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129: Year of the Final Mighty Thrust
Annual Report of the National Spiritual Assembly
On this auspicious occasion of RidvPn
129, when the entire Baha'i world braces
for the final mighty thrust toward a triumphant climax of the Nine Year International Teaching Plan, it rejoices our
hearts to recognize that the homefront
records for the eighth year of the Plan
will show over 4,800 localities where Baha'i reside - some sixty percent in excess of the goal of 3,000-and
over 900
Local Spiritual Assemblies - three times
a s many a s existed a t the beginning of
the Plan and twice as many a s were required to meet the assigned goal of 600.
Turning immediately to the international scene, we hail, with profound gratitude to Bah&'u'llPh, the formation this
Ridvan of a National Spiritual Assembly
in Puerto Rico, which, until now, has
been part of our homefront. Preparation
for this significant event occupied much
of our efforts during the year as did
several of our other international goals
and obligations. The Community is now
fully aware of the vigorous support the
friends gave to the remaining Oceanic
Conferences called by The Universal
House of Justice, especially those held in
the following places: Kingston, Jamaica,
to which a ship of American believers,
joined by some of their BahP'i brethren
from Puerto Rico, the Leeward, Windw a r d and Virgin Islands, journeyed;
Reykjavik, Iceland attended by over 200
American believers; and Sapporo, J a pan, to which, despite the great distance,
many American believers went and a t
which our national community was officially represented by the Assistant Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly. During the year, 182 pioneers, including 10 students, filled posts in 57
'
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countries, and 74 American youth participated in successful international youth
projects in Europe, Latin America and
the Pacific.
Meeting the Challenges of Success

These accomplishments both on the
home and international fronts partially
demonstrate the unbroken high tide of
activity to which the community has directed its will during the last several
years of the Plan. It appeared a t the beginning of the year, preceded by the
staggering victories announced last Ridvan when we formed over 300 new Local
Assemblies - the largest number in this
country in any one year- that the community had been experiencing a recession in the enthusiasm which had added
to our membership in a single year some
20,000 believers, most of them in the
Deep South. But what appeared to have
been a lapse in enthusiasm could more
properly be viewed as a pregnant respite, a pause for regeneration to meet
the demands of the complex challenges
brought by rapid strides in expansion.
The statistical achievements this year
fell short of the' previous year's markfor instance, only 14,000 were added to
our membership. Nonetheless, the administrative initiatives designed to meet
these new challenges were fertile with
significance for the immediate future.
The principal among these administrative initiatives involved: the creation of
five regional offices, one each in the four
regions identified in the Tablets of the
Divine Plan and in South Carolina, under
the control of Regional Teaching Committees; the subdivision of the States of
Idaho, West Virginia, South Carolina,
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Florida, North Carolina, Virginia, Alabama, Texas, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and
California, ,in order to facilitate the administration of the teaching work; the
establishment of 80 District Teaching
Committees, successors of the State
Goals Committees, charged with coordinating and stimulating the teaching and
deepening activities of newly established
Local Spiritual Assemblies, Baha'i groups
and isolated believers; the briefing of
representatives of these Committees a t
the National Bahii'i Center so that they
might get a better perspective of their
responsibilities; the holding of Seminars
for hiembers of Local Spiritual Assemblies in order to increase their understanding of Assembly functions and responsibilities; the establishment of a
Data Processing Committee to effect the
installation of a data processing system
a t the National Bahh'i Center so that the
efficiency of handling the membership
records may keep pace with the speed of
our enrollments.
ur;vlglcr,

Commemorating the Master's Life

The supreme highlight of the year was
the opportunity provided by the fiftieth
anniversary of the passing of our beloved
Master 'Abdu'l-BahA for the friends to
reflect upon the unearthly significance of
His earthly life; and to vindicate by a
fresh consecration to the objectives of
sthe Divine Plan the glorious purpose of
the unspeakable pain and suffering He
endured. It was the occasion for the publication of two preeminent works: Memorials of the Faithful, a compendium of
'Abdu'l-Baha's remembrances of seventynine early believers, most of whom followed Baha'u'llah into exile and prison;
and the Fall 1971 issue of World Order
magazine devoted entirely to 'Abdu'lBahh.
Seizing upon the spiritual dynamism of
this s a m e occasion, the Continental Bsard
of Counsellors launched their program of
largely successful, regional deepening
conferences; the first was held on November 28-30 in Little Rock; the second
and third were held simultaneously on
March 30-April 2 in Fort Wayne and
Reno.
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The Phenomenon in the South

A major challenge to the homefront
continues to be the phenomenon of enrollment by troops in the South, particularly
in South Carolina. The national community and, indeed, the world community were galvanized by the news of thousands enrolling in South Carolina; it had
the effect of sparking enthusiastic teaching activities in States outside of the
South - an effect, which, even now, pervades the community. But it is the nature
of a phenomenon to pose questions to
which answers may remain obscure until
much experience has been gained. The
response of the institutions to the situation in South Carolina has had to be flexible to treat the labyrinth of changing
circumstances. We feel that sufficient
perspective on the situation has now been
gathered to render certain reliable conclusions. Some of the realities prevailing
in South Carolina might best be summarized by quoting an excerpt from
s o m e suggestions for teaching the
masses. which were attached to a letter
written by The Universal House of Justice to NationaI Spiritual Assemblies on
July 13, 1964:

---
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In the course of carrying out such a tremendous spiritual campaign among the masses,
disappointments may well be encountered.
We tabulate a few instances that have been
brought to our notice:
a ) Visiting pioneers or teachers may h d ,
in some places, newly enrolled believers
not so enthusiastic about their religion a s
expected, or not adjusting to standards of
Bahl'i life, or they may find them thinking
of material benefits they may hope to derive from their new membership. We should
always remember that the process of nursing the believer into full spiritual maturity
is slow, and needs loving education and
patience.
b) Some teaching committees, in their
eagerness to obtain results, place undue emphasis on obtaining a great number of
declarations to the detriment of the quality
of teaching.
c) Some traveling teachers, in their desire
to show the result of their services, may not
scrupulously teach their contacts, and in
some rare cases, if, God forbid, they a r e
insincere, may even give false reports.

All the difficulties thus described a r e
part of the picture in South Carolina;
however, this fact must not detract from
the genuineness and essential integrity
of the teaching work in that State. We
(Continued on page 7)
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TREASURER'S REPORT TO THE
AMERICAN BAHA'I'COMMUNITY
Guardi,an wou Id advi s e your Assembly to continue im- 1: - -.- --upon- Lne- De1iever.s
the necessity of their contributing
regularly to the National Fund, irrespective of whether there
is a n emergency to be m e t or not. Nothing short of a continuous flow of contributions to that Fund can, indeed, insure the
financial stability upon which so much of the progress' of the
institutions of the Faith must now inevitably depend."
Letter on behalf of the Guardian dated July 29, 1935
pressing
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Principles of Contribu!ing. outlined by Shoghi Effendi:

* THE FUND IS THE BEDROCK O F ALL THE INSTITUTIONS W E ARE
LABORING SO HARD TO CONSTRUCT.

* CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUND ARE COMPLETELY AND TOTALLY
VOLUNTARY.

* CONTRIBUTIONS ARE A SACRED OBLIGATION O F EACH BAHA'I.
* EVERY SINGLE BAHA'I SHOULD PARTICIPATE BY GIVING TO THE
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FUND, NO MATTER HOW SMALL THE AMOUNT.
* REGULARITY OF GIVING IS AN ESSENTIAL CONSIDERATION.
* TO B E TRULY MERITORIOUS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUND
SHOULD INVOLVE SOME ELEMENT O F SACRIFICE.
* THE FUND SHOULD B E A REGULAR SUBJECT O F CONSULTATION
AT FEASTS AND ASSEMBLY MEETINGS.
In addition to contributing to the local Fund, individuals, Groups and Assemblies have the privelege of supporting the following:
International Baha'i Fund
The Universal House of Justice
Baha'i World Center
P.O. Box 155
Haifa, Israel

National BahA'i Fund
112 Linden Avenue
Wilmette. Illinois 60091
F o r support of the budget of the National
Spiritual Assembly of the United States.

F o r support of The Universal House of
Justice in carrying out their world-wide
responsibilities.
ContinentaI Bahh'i Fund
418 Forest Avenue
Wilmette, Illinois 60091

Baha'i
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F o r support of the work of the Continental
Board of Counsellors for North America.

Wills and

It is incumbent upon all Baha'is to have
a will m a d e to provide for the disposition
of their property after death a s well a s to
to state instructions concerning BahA'i
burial. An attorney should be consulted
to assure its legal validity and effectiveness. When making a bequest for use by
the National Spiritual Assembly, describe

Bequests

the beneficiary as: "The body, elected by
the Baha'is of the United States and
known a s the National Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'is of the United States, whose
headquarters is located in the Village of
Wilmette, County of Cook, State of Illinois."
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1971-1972

INTERNATIONAL
I

(40 PERCENT)

EXPENDITURES

UNIVERSAL HOUSE O F JUSTICE
SUPPORT TO NATIONAL
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES
HOLY L A N D
CARE OF GARDENS
HOSPITALITY TO PILGRIMS
WORLD CENTER STAFF
UNITED STATES PIONEERS

UNALLOCA'TED BUDGET

RECRUIT, TRAIN, AND HELP
SUPPORT

( 1 PERCENT)

UNITED STATES FOREIGN
PROPERTY GOALS

NATIONAL PROPERTIES
(7 PERCENT)
MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS OF:

'

B A H A ' ~HOUSE OF WORSHIP

NATIONAL
ADMINISTRATION-

OTHER NATIONAL PROPER.
TIES

BAHA'~SCHOOLS

(17 PERCENT)

LOUIS G. GREGORY BAHA'~
INSTITUTE
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

INSURANCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

\

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER
D A T A PROCESSING
NATIONAL CONFERENCES
AND SEMINARS

NATIONAL TEACHING
(25 PERCENT)

PROCLAMATION, EXPANSION
A N D CONSOLIDATION
NEW ENROLLMENTS
BAHA.~CAMPUS CLUBS

THE AMERICAN B A H A ' ~
TEACHING AND DEEPENING
MATERIALS
FILMS
PUBLIC INFORMATION
BAHA'~HOUSE OF WORSHIP
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