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This 255-page volume contributes substantial‐
ly to our understanding of economic relief in the
form of employment during the Great Depression
of the 1930s and the parallel need to conduct pro‐
fessional archaeological research. Fagette charac‐
terizes federal and state government New Deal
projects and American archaeological field re‐
search, artifact analysis, and publication in this
revision of his dissertation in history (University
of California, Riverside, 1985). The volume in‐
cludes an introduction, prologue, five chapters,
epilogue, two appendices, 38 pages of endnotes,
390 references, a ten-page index, 16 halftones,
and one map. The author, currently an assistant
professor of history at Arkansas State University
in Jonesboro, reviews nineteenth and twentiethcentury scientific institutions, details precursors
to the New Deal, considers the interrelationships
of archaeology to the federal government and
academia, and then characterizes the practice of
state archaeology across a spectrum of state and
federal relief programs. The focus is nearly exclu‐
sively on personalities, politics, and major relief
efforts in the southeastern United States where
there were few major museums or large anthro‐

pology departments to provide appropriate re‐
search infrastructures.
Using primary archival and secondary source
materials and oral history interviews with major
archaeologists from this era, he demonstrates
how the profession of archaeology was both nur‐
tured and impeded because of federal funding
and reporting requirements. The changing roles
of the Smithsonian Institution and the National
Park Service (NPS) during the 1930s and eluci‐
dates the creation of the Society for American Ar‐
chaeology are documented. Fagette contends that
relief work during the 1930s had the dual func‐
tion of data acquisition and public relations--at‐
testing to the importance of archaeology for the
retrieval of unique information and to popularize
the profession by exposing "countless thousands"
to archaeology. Although the relief effort empha‐
sized the employment of unskilled laborers,
skilled workers including anthropologists, artists,
and engineers, among others, were employed in
archaeological research. The decade was critical
in the development of modern archaeology and
how research is conducted today.
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Readers should also consult a comprehensive
study written by Edwin Lyon, a Ph.D. historian
who also holds degrees in anthropological archae‐
ology. Lyon, a historian with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, New Orleans District, and adjunct
professor of geography and anthropology at Loui‐
siana State University, authored A New Deal for
Southeastern Archaeology (University of Alabama
Press, 1996). The book, a revision of his 1982 LSU
dissertation in history, is more focussed than
Fagette's work, reviews the WPA on a state-bystate basis, and provides much more detail on the
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