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supported the principle of black suffrage in 1865
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about black suffrage from the beginning.[2] Much
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constitution. Drake’s constitution rejected black

migrants, Race, and Citizenship in the Civil War

suffrage and removed ex-Confederates from the

Era (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

polity. Germans feared that disfranchisement of

2013); Mischa Honeck, We Are the Revolutionists:

ex-Confederates would undermine Bildung, which

German-Speaking Immigrants and American Abo‐

requires a more universal freedom and citizenship

litionists after 1848 (Athens: University of Georgia

to function. Garrison is right that suspicion and

Press, 2011); Andrew Fleche, The Revolution of

fear of racial equality led to German opposition to

1861: The American Civil War in the Age of Nation‐

black suffrage in Missouri. But his assessment of

alist Conflict (Chapel Hill: University of North Car‐

the meaning of black suffrage could draw more

olina Press, 2014); and Kristen Layne Anderson,

from Efford’s analysis of Germans’ unique concep‐

Abolitionizing Missouri: German Immigrants and
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Racial Ideology in Nineteenth Century America

fear of competition.

(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
2016).

German Americans on the Middle Border is an
important book and makes for good reading for

[2]. Efford, German Immigrants, 115–42.

those new to the field as well as those already

[3]. Ibid., 143–70.

versed in the debates over mid-nineteenth-century
German Americans. It is clearly written and nicely
organized. The focus at times tends to lean more
heavily toward Missouri than other states. It also
emphasizes strongly the opinions of male, middleclass household heads, although Garrison does not
ignore the voices of individual women or workingclass organizations. Historians of German immi‐
gration may disagree with Garrison’s emphasis on
Bildung as the driving cultural spirit or wonder
how that liberal ideal coalesced with increasingly
radical socialists who arrived in the late 1870s.
Garrison also eschews German unification politics
in 1870–71, a significant moment in German Amer‐
ican
identity formation according to Alison Efford.[3]
But more than anything else, Garrison’s German
Americans on the Middle Border offers an excel‐
lent synthesis and starting point for readers curi‐
ous about the German American experience in the
Civil War era.
Notes
[1]. Bruce Levine, The Spirit of 1848: German
Immigrants, Labor Conflict, and the Coming of the
Civil War (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
1992); Walter Kamphoefner, The Wesfalians: From
Germany to Missouri (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1987); Alison Efford, German Im‐
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