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Alan Rosen’s volume on wartime Jewish calen‐
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dars adds a fascinating contribution to the histori‐

ied by Rosen, most often in pocket form, have as

ographical scholarship on a “temporal turn,” par‐

their common feature their marking of time by the

ticularly research focused on experiences of time

lunisolar Jewish calendar, for the most part along‐

during war.[1] A qualitative study, Rosen’s book
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presents forty calendars produced during the

years are graphically differentiated in the cyclical

Holocaust, divergent in form, authorship, circum‐

rotation between the sacred and profane, essential

stances of creation, circulation, and postwar pre‐

for observant Jewish practice.

servation. For the author, these artifacts show
“Jewish time and culture as an important facet of
the Jewish Holocaust victim’s wartime experience”
(p. 226). Rosen’s novel contribution specifically lies
in his assertion that Jewish calendars created dur‐
ing World War II attest to the Jewish attempt to
create a continuity of time. This stands in contrast
to previous scholarship, which attempts to under‐
stand the Holocaust as a historical rupture—an
event of such momentous upheaval that it severs
Jews’ link between past and future, thereby dis‐
rupting the experience of continuous time.[2]

The first chapter outlines the use of Jewish cal‐
endars in prewar Europe, “a taken-for-granted as‐
pect of Jewish life” until World War II (p. 24). The
following three chapters present wartime calen‐
dars, grouped by their places of creation: wartime
ghettos, concentration camps, and in hiding.
Rosen points out not only the challenges faced by
material scarcity during the war but also the diffi‐
culty, even for those well-versed in religious teach‐
ings, of re-creating from scratch an accurate Jew‐
ish calendar. Throughout, Rosen provides historic‐
al context and detailed descriptions, as well as
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the significance of the Jewish calendar during the

in 1943.

Holocaust—even about the very existence of a
Jewish calendar—from the enemy’s manipulations

The diversity of Rosen’s sources makes a com‐

of it than from the Jews’ dedication to it” (p. 4). Fa‐

parative approach daunting. His case studies in‐

miliarity with the religious and cultural back‐

clude calendars produced under conditions relat‐

ground of one’s subjects of study can only serve to

ively favorable to religious practice, such as the

increase our understanding of testimonies and

one composed by Rabbi Yisrael Simcha Zelman, in‐

documents and the individual narratives within,

terned in the Dutch transit camp of Westerbork.

creating a fuller picture of individuality and

Charting the year 5704 (1943-44), it apparently cir‐

agency during genocide.

culated in numerous copies in typed form. This
possibility, to a certain extent, of communal reli‐
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gious practice stands in stark contrast to those cal‐
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endars whose form evidence the restrictive condi‐
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tions of their creation and use. Pointing to the war‐

ford University Press, 2012); or newly established

time scarcity of material resources, a “recycled”

research groups, such as the Gewalt-Zeiten project

calendar by an unknown author marks in pencil

at the University of Hamburg, 2020-23, which fo‐

the Jewish year of 5704 (1944) in the margins of a

cuses on temporalities in episodes of collective vi‐

Polish pocket calendar printed for the year 1939. It

olence.

includes holidays, Rosh Chodesh, and Torah por‐

[2]. For example, see Barbara Engelking-Boni,

tions, which stand in contrast to the Christian holi‐
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Rosen’s book, overall, serves as a detailed
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study of Jewish calendars in their form and sub‐

Paulsson (London: Leicester University Press,

stance to show a “distinctive manner of organiz‐

2001).

ing time” (p. 16). His is a well-written and immers‐
ive contribution to Jewish experience during the
Holocaust as well as the study of temporality gen‐
erally, illuminating Jewish calendars as attempts
to structure time. For the reader fluent in their cul‐
tural language, they reveal a plethora about
strategies of attempted continuity of communal
religious practice. Though of little value in Rosen’s
present work, a detailed study of “calendars
without memory,” wartime calendars that map
time exclusively by Gregorian counting, could
point to strategies of structuring and experiencing
time for secular Jews during World War II (p. 111).
Underlying Rosen’s work, then, is an appeal to
scholars of the Holocaust to increase their fluency
in Jewish sources, though he himself provides a
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