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Lewis, a retired military man, first got inter‐
ested in the neo-Nazis while he served as a unit
commander in the U.S. Army in Germany during
the eighties and again after the reunification. Dis‐
turbed by the violence of the nationalist minigroups, he tried to learn as much as possible
about this ugly phenomenon in the context of a
German society he wanted to understand. The
sources he assembled for this survey will not im‐
press scholars. He relies primarily on general
press reports, most notably the Army's Stars and
Stripes, as well as major American news maga‐
zines, a few newspaper articles, and the two pop‐
ular New Yorker articles by Jane Kramer and for‐
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spellings), none of the major German works on
the radical right (by Wilhelm Heitmeyer, Richard
Stoess, Juergen Falter, Wolfgang Benz, Paul Ger‐
hard, Klaus Schoenekaes et al.) are mentioned,
nor are the leading recent American books on the
subject, Hans-Georg Betz, Radical Right-Wing
Populism in Western Europe (1994) and Herbert
Kitschelt, The Radical Right in Western Europe
(1995). Lewis does not seem to be familiar with
these works. There are no sources given for any of
the tables, and there are a few critical mis‐
spellings
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thus not surprising that some of Lewis's judge‐
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ments are curious--e.g. that "public opinion in the
United States (on German reunification) tended to
reflect British sentiment" (p. 5), just because the
percentages of approval he found happened to be
identical; or that Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich
Genscher's resignation was "a major blow to the
legitimacy of Kohl's CDU party" (p. 9).
Yet I would recommend this book as a clear,
well-balanced, and responsible summation, writ‐
ten in plain language and presented in brief easyto-follow chapters. While Lewis wants the reader
to understand that the racist, anti-democratic par‐
ties and youth gangs are an ugly and serious
threat to an otherwise democratic and peaceful
new Germany, he is neither sensationalist nor
alarmist. He eschews the hysterical overreactions
of many leftists like Gerhard Zwerenz (Rechts und
Dumm) or Klaus Farin/Eberhard Seidel-Pielen
(Rechtsruck: Rassismus im neuen Deutschland),
which is listed in the bibliography); and he does
not blame some deep-seated cultural or constitu‐
tional racism in German culture. But he also re‐
flects critically on ineffective officia measures
against symptoms rather than causes of rightist
violence. After summarizing the reunification and
the radical right parties before 1989 in the first
two chapters, he soberly traces the radical right
story in six chapters from the first post-reunifica‐
tion disturbances through the 1992/93 peak explo‐
sions to the decline and the beginnings of interna‐
tional cooperation to shut down neo-Nazi supply
links. The concluding chapter and epilogue point
to the deeply ambivalent nature of the "miracle"
of reunification, which has been remarkably
peaceful even as the fissures through German so‐
ciety seem to have multiplied in a new, unexpect‐
ed messy normality.
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