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Philippine historiography has ignored this, seeing
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ern Hemisphere, is less convincing. CuUnjieng
Aboitiz cites multiple transnational scholars as in‐
fluencing her theory and method, including Cemil
Aydin, Partha Chatterjee, Christopher L. Hill, and
Michael Goebel. Her work also aligns with Kristin
Hoganson and Jay Sexton’s recent call in Crossing
Empires: Taking U.S. History into Transimperial
Terrain (2020) to pay greater attention to transim‐
perial histories. However, she also refers to sever‐
al scholars whose work explicitly places Philip‐
pine history in a global and Asian context, includ‐
ing Resil B. Mojares, Caroline Hau, Takashi
Shiraishi, Motoe Terami-Wada, Benedict Ander‐
son, Rebecca Karl, and Megan Thomas. While her
book’s central thesis may run counter to tradition‐
al Philippine historiography, then, it would hardly
seem contrary to recent works in the field. CuUnji‐
eng Aboitiz explicitly refutes Sven Matthiessen’s
Japanese Pan-Asianism and the Philippines from
the Late Nineteenth Century to the End of World
War II (2015), which argued that elite Filipinos
were not truly Pan-Asianists. Even if Matthiessen’s
work holds a prime position in Philippine intellec‐
tual history circles, CuUnjieng Aboitiz’s refutation
is unnecessary to justify a well-researched, im‐
portant, and compelling book.
Overall, Asian Place, Filipino Nation is an im‐
pressive work of global intellectual history. By
situating the Philippines within the broader con‐
text of Asia, and anticolonialism and nationalism
at the turn of the twentieth century, CuUnjieng
Aboitiz makes a real contribution to our under‐
standing of the Philippine Revolution and its ideo‐
logical forerunners and successors. This book will
be an important addition to graduate courses, and
of interest to any scholar of global history, nation‐
alism, and Pan-Asianism.
Sarah Steinbock-Pratt is an associate profess‐
or of history at the University of Alabama. Her
book, Educating the Empire: American Teachers
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