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In this novel for nine- to twelve-year-olds, Marston
tells us of the interweaving lives of Bata, a lowly sculptor’s assistant; Hector, a young Greek soldier and son
of an important Greek general; and Meret, Pharaoh’s
daughter, destined to become the Divine Wife of Amun.
Fate brings together these very different individuals as
Hector befriends Bata and together they plan to rescue
Meret after political intrigues intervene in her father’s
plans. Bata’s purpose is to restore a special statue of the
goddess Taweret (the Ugly Goddess of the title) to Meret,
while Hector seeks to win her love.

litically complex world of the Twenty-Sixth Dynasty in
which the position of Divine Wife of Amun did play an
important role. We are also introduced to the idea of foreign mercenaries working within Egypt, of the growing
strength of the Persian Empire and the threat it poses to
Egypt in this period, as well as the concept of personal
religion through Bata’s relationship with Taweret, embodied in the statue with which he converses and which
he (alone) sees move.
This book is a very enjoyable read and can be highly
recommended.

Marston has crafted an engaging plot set in the poIf there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at:
https://networks.h-net.org/h-afrteach
Citation: Alexandra O’Brien. Review of Marston, Elsa, The Ugly Goddess. H-AfrTeach, H-Net Reviews. November,
2003.
URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=8407
Copyright © 2003 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work for
nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and accurate attribution to the author, web location, date of publication,
originating list, and H-Net: Humanities & Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use, contact the Reviews
editorial staff at hbooks@mail.h-net.msu.edu.

1

