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An original and compelling book, Shifting the
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the same vein, Black people in the post-WWI
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tinct manifestation of the demarginalization of
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Her novel argument is constructed around
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In the first chapters, Graham outlines how
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World War II history.
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role of white mediators in both Getúlio Vargas’s

NAACP, Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Im‐

campaign

provement Association, the Pan African Congress,
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The last three chapter focus mostly on policies

approach stimulated. The Scottsboro Nine and Luís
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Chapter 6 explores the partnership between

eously dissuading Blacks from embracing com‐

Brazil and the United States to advance a propa‐
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ment.
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Chapter 3 highlights fascists as key inter‐
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period. Even with an expanding civil rights move‐

role of racial issues in their narratives. American

ment in the United States, the results were meager.
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In Brazil in particular, state initiatives of racial
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democracy were timid and even the 1951 legisla‐
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This is a remarkable work of historical schol‐
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very impressive. But even more significant is the

2

H-Net Reviews

extraction of highly original insights from the ma‐
terials examined. Graham’s book is remarkable
and it will attract a very large readership.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-latam

Citation: Paula Halperin. Review of Graham, Jessica Lynn. Shifting the Meaning of Democracy: Race,
Politics, and Culture in the United States and Brazil. H-LatAm, H-Net Reviews. July, 2021.
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=54949

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License.

3

