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and postdeployment of the 2nd Battalion, 77th
Field Artillery Regiment (2-77th) to a 30-by-40-mile
area of Afghanistan known as N2KL because it en‐
compassed parts of Nangarhar, Nuristan, Konar,
and Laghman provinces. Forsyth’s book offers an
insider’s view into the challenges, frustrations,
small victories, and maddening near-misses that
he and many other tactical leaders experienced as
they battled a determined insurgent force, tentat‐
ive local security forces, and corrupt political lead‐
ers prevalent across Afghanistan.

After his arrival, Forsyth chronicles his initial
optimism and determination to help the Afghans
defeat the insurgency in his AO, but then the read‐
er follows his slow slide into a more hardened and
cynical realist as he deals with corrupt politicians
and ineffective Afghan security forces. The first
major mission that the 2-77th received was to
provide security for the Afghan national election
on August 20, 2009. Forsyth had no major election
problems in his AO, and despite charges of fraud,
the election was considered a success both locally
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a successful conclusion to the war in Afghanistan.
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makers and doers for their own benefit. He writes,
“From now on we had to force the Afghans to do

Nevertheless, A Year in Command in Afgh‐

their duty instead of doing it for them because it

anistan is a valuable resource for those who want
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a vivid firsthand account of what it is like to have
responsibility for a 1,200-square-mile section of

On April 2, 2010, Forsyth’s mission shifted for

rough terrain, trying to quell a growing insurgency

the final time in the deployment as he formally
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Forsyth and many others who shouldered this ex‐
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Overall, Forsyth successfully conveys the diffi‐
culties and frustrations of trying to lead a bat‐
talion in extremely difficult counterinsurgency
conditions plagued by underperforming military
counterparts and corrupt political officials. How‐
ever, at times in this book, Forsyth’s tone comes
across as slightly pretentious, chronicling the flaws
of others far more readily than he admits his own
mistakes. Some self-reflective analysis of his own
lessons learned, or perhaps some things he would
have done differently in hindsight, would have
been valuable information to future tactical lead‐
ers deploying to a similar environment.
Additionally, Forsyth finishes the book with a
“Possibilities” chapter that seems disconnected
from the rest of his narrative. In this conclusion,
we do not get the former battalion commander
Forsyth listing the “possibilities” that could lead to
success in his former AO, the place he spent more
than 300 pages detailing; instead, it reads more like
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