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power. Through analysis of a broad range of
primary sources in a variety of languages, Paul
Bushkovitch describes how power and succession
were far more complicated during this period.
Bushkovitch discusses how Nicholas I combined
post-1789 ideas of monarchy with “the older Russi‐
an term samoderzhavie (autocracy) to create the
appearance of continuity and tradition,” but “the

Bushkovitch begins with an opening chapter
placing the early modern Russian succession in
the context of other European royal houses of the
period, noting the influence of Poland and the
Holy Roman Empire, which were both elective
monarchies. This introductory chapter also exam‐
ines how concepts of absolutism and autocracy be‐
came part of the historiography of this period in
Russian history even though the nature of the
ruler’s power was more complicated. Bushkovitch
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as Ekaterina’s godfather, Bushkovitch notes, “this
legend has no foundation in fact” (p. 262n).
The Succession to the Throne in Early Modern
Russia draws upon a wide range of sources in nu‐
merous languages. The book is essential reading
for both scholars of the early modern Russian
state and general readers interested in learning
more about the lives, families, and reigns of Rus‐
sia’s rulers from the Grand Princes of Moscow to
Emperor Peter the Great.
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