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The number and range of primary sources
used to support his thesis is impressive. Roughly
3,500 Oregon divorce records are examined. Nov‐
els, films, comic strips, and newspaper commen‐
taries are then used to illustrate and explain shifts
seen in legal records, especially in his discussion
of men's ambivalence toward women. His analy‐
sis is primarily qualitative, but he also tries to
measure quantitative changes based on this quali‐
tative reading of evidence.
Intuitively, he may be right about both the
timing and nature of the historical shifts in vio‐
lence against wives. It is a thought-provoking the‐
sis. However, his use of statistical comparisons
over time is problematical. Changes in raw num‐
bers are compared without consideration for
changes in population size, and some of the shifts
he identifies quantitatively can be explained by
changes in definitions of normal behavior, per‐
ceptions of individual rights, and processes used
to deal with undesired behavior. A consideration
of when marriages occurred and violence began,
rather than solely when divorce papers were
filed, would also improve the analysis. Therefore,
these estimates are better considered as theoreti‐
cal suggestions rather than measurements.
Despite these problems, which I suspect we
will be wrestling with for years because of the na‐
ture of the sources, What Trouble I Have Seen is
an immensely useful book. Peterson Del Mar's
thesis regarding historical changes in the level
and nature of violence against wives is a muchneeded contribution, as he ties together disparate
changes in society. His careful reading of legal
documents blended with a variety of popular cul‐
ture sources gives us greater insight into the prob‐
lem.
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