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torical narratives informed heavily by texts, while
recognizing the shortcomings of both pools of
evidence. Although archaeological evidence is of‐
ten difficult to pin down to a precise chronology
and survives unevenly, it offers long-term per‐
spectives and views of the lower echelons of soci‐
ety in ways that textual evidence does not. Con‐
versely, although textual evidence is subject to the
perspectives of its authors and the conventions of
contemporary writing, it provides a degree of spe‐
cificity for individual events and historical actors
not found in the archaeological record. The com‐
bination of these types of evidence, so admirably
synthesized and analyzed in The Anarchy, de‐
serves to be replicated in other medieval contexts
and combined with emerging methods from the
fields of history and archaeology, including digital
text mapping and environmental archaeology.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-war

Citation: Matthew King. Review of Creighton, Oliver H.; Wright, Duncan W. The Anarchy: War and Status
in 12th-Century Landscapes of Conflict. H-War, H-Net Reviews. June, 2021.
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=56512

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License.

3

