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Union, which unnerved the merchant class-
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cans when helping with the evacuation of US citi‐

dus is an engrossing read. Most impressive are the

zens. Among those who stayed, some perished in

details about the liminal spaces—American-run

the famines that gripped overseas districts in the

organizations, Hong Kong, Shanghai’s foreign con‐

Pearl River Delta between 1942 and 1944. Others at‐

cessions, and the Pearl River Delta—where Chinese

tempted to survive under Japanese occupation in

Americans could define their identity for them‐
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the occupation, while the majority had to struggle
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Chen became the highest-ranking Chinese Ameri‐
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Zach Fredman is an assistant professor of his‐

Herbert Moy, became the star broadcaster for the
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Shanghai-based Nazi radio station, XGRS. Moy’s
brother Ernest, on the other hand, was one of
many Chinese Americans who sought work in Free
China. He did better than most, serving Chiang’s
government as a senior official in the GMD’s War
Area Service Corps, which provided food and hous‐
ing for the US Army in China.
By 1945, new political and economic opportu‐
nities had opened to Chinese Americans in the
United States, and most of those who had re‐
mained in China during the Second World War
chose to return to America by the late 1940s.
Brooks argues that

most

Chinese American

refugees who spent the war in GMD-controlled ar‐
eas grew completely disillusioned with Chiang’s
regime and tried to leave for the United States as
soon as possible. Only those with positions in GMD
agencies, like Ernest Moy, chose to remain, but
most of this group left for good during the Civil
War. Collaboration hampered the lives and careers
of those who worked with the Germans and Japa‐
nese, and most middle-age professionals never
achieved the same degree of success in America as
they had in China, but many younger people with
good English skills went on to successful careers as
the US job market opened to Chinese Americans
during the postwar years.
With Brooks’s careful attention to larger
trends and individual experiences, American Exo‐
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