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similar "civilizing" mission. For the Spanish this
mission was religious, not secular.
It is hard to see how anyone who has been
paying attention to the historiography of the
Spanish northern frontier for the last century
could have missed this point. Herbert E. Bolton's
1917 article, "The Mission as a Frontier Institution
in the Spanish-American Colonies" (not men‐
tioned in the book's very ample bibliography),
comes to mind.[1] Several generations of histori‐
ans of the Spanish missions since Bolton have
shown how Spain's colonizing enterprise was
predicated on the (not necessarily non-violent)
conversion and civilizing of natives through the
actions of frontier missionaries.
This is not to say that Rabasa does not have
anything new to add. His reading of a broad array
of colonial texts cautions us to avoid easy conclu‐
sions and categorizations. He shows us that we
risk gross misunderstanding of the Spanish colo‐
nial project if we take common sixteenth and sev‐
enteenth-century terms as "defender of the Indi‐
ans" or "peaceful conquest" at face value, and he
challenges us to think of how violence may be
written into the texts of modern imperialism, in‐
cluding those written by scholars of colonialism
and the colonized themselves.

2

H-Net Reviews

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-latam

Citation: Charlotte M. Gradie. Review of Rabasa, Jose. Writing Violence on the Northern Frontier: The
Historiography of Sixteenth-Century New Mexico and Florida and the Legacy of Conquest. H-LatAm, HNet Reviews. April, 2002.
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=6198

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License.

3

