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amongst scholars to write new and innovative his‐
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Europeans in India, their influence was not lim‐

world is the central theme that unifies all the pa‐
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pers in these volumes. Both volumes are divided
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into several sections that examine how different
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of interactions the central theme of these volumes,
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the scholars critique the traditional approaches

Indian regional histories find it difficult to access
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barriers. As a result, according to Jason Keith
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the Indo-Portuguese experience or focusing only
on certain castes and communities that had deep
and extensive dealings with the Portuguese. As
Roberto Vecchi puts it in his paper in volume 2,
the connections between Indians and Portuguese
were much deeper and were felt in a much wider
spectrum. He writes that the “India” signifier was
used by the Portuguese to comprehend their ex‐
plorations and political and economic activities
everywhere from the South Atlantic to East Asia.
He also cites David Jackson’s work to claim that
the influence of the Portuguese in India cannot be
relegated to the level of a mere relic; instead “they
are specters left by the State of Portuguese India
which continue to haunt” (p. 313).
Therefore, given such formidable challenges
facing the scholars of Luso-Indian studies, the ed‐
itors of these two volumes must be congratulated
for illuminating the pathway ahead through the
various obstacles. Their move away from the di‐
vergent binaries that had dominated this field to
exploring the “threads of connectivities” (p. xxv)
appears to be very promising. Such an approach
and rigorous research carried out by several au‐
thors who have contributed to these books
provide a more nuanced understanding to the
readers about the space that Indo-Portuguese in‐
teractions occupy in the Lusophone world.
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