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Physician Gregg Coodley and retired Oregoni‐
an editor David Sarasohn have penned a well-re‐
searched and elegantly written book that reminds
us that fighting for the environment was once
something that brought Americans together rather
than divided us. Building on the work of numer‐
ous environmental historians—including Robert
Gottlieb, Martin V. Melosi, Carolyn Merchant, Rod‐
erick Nash, Adam Rome, and Paul Sutter, among
many others—Coodley and Sarasohn offer here an
exhaustive play-by-play account of the legislative
battles between 1964 and 1976 that led to the pas‐
sage of some of the most important environmental
laws in the United States. The central takeaway of
this book is that though Democrats controlled Con‐
gress throughout these years, “all environmental
laws passed from 1964 to 1976 commanded huge
bipartisan support” (p. 257). Coodley and Sarasohn
explore how political compromises formed to
yield environmental laws, like the Clean Water Act
of 1972 or the Toxic Substances Control Act of
1976, but also save room for concluding chapters
that discuss the factors that led Republican Party

members away from supporting environmental
legislation in the 1980s and beyond.
In tracing the roots of the “Green Years,”
Coodley and Sarasohn give the Johnson adminis‐
tration a great deal of credit. The authors effect‐
ively demonstrate that Lyndon B. Johnson, work‐
ing closely with his wife Lady Bird Johnson and
Secretary of Interior Stewart Udall, championed a
truly astounding array of environmental legisla‐
tion, from water pollution control acts to bills that
led to protection of wild rivers and national trails.
But Coodley and Sarasohn are not exclusively in‐
terested in the executive branch and its leader‐
ship. Rather, much of these chapters on the 1960s
discuss the lives of lesser-known politicians, such
as Representative John Saylor (R-PA) and Senator
Howard Baker (R-TN), who became staunch sup‐
porters of landmark environmental legislation,
such as the Wilderness Act of 1964 and Clean Air
Act of 1970.
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