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The deployment of US Marines to Lebanon in

gion during the presidency of Dwight Eisenhower.

1958 is an important and understudied chapter in

Following the disruption of the Suez Crisis in 1957,

the history of American foreign policy in the Mid‐

Eisenhower announced in January 1957 that the

dle East. Bruce Riedel, a former Middle Eastern an‐

United States would significantly increase its in‐

alyst at the CIA and now a senior fellow at the

volvement in the Middle East. This initiative, which

Brookings Institution, was a child in Beirut at the

became known as the Eisenhower Doctrine, was a

time, where his father was serving with the United

“crucial milestone in America’s engagement with

Nations. In his book Beirut 1958, Riedel provides

the Middle East” and set the stage for what came

an admirably concise account of the events that

next (p. 32).

precipitated the crisis of July 1958 and the Eisen‐
hower administration’s decision to deploy US

In chapter 3 Riedel turns his attention to Lebanon,

troops to Beirut to protect a friendly regime. Draw‐

a country that in 1958 was at a precarious moment

ing mainly on published and secondary sources,

in its history. During the 1950s and 1960s the city of

he argues that the Lebanon deployment was a ma‐

Beirut was a cosmopolitan center of tourism, busi‐

jor turning point for US policy in the Middle East

ness, and diplomacy, but tensions simmered below

and that policymakers can learn important

the surface among Lebanon’s mixed Christian and

lessons from these events.

Muslim population. The crisis of 1958 arose when
Christian

and pro-Western

president

Camille

Riedel’s first two chapters survey the political situ‐

Chamoun sought a second term as president. After

ation in the Middle East from the rise of Gamal Ab‐

Chamoun claimed victory in a disputed presiden‐

del Nasser in Egypt in late 1952 to the Suez Crisis of

tial election, fighting broke out between Lebanon’s

October 1956 and the creation of the United Arab

sectarian factions that threatened to draw the en‐

Republic (UAR) in February 1958. While Nasser

tire country into civil war. Riedel stresses that this

emerged as a dominant figure in Arab politics and

was more than a political crisis—it was a “complex

a strong critic of the West during this period, the

struggle over the identity of the nation” (p. 60).

Arab world remained deeply divided between
Nasser allies like Syria, and more pro-Western

Chapter 4 details how US officials responded to the

Arab states like Saudi Arabia. Chapters 1 and 2 also

crisis in Lebanon and ultimately concluded that

discuss the United States’ view of events in the re‐

military intervention was necessary to prevent
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the region from falling into chaos. As Riedel notes,

the Middle East looked like from the ground level

the situation in Lebanon was not the Eisenhower

calls out for further study.

administration’s only concern in the Middle East
in early 1958. After witnessing the growth of Nass‐
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through negotiations with Lebanese officials. These
talks led to a peaceful transfer of power and pre‐
vented a civil war.
In his epilogue, Riedel outlines four lessons that
policymakers should take away from the 1958
Beirut deployment. Briefly summarized, they are
to avoid panic, not mislead the American people
or Congress, be wary of listening to regional allies,
and listen to diplomats and spies on the ground.
Beirut 1958 is a valuable reminder that US military
intervention in the Middle East is not a solely re‐
cent phenomenon.[1] While Riedel does readers a
great service by telling a complicated story in high‐
ly readable prose and fewer than 150 pages, he
makes no major new discoveries or revelations.[2]
But there is still more to say about US intervention
in Beirut in 1958. One perspective that is still miss‐
ing is that of the US servicemen who deployed to
Beirut. It is notable that both US peacekeeping de‐
ployments to Beirut during the twentieth century
(1958 and 1982-83) involved US Marines, and their
perspective on what US military intervention in
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