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Since its inaugural meeting in 2012, the bienni‐
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Modern Nation in Brazil.” Jaguaribe invited us to

(ISHMap) Symposium has brought together schol‐

reflect upon the continuities and ruptures that fig‐

ars, collectors, and map librarians from across the

ure in the nation-building process, foregrounding

globe to share their research and forge new path‐

both maps and photographs from the first few

ways in cartographic scholarship. The Society’s

decades of twentieth-century Brazil. Her paper

fifth, and first online, symposium, held on June

considered the erasures and creations that take

12-13, 2020, was no exception. Comprising eight

place in the construction of national memory, how

parallel sessions, four book chats, two plenary ses‐

the map reflects different aspects of nation-build‐

sions, and an opening keynote, ISHMap 2020 regis‐
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tered over three hundred participants who ven‐

phers were shaped by their efforts. Analyzing the

tured between virtual panels and a designated

work of the Cândido Mariano da Silva Rondon and
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her own grandfather, Francisco Jaguaribe, includ‐

As Symposium Committee members Jordana
Dym (Skidmore College) and Denise Moura (Uni‐
versidade Estadual Paulista) remarked in their
opening words, this was a “new ISHMap experi‐
ence” but one that they hoped would still maintain
a strong Brazilian feel in the online environment,
reflective of the symposium’s previously intended
location of São Paulo. Notably, this new format al‐
lowed many scholars previously unable to travel
to Brazil to attend virtually, as was reflected in the
high number of registrations. Both early-career
and established map historians were well repre‐
sented in the schedule, which began with Beatriz

ing their notable 1952 map of the Mato Grosso re‐
gion, Jaguaribe set the stage for the sessions to
come by posing crucial questions drawn from the
Brazilian context that resonate across cartograph‐
ic scholarship. In the vein of Harley, she reminded
us all of the importance of “erasures” and silences
on the map, particularly in locales of indigenous
knowledge and habitation. Jaguaribe also drew at‐
tention to the materiality of the map-object, fram‐
ing it as debris: a material relic yet also a “wish-im‐
age of past generations.” Her keynote was a testa‐
ment to the innovative nature of cartographic
scholarship in Brazil.
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modern period, while Manuel Detoni Flores (Uni‐
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fascinating changes in the language of toponyms
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used on successive maps created by the Treaty of

how geospatial data can be used to foreground his‐

Madrid Demarcation Committee in the mid-eigh‐

torically marginalized narratives and indigenous

teenth century. Brenda Degger (Universidade Fed‐

epistemologies in Brazil.

eral do Paraná) concluded the session by identify‐

Day two opened with the second plenary, “Car‐
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tographies in Community,” where Kate Connell, Os‐

paintings of the Greek goddess Artemis and con‐
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temporaneous cartographic allegories of America.
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“Mapping Brazil” explored the country’s represen‐
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tations in colonial cartography, with Iris Kantor
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sidering the spatial dynamics of the 1797 New Lusi‐

panel with an analysis of Jaques Parlier’s carto‐

tana Geographical Map, and Carmem Rodrigues
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the potential Brazilian sources consulted in the
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construction of William Faden’s 1807 map of South

sidered the use of cartographic drawing exercises

America. “Maps and Materiality” prompted reflec‐

in the development of spatial thinking in elemen‐

tions upon the position of maps as both objets

tary school geography, utilizing late nineteenth-
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century examples from across the Americas and
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Latin America. “Disputes, Wars and Surveillance”
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revisited many of the themes of the first “Mapping

maps depicting the city created by the warring

Fixations” panel, with Junia Furtado (Universi‐

powers highlighted how the representation of ar‐

dade Ferdal de Minas Gerais) comparing two dis‐
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land cartographies by framing the maps of the Riv‐

eration of cartographic “truth” that echoes far be‐

er Plate boundary demarcation commissions in

yond her chosen examples. Carolina Martínez’s

the late eighteenth century as instruments of terri‐

presentation, “A Case of Dislocated Toponymy?

torial desire that have a notably temporal dimen‐
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sion. Sebastián Díaz Angel (Cornell University)

age of Circumnavigation (1772-1775),” detailed

showed how real-time mapping was used by US

promising new research on the history of the to‐

counterinsurgency operations in the 1960s, linking

ponym “Thule Island” and how it came to be trans‐

this surveillance technology to imperialist policy

posed from the Northern to the Southern Hemi‐

and the development of a US cartographic ideolo‐

sphere when it was chosen as a name for an island

gy in relation to Airborne Photo-Reconnaissance

in the South Sandwich Archipelago during James

Intelligence Platforms. “Mapping across Cultures,”

Cook’s second voyage. Tracing the appearance of

the final panel dedicated to Brazilian cartogra‐

northern Thule across classical and early modern

phies, saw Roberto Chauca (FLACSO, sede Quito)

travel accounts, Martínez ventured that its “dislo‐

clarify the significant role of indigenous knowl‐

cation” to the South Atlantic may have actually

edge in the development of both missionary and

been an attempt to affirm a British presence in the

military cartographies of Amazonia in the early

area. Brenda Degger’s paper, “The Frontier of the

modern period, before Denise Moura (Universi‐

Known World: The Allegory of America and the

dade Estadual Paulista) presented an ethnocarto‐

Images of Artemis, XVI and Early XVII centuries,”

graphic analysis of eighteenth-century journal ac‐

noted striking similarities between sixteenth-cen‐

counts and mapmakers that revealed the role of

tury paintings of Artemis and cartographic alle‐

Macro-jê peoples’ landscape knowledge in the pro‐

gories of America. Degger highlighted how Artemis

duction of state cartographies of southern Brazil.

symbolizes chastity but is also a huntress; just like

Finally, in “Mapping Movement,” Anthony Mullan

the figure of America famously depicted on the

(Library of Congress) compared maps of two Span‐

frontispiece of Ortelius’s Theatrum Orbis Ter‐

ish colonial frontier cities: Galveztown, Louisiana

rarum (1570), she represents the boundary be‐

(1779), and Nueva Orán, Argentina (1794), noting

tween civilization and barbarism. Her work is

their projected roles in future border expansion,

proof of the original lens that art history can bring

and Patricia Gomes da Silveira (Universidade Fed‐

to cartographic scholarship, demonstrating no‐

eral do Rio de Janeiro) used GIS data obtained

table confluences between the painting and map

from eighteenth-century maps of Minas Gerais to

formats.

show that this “backland” was actually a lively

Book chats were featured between each ses‐

space with a dynamic economy.

sion on both days, dedicating space for the authors

Particular highlights from this fascinating pro‐

of significant new works in map history to discuss

gram included Junia Furtado’s paper, “The War of

their publications. Some of the exciting recent

Salvador City (1624-25) in a New Cartographical

texts discussed included Ricardo Padrón’s (Univer‐

Perspective: The Dutch and Luso-Spanish Disputes

sity of Virginia) The Indies of the Setting Sun: How

in Maps.” Her detailed analysis of two manuscript

Early Modern Spain Mapped the Far East as the

3

H-Net Reviews

Transpacific West (forthcoming July 2020), which

events yet to come, be they virtual or physical, is

promises to be a transformative work for scholars

extremely bright.

of early modern Spain/Latin America as well as
the Atlantic and Pacific worlds. It challenges Ed‐
uardo O’Gorman’s iteration of the “invention of
America” and reveals novel links between the
colonial Americas and Asia. Matthew Edney’s
(University of Southern Maine) Cartography: The
Ideal and Its History (2019) is sure to become a de‐
finitive work in the history of cartography, being
both an unparalleled reference text for the histori‐
cal development of mapmaking as well as disput‐
ing the existence of the category of “cartography”
itself in an indispensable follow-up to Harley’s ear‐
ly deconstructive analyses. Katharina Piechocki’s
(Harvard University) Cartographic Humanism:
The Making of Early Modern Europe (2020) links
the production of maps in Renaissance Europe to
the imagining of the region as an increasingly
hegemonic power, addressing the pressing need to
consider space in this context given the notable
spatial dimension of humanist thought.
Overall, ISHMap 2020 has set an incredibly
high standard for virtual conferences, and the
Symposium Committee’s work to readjust the
event to the online setting is laudable. The work of
Jordana Dym, Denise Moura, Andrea Doré, Junia
Furtado, and Carla Lois, as well as the moderators
and secretaries, to prepare a seamless symposium
that was easy to navigate must be commended.
ISHMap 2020 revisited the themes of materiality,
production, circulation, and interpretation that
are at the core of map scholarship and took them
in new and exciting directions, showcasing some
of the very best of Latin America’s (and the
world’s) cartographic scholarship. The symposium
affirmed that, at this challenging time, shared
scholarship and interdisciplinary exchange can be
an important source of stimulation and solace.
Many attendees took the opportunity after the
closing remarks to thank Jordana and Denise for
transporting us, albeit momentarily, out of our
homes; this reviewer would like to echo this senti‐
ment, and to note that the future of ISHMap
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