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vincing effect. In the process, they highlight how
archival investigations and curatorial practices
have the potential to create intergenerational
bonds and provide caregiving models for queer/
trans people who did not personally experience
the early years of the epidemic.

By focusing on caregiving as a form of activ‐
ism, Fink centers the actions of queer/trans people
of color, which have often received less attention
than more spectacular types of public protest as‐
sociated with majority-white activist groups. One
salient example involves reframing the origins of
safer-sex efforts in the 1980s. While some safer-
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olina hair salon in 1986, serves as a revelatory
case in point. While DiAna’s efforts were appreci‐
ated within her community, Fink argues that she
was regularly blocked from receiving state funds
due to institutional racism.
Fink thematically links numerous types of
primary sources in the process of constructing
their argument. This is one of the book’s strengths.
Yet I often found discussion of the words and
deeds of historical actors more compelling than
the literary analysis. For example, Fink argues
that disability kinship communities formed during
the early years of the HIV epidemic provide anticapitalist and anti-racist models for prison aboli‐
tion. The thrust of this argument focuses on
Octavia Butler’s 2005 vampire novel, Fledgling,
and Jamaica Kincaid’s caregiving 1997 memoir,
My Brother. While the exploration of these works
is suggestive—particularly in the case of Fledgling
—the experiences of HIV-positive individuals en‐
snared by the prison system is less thorough. Of
course, as Fink points out, the isolation produced
by incarceration makes it very difficult to uncover
these stories.
Forget Burial is well worth reading. The most
successful parts of this book take the reader inside
the kitchens, bedrooms, prisons, art galleries, and
hospital waiting rooms where people laughed,
fought, loved, and sometimes died together. Fink
makes a strong case that the early years of the HIV
epidemic provide models for living joyously and
communally despite the myriad ways capitalist in‐
stitutions leave individuals to fend for ourselves.
In the process of “unburying” the stories of histor‐
ically marginalized people, Fink rightly and elo‐
quently depicts disability as a generative force.
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