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Granieri's book was published exactly at the
right moment. The ambivalent alliance between
Germany, France and the United States has been
obvious since summer 2002, and is frequently dis-
cussed. It has become clear that a common "West"
is a rather fragile idea, which must be renewed
continually by political and symbolic actions. Still,
every handshake of George W. Bush is interpreted
as a major political action, which is decisive for
understanding the unity or the distance in these
relationships.

Granieri's study looks at the origins of this
ambivalent alliance. The major goal of his study is
to improve our understanding of the "West" and
the "Westbindung" by examining the policies of
Konrad Adenauer and the CDU/CSU (p. xi). Ade-
nauer is an interesting subject for such a case
study because he represented the different con-
cepts of the West in one person. During the 1950s
Adenauer forged an enduring relationship be-
tween Europe and the United States. One decade
later he criticized the United States and sought, in-
stead, a continental Europe with a close relation-
ship between Germany and France. This turn led

to a great public controversy which divided his
party, the German Christian Democrates (CDU/
CSU), into two fractions. These "Gaullists" and "At-
lanticists" were arguing about the best way to in-
tegrate Germany into the West.

Granieri stresses that Adenauer's foreign poli-
cy is a topic that has received "little attention" (p.
8). Rather, it has been a central subject of contem-
porary history since the 1960s. Scholars like Ar-
nulf Baring, Hans-Peter Schwarz and Klaus Hilde-
brand have written detailed studies on this topic
since the sixties, and it was a major theme of Ade-
nauer's biographers.[1] Because these works em-
ploy a quietly traditional methodological ap-
proach, the modern history of foreign policy still
has not been integrated into mainstream intellec-
tual, social and cultural history. The idea of the
"West" might provide an excellent link to such a
revision.

Granieri is very familiar with the existing lit-
erature. His book, which is based on his disserta-
tion, discusses different scholarly interpretations
and reveals his knowledge of contemporary Ger-
man history. At the same time his study uses rich



sources from several German archives (of course
these archives were not just opened "over the past
few years" as the book cover tells us, but the
sources have been used by many scholars before).
In his ambiguous introduction, Granieri points
out that the origin of the later division into
"Gaullists" and "Atlanticists" was rooted in two di-
vergent conceptions of the West. On the one hand
was the ideological idea of the "christliche Abend-
land." This was a cultural concept that essentially
included continental Europe and had a special ap-
peal for Catholics and Germans from the South
and West of the Federal Republic. One the other
hand, there was a more pragmatic conception of
"the West in general,” including the United States
and Britain. This concept relied more on the de-
sire for prosperity and reconstruction, and was
especially supported by North German Protes-
tants (pp. 15-17). As in other political questions,
Konrad Adenauer had a flexible perspective.
While his background marked him as an advocate
of the "Abendland," his political instincts encour-
aged him to be open to Atlanticism as well (p. 19).

After these interesting reflections, Granieri
presents the most important steps of Adenauer's
foreign policy. The Chancellor is presented as a
"calculating pragmatist" (p. 156). He used rearma-
ment to achieve West German sovereignty. Ade-
nauer's reaction to Stalin's note is interpreted as
his desire to see the treaties completed quickly (p.
53). A close analysis of Adenauer's journey to the
United States in 1953 shows how the symbolic in-
tegration within the West was planned. The inte-
gration into NATO, after the failure of the Euro-
pean Defense Community, is seen as a triumph of
the "Atlanticists" (pp. 79-83). In the years after
1955, Adenauer tried to preserve the new struc-
ture and defended the new status quo (p. 102).

Finally, Granieri analyzes how Adenauer
changed his position. The years between 1958 and
1961 revealed a crisis within both the West and
the Christian Democrats. As the Allies differed on
future policy, the Federal Republic now faced a
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choice (p. 142). Adenauer and his inner circle
viewed the Kennedy administration with increas-
ing mistrust because detente was seen as an as-
sault to his policy. This friction between Washing-
ton and Bonn sharpened a division within the
Union. After the Elysee Treaty and Adenauer's re-
tirement this debate was completely unleashed in
public. The foreign minister, Gerhard Schroeder,
was even charged with marital infidelity by the
Gaullist members of his own party (p. 213).

It is easy to follow Granieri's strictly chrono-
logical and clearly written chapters. One might
complain that the book offers only a few new in-
terpretations and details not already mentioned
in the existing German literature on this topic.
Methodologically, it has a rather conservative ap-
proach. The author asks interesting questions in
his Introduction, but the book does not really an-
swer them. One should not expect a book dis-
cussing different cultural ideas of the West. The
author, for example, tells us that Catholics and
Protestants had different ideas about the West,
but does not closely explain how these differences
developed. The CDU/CSU's interpretations of the
West, during the 1950s, are mentioned only in a
few instances. Instead Adenauer's negotiations
are described. Still, for those scholars who are not
familiar with the foreign policy of Adenauer, this
book is an excellent study in English.

Note:

[1]. See, for instance, Arnulf Baring, Aussen-
politik in Adenauers Kanzlerdemokratie. Bonns
Beitrag zur Europdischen Verteidigungsgemein-
schaft (Munich 1969); Hans-Peter Schwarz, Ade-
nauer. Vol. 1: Der Aufstieg 1876-1952 (Stuttgart
1986) and Vol 2: Der Staatsmann 1952-1967
(Stuttgart 1991); Henning Koehler, Adenauer. Eine
politische Biographie (Berlin 1994).
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