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libraries in such cities as Boston, New York, Cleve‐
land, or Portland, Oregon, will have noted that
many of the users seek business information. This
may well have been equally true for the users of
small town and southern libraries. But Van Slyke
confines her cultural analysis largely to the read‐
ers of fiction.
Altogether, Abigail Van Slyke's Free To All is
an impressive, ambitious, and stimulating book. It
opens a new approach to the history of America's
small towns and urban neighborhoods, and it de‐
serves a wide readership among students of ur‐
ban development and design and American cul‐
ture.
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