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Becker is a foremost expert on the histories of
Latin American/Ecuadorian Indigenous peoples
and leftist movements. In Ecuador as elsewhere,
police surveillance records are often by far the
best archival sources on the history of the Left.
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absurd contradictions. These include news of So‐

other episodes of CIA surveillance in the 1950s

viet largesse juxtaposed with reports of Commun‐

give the impression of a Communist Party distant

ist Party penury and ongoing struggles to raise

from working people. Was that true? Becker con‐

money at "benefit dances, raffles, and parties"

cludes that the document cache that he has mined

(pp. 54, 55). The documents also reveal divisions in

so effectively challenges established wisdom that

the party that, until now, were poorly understood

the 1950s marked a turn toward the political

and confirm Becker’s notion that communists

Right. “Rather than a decade dominated by conser‐

were better organized and more effective in Guay‐

vatives, the 1950s witnessed the emergence of

aquil than elsewhere in the country. At times

mass popular movements.” Marginalized groups

though, despite Becker’s stated objectives, the

provided leadership for those movements incor‐

book does a better job charting how US intelli‐

porating “Indigenous peoples, women, workers,

gence functioned than explaining key events in

and students.” (p. 250). I have no reason to doubt

the trajectory of the Ecuadorian Left.

that conclusion. If anybody understands those
movements, it is Becker. However, this book will
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strike. The analysis focuses on the death of Mari‐
ana Carvajal, the daughter of a factory worker; ef‐
forts by Quito police to locate Communist Party
member Nela Martínez for having allegedly ab‐
sconded with funds raised for Carvajal’s family;
workers’ defense of Martínez; and the CIA’s efforts
to smear Martínez’s political organizing work by
falsely accusing her of having stolen the money in
question. The key finding of this section is that the
CIA was complicit in the arrest of Martínez by loc‐
al police on a trumped-up charge, even as CIA op‐
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