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Roughly the book’s first half is devoted to
Baekeland’s life prior to the invention of Bakelite,
while the second analyzes his strategies for its
commercialization. In early chapters, Mercelis dis‐
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truth. In one chapter, Mercelis discusses an oft-ig‐
nored phase of Baekeland’s career during which
he worked as a consultant for various industrial
firms, a role that entailed providing just that sort
of courtroom testimony. In Gasse v. Development
& Funding Co. (1911), Baekeland defended a chem‐
ical firm accused of local environmental damage
due to emissions of chlorine gas, while managing
to avoid accusations of corporate mendacity. Pro‐
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