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bilities by painting the region’s past as only the
legacy of multiple failures to address environmen‐
tal challenges?
In the end The Gulf does not satisfactorily ad‐
dress this issue because it is limited by the conven‐
tions of narrative history. The book succeeds in
shedding light on how the Gulf has changed across
a vast area and time, but it does not say enough
about the motivations behind, and the steps that
led to, these changes. This ultimately makes
Davis’s book useful for broad historical and eco‐
logical context, but less effective for helping us
think about how people can fashion new and bet‐
ter relationships with the land, water, and wildlife
of the Gulf.
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