable if the only
Sacred Texts to be studied were those that have
been officially translated into English.

st important, the National Spiritual Assembly wishes to encourage all communities, regardless of their ethnic make-up, to hold deepenings
and discussions on the topic of how people from
various cultural and ethnic backgrounds should
relate to one another. Both the majority and minority groups should come to understand how
each feels about the other so that greater love and
unity can be fostered and all traces of prejudice,
misunderstanding and intolerance can be ferreted
out and eliminated.

Those non-English speaking believers who are
likely to remain in the U.S. indefinitely should be
encouraged to learn English. Local Spiritual Assemblies should offer this encouragement, not by
insisting upon the exclusive use of English at Baha'i gatherings but by offering them their wholeFinally, it shouldn't be forgotten that ultihearted support and assistance in locating mately, attendance at Bahfi'i gatherings will be
courses, tutors, books, tapes, and so forth to help determined more by the spirit of the meeting than
them learn English. This will facilitate their as- by the language or cultural atmosphere in which it
similation into the American BahB'i ~ 0 m m u n i t ~is conducted. HOW often during the Master's
and into American society in general.
travels were the hearts of His hearers touched
even though they could not understand the lanEach community should carefully evaluate the guage in which He spoke!
needs of its non-English speaking members and
When we strive to make our meetings radiate
strive to find ways in which to meet those needs
without unduly burdening the community. This love and unity, many cultural and language barmay mean arranging to have letters from Baha'i riers will simply melt away.
institutions translated, helping their members to
obtain Baha'i literature in their native tongue, and
arranging Feasts so that everyone will be able to
participate and understand what is going on.
Some communities with large numbers of nonEnglish speaking friends may wish to acquire
equipment to make possible simultaneous transla-
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gational Assembly counsels caution in business
The National Spiritual Assembly has become
oncerned in recent years about the entangled disutes in which Bahh'is become involved when
ieir business ventures go awry. Therefore, it of:rs the friends the following counsel:
~h~ cases that have been brought to the Nalonal~
~
~attention
~
~
invariably
b
involve
l
~ Ba-v
h*iswho had the best of intentions when they inially made plans to start a business or made a
usiness deal of some
with another B a h r i or
roup of Bahh'is.
~
~that they
~
l trusti their ~Bahh'i ~parters, many believers have neglected to seek the
dvice of an attorney and have entered into the
enture on the basis of oral agreements or inadeuately written statements that later were misunerstood or misinterpreted. Consequently, when
ifferences arose, there was no real way to resolve
?e problem, since the parties often could not
gree on what the original terms of the venture
rere.
The National Spiritual Assembly cannot stress
trongly enough the importance of establishing all
usiness dealings on a firm legal foundation,
rhether or not they involve other Bahh'is. This
pplies equally to loan transactions.
The National Assembly also has noted that the
riends, in their eagerness to gain large and quick
eturns on their investments, sometimes enter into
peculative business ventures without legal counel. When these ventures fail, as they sometimes
o, the friends feel cheated. The believers must
nderstand that speculation entails risks, and
hould be prepared to take the risks along with the
ewards.
Another factor to be considered is Bahh'l ethia1 standards. Shoghi Effendi's discussion of rec~tudeof conduct in The Advent of Divine Justice,
~p.18-24, is recommended for all individuals who
re considering a business venture.
Taking the precaution of seeking competent
:gal advice, having a realistic understanding of
!he risks involved, and trying to keep one's dealigs in line with Bahh'i ethical standards not only
aves everyone G m c o n s i d e m e f l a t e r on,

Friends should not Use Feasts
o sell products or services
In recent months it has come to the attention of
he National Spiritual Assembly that BahB'is
ometimes take advantage of Feasts, firesides,
lther Bahh'i gatherings, and Bahl'i mailing lists
o promote products which they sell or services in
lrhich they are engaged for a living. This cannot
z permitted.
Local Spiritual Assemblies must be alert to any
endency among the members of their communiies to use Bahh'l meetings and mailing lists to
lromote proaucts or services for personal gain.
If such practices take place, the Local Spiritual
issembly having jurisdiction over the matter
nust reque:st that they be discontinued at once.

-

but prevents either the Local Spiritual Assembly
or the National Spiritual Assembly from having to
spend its energies trying to resolve disputes that
could have been avoided in the first place. It
should also be understood that the institutions of
the Faith are limited in their ability to resolve
financial
disputes, since final authority in the U.S.
~
for resolving such disputes rests with the civil
Courts.
The extension of loans by Assemblies and individuals can also cause problems. Individuals who
are habitually unemployed or who are in the habit
of borrowing from others often take advantage of
the generosity of Bahh'is, who lend them money
0' give them hospitality, sometimes at considerable sacrifice.
When a dispute does arise, the friends should,
call to mind these words of 'k~bdu'l-Bahh:
"Endeavor ye as much as possible that difference may not arise in the affairs; let not every insign&cant matter become the cause of disagreement. If such conditions exist the end will be complete dispersion. The believers and maid-servants
of the Merciful must all consider how to produce
harmony, so that the unity of the human world
may be realized, not that every wholo unimportant subject become conducive to differences
of opinion.
"It is my hope that the friends and the maidservants of America become united on allsubjects
and not disagree at all. If they agree upon a subject, even though it be wrong, it k better than to
disagree and be in the right, for this difference will
produce the demolition of the divine foundation.
nough one of the parties may be in the right and
they disagree that will be the cause of a thousand
wrongs, but i f they agree and both parties are in
the wrong, as it k in unity the truth will be revealed and the wrong made right. " (Bahh'i World
Faith, p. 41 1)

Guidance on use of photos 9
poffrait~of 'Abdu'l-Bahh
The following is an extract from a letter written
on behalf of the beloved Guardian to an individual believer, dated ~ u l y11, 1942, giving guidance on the use of portraits and photographs of
the Master:
" ...though he sees no objection to people having portrilits of the Master in their homes, if it
gives them pleasure, he prefers that for distribution and for purchase, they should confine themselves to His photographs, as these are, of course,
a much more perfect likeness of Him."
Moreover, it would be preferable for the friends
to refrain from using likenesses of the Master on
greeting cards, invitations, flyers, and so on that
will be widely distributed, because the recipient
may not handle the picture with the proper respect
for its subject. At all times, pictures of the Master
must be displayed with dignity and reverence foremost in one's mind.

,
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Clarification on registration,of Bahh'i children

,

Because a number of questions have been raised
recently concerning the registration o f BahB'i
childre11 at the age of 15, the National Spiritual
Assembly wishes to provide the following clarifications.
The Universal House of Justice, in a message t o
National Spiritual Assemblies dated October 17,
1979, stated:
"Unlike children of other religions, BahB'i children d o not automatically inherit the faith of their
parents. When they come of age they must of
their own volition express their belief in BahB'u'llih and His Teachings."
The need t o express belief in BahB'u'llBh and
His Teachings upon reaching the age of maturity
should not be construed to mean that BahB'i children cannot be Baha'is until they become 15. O n
the contrary, they are Bahh'is and nothing should
be said o r done to give them the impression that
they are not BahB'is.
In this connection, we cite the following extract
from a letter from the universal House of Justice
to the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany,
dated November 27, 1979:
"The erroneous idea which used to exist in
some western countries was that the children of
Bahi'is had to exist in some sort of spiritual limbo
until the age of 15 when they could 'become' BahB'is. The truth is that 15 is the age at which a
child attains maturity and thus a BahB'i child assumes responsibility for obeying such laws as
those of fasting and prayer, and for affirming in
his own name his faith in BahB'u'llBh."
At present, the National Spiritual Assembly is
not able to register children o n the national membership list. Therefore, the receipt of an enrollment form when a Bahi'i child becomes 15 will be
the means for placing his name o n the list and will
enable him t o receive The American Bahh'i, mailings from the National Youth Committee, and so

Names, addresses are
to be kept confidential
From time to time names, addresses and telephone numbers of individual Bahi'is are requested from Local Assemblies, District Teaching
Committees o r individuals by other BahB'is, nonBahd'is, and public o r private agencies.
The National Spiritual Assembly's policy is that
such information is private and confidential and
thus should not be made available without the
person's consent. Correspondence and messages
will, of course, be forwarded to the person the inquirer wishes t o contact.
It is especially important to adhere t o this directive in view of the present situation in Iran and
the possibility that certain individuals may try to
obtain such information for less than honorable
purposes.
Addresses and phone numbers of Local Spiritual Assemblies are not considered confidential
and will be furnished upon request.

on.
All that is required is that the BahB'i youth affirm his belief. He need not sign the enrollment
form, although it is preferable that he do so. If for
some reason, the signing of a card would be an
obstacle and the Assembly is satisfied that an affirmation of faith has been made, the Local Spiritual Assembly may fill out the card on the youth's
behalf and submit it to the Office of Membership
and Records with an explanation.
Local Spiritual Assemblies are free to issue their
own membership cards to BahB'i children if they
wish.
The National Spiritual Assembly hopes that
great care and attention will be given to grounding
BahB'i children in the tenets of the Faith and in
helping them to identify closely with the BahB'i
community so that when they reach the age of maturity they will, one and all, proudly assert their
membership in the Cause of BahB'u'llBh and become stalwart promoters of His Faith.

.

Request for withdrawal
should be handled
in individual's interest
The only valid reason for withdrawing from
membership in the BahB'i community is recantation of belief in BahB'u'llBh as the Manifestation
of God for this Day. If a person no longer believes
in Bahi'u'llBh and His Revelation, or lacked that
belief when he o r she enrolled, an Assembly may
then recommend to the National Spiritual Assembly that the person be dropped from membership.
The objective in handling a withdrawal is not
merely to clarify the individual's Bahh'i status or
to "clean up the membership list." Rather, the
aim is to draw the individual closer to God and
His Prophet for this Day. Of foremost concern is
the spiritual health of the individual, which can
best be safeguarded by accepting the Teachings of
Bahi'u'llah and striving to practice them in daily
life.
The National Spiritual Assembly has observed
that the most effective means by which a Local
Assembly can assist an individual who is wavering
in his faith o r having severe difficulties is to invite
the person t o meet with the Assembly, o r t o send a
mature and deepened believer, who is sensitive to '
human problems and is kind and loving of manner, to meet with the person and discuss the nature of his belief and any other pertinent questions. Dealing with the matter entirely through
correspondence o r over the phone generally
proves unhelpful and should be avoided.
The National Spiritual Assembly also discourages the use of returnable form letters o r postcards as a means of determining whether an individual wishes to maintain his Bahh'i membership.
The use of such forms is inappropriate because it
lessens the significance of the issue at hand.

J
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Upon investigation a n Assembly may learn that
the individual believes in BahB'u'llBh but does not
wish t o participate in the affairs of the BahB'i
community. If this is the case, the individual's
wishes should be honored. Every person has the
right t o determine what the degree of his activity
will be.
The Local Assembly should strive to make each
individual feel he is a welcome and valued member of the community and should, of course, try
t o nurture the friends and draw them closer to the
BahB'i community. However, Assemblies should

15
avoid spending too much time o n trying to revive
the interest of individuals who d o not wish to participate. The best approach is to concentrate on
teaching the Faith and bringing new souls into the
community.
When reporting a withdrawal to the National
Spiritual Assembly, the Local Spiritual Assembly
should give a brief but complete summary of the
case and include its recommendation and the reasons behind it. In such cases action will not be
taken without the Local Spiritual Assembly's recommendation.

Teaching trips ihould be coordinated beforehand
The National Teaching Committee encourages
BahB'is t o undertake teaching trips whenever and
I.
wherever possible.
1
Those who wish to take such trips within their
, own districts are encouraged to discuss their plans
with the District Teaching Committee so that their
time, energies and resources may be used to best
(1 advantage.
BahA9is traveling outside their districts are encouraged t o contact the District Teaching Comrnittee in the district to which they are traveling,
o r the National Teaching Committee, which they
can reach by telephoning 312-869-9039.
Consultation with the National or District
Teaching Committees should be initiated as far in
advance of the trip as possible t o allow ample time
for arrangements to be made.
Traveling teachers should expect t o provide for
their own meals and lodging and should not expect t o be offered hospitality by the BahB'is they
visit.
v

Only National Assembly may
issue credentials to new arrivals
The National Spiritual Assembly wishes to remind the friends that only the National Spiritual
Assembly may issue BahB'i credentials to believers
' w h o enter the U.S. from other countries.
This is especially true of BahA'is from Iran.
Until the National Assembly can confirm that an
Iranian believer is a BahB'i in good standing, he o r
she is not to be extended the privileges of Baha'i
membership, including attending Feasts and sewing o n BahB'i institutions.
Obviously, in tight of the present situation in
Iran, the checking of credentials is sometimes a
slow process and the National Assembly is aware
that delays may cause inconvenience and hardship. But the current crisis demands this extra
measure of caution. It is hoped that all of the
friends will be careful to check credentials and will
give the National Assembly their fullest
in
upholding this policy.
The assistance of the friends in this connection
is especially sought at RidvBn, when Local Spiritual Assemblies are elected. It is vital that indi- viduals who have not yet been issued a U.S. BahB'i membership card not be allowed t o vote or to
be voted for in BahB'i elections.

If a traveling teacher is unable to provide his ,
own housing or meals, he may discuss the matter
with the District or National Teaching Committee, but should understand that it may not be possible for suitable arrangements to be made on his
behalf.
Those who are traveling on business are also encouraged to notify the National Teaching Com, ,
mittee. It may be possible to arrange for them to
meet with the BahB'is in the area being visited.

Communication with other
countries should be conveyed
through

From time to time a Local Spiritual Assembly
may find it necessary to communicate with an individual o r community in another country.
In those cases, it is important that the communication be conveyed through the National Spiritual Assembly to the other National Spiritual Assembly, rather than directly by the Local Spiritual
Assembly.
While this may seem cumbersome, it is necessary because the National Assembly has received
guidelines from the Universal House of Justice
about communicating with other national communities which often are vital to the safety of the
believers in other countries.
Alaska and Hawaii have separate National
Spiritual Assemblies. Therefore, all communication with those BahA'i communities should also be
channeled through the National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S.

Assembly members have
the right to be present
From time t o time the National Spiritual Assembly is asked whether a member Of a Local
Spiritual
may be asked absent himself from that portion
an
meeting at
which a problem in which he is involved is to be
The Universal House of Justice, in a letter to
the National Spiritual Assembly of the U.S. dated
April 23, 1964, wrote the following about this
matter: .
"Concerning the question of the presence of a

c
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member of an Assembly during the discussion of
his personal problems, all members of a Spiritual
Assembly have the right and duty t o participate in
all meetings of the Assembly. The Assembly cannot require a member to absent himself from a
properly called Assembly meeting.
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"Should an Assembly, not being aware of this
instruction, rule otherwise, the member must
nevertheless obey the Assembly. If he conscientiously feels that an injustice has been done his
remedy is t o appeal the decision of the Assembly."

Dealing with unwillingness to serve on an Assembly
From time to time certain Local Spiritual Assemblies have experienced difficulty functioning
as a result of one or more of their members being
unwilling to serve. Because this issue is fraught
with strong feelings of frustration, the need for
appropriate action and the nurturing of a healthy
attitude are essential.
The Universal House of Justice gave guidance
t o the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada o n
this subject in a letter dated May 14, 1981. The
following excerpt from that letter speaks directly
to the subject of failure by an individual to carry
out his responsibilities on an Assembly:

be able to reach Local
Assemblies by phone

" ...there is no merit in administrative action
(i.e., sanctions) either for the community or for
the individual a t this time in the growth of Baha'i
communities. You are advised to continue loving
contact with the person concerned, seeking to
bring him into the life of the community, and inviting his assistance in community needs which his
skills may meet. Simultaneously it is hoped that
active teaching in the community will result in
many enrollments; new BahA'is will remove the
danger to the continuance of the Assembly presented by inactive or obstinately non-participative
believers, bringing that healthy growth whith you
of course seek."

*

Wedding plans contingent
on verified consent
The National Spiritual Assembly wishes t o remind the friends that a couple is not considered t o
be engaged to be married until the consent of all
living parents has been obtained by the proper Baha'i institutions.

The staff at the Baha'i
Center often
finds that it must communicate with Local Spiritual Assemblies quickly about important matters.
It is therefore vital that each Assembly furnish the
Accordingly, a couple should not make marNational Spiritual Assembly with telephone num- riage plans, and certainly should not set a date for
hers of Assembly .members where they can be a ceremony, send invitations, and s o o n until the
reached during business hours.
consent of all natural parents is obtained.
If for any reason an
officer, es~eciBy delaying these plans, the couple will not only
ally the secretary or chairman, should not be tele- show proper respect for Baha'i law but will also
phoned at his or her office o r place of employ- avoid placing a parent in the awkward position of
mellt, the National Assembly should be informed . \Kithholding consent once wedding plans have
of that fact and furnished with the business num- been made.
bers of other Assembly members. The friends
should not anticipate that th'e National Center
Further, in cases in which a parent resides i n
staff will be able to place telephone calls after 5 another country, it can take time for the National
p.m. Central Time.
Spiritual Assembly to confirm consent through
the National Assembly of the other country. (See
the Bah4'i National Review of January 1982, p. 6)
'Battle of life' ultimately

rests with each individual
"Ultimately all the battle of life is within the individual. No amount of organization can solve the
inner problems or produce or prevent, as the case
may be, victory or failure a t a crucial moment. In
such times as these particularly, individuals are
torn by great forces at large in the world, and we
see some weak ones strong, and strong ones
fail-we can only try, through loving advice, as
your Committee has done, t o bring about the act
on the part of the believer which will be for the
highest good of the Cause. Because obviously
something bad for the Cause cannot be the higha letter
est good of the individual BaM'i."-From
from the Guardian t o an individual believer,
dated December 17, 1943

At this time, Western believers are not bound
by the 95-day engagement period set forth in the
Kit4b-i-Aqdas; however, it would be wise not to
prolong the engagement period indefinitely.
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