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tional institutions based on an ideal of rehabilita‐

the most innovative parts of the book, titled “The

tion of criminals rather than incarceration. Most
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convincing is Parsons’s discussion of the growth of
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the juvenile delinquency system based on con‐
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cerns about the future development of both men‐
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From Asylum to Prison also includes an essen‐

including funding cuts as well as the cultural cur‐

tial analytical theme of race, with Parsons noting
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how “as mental hospitals closed and corrections

16). Court rulings serve as the most important as‐
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gues that “race, gender, and sexuality were cen‐
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the monograph of how gender or sexuality fac‐
tored into this history, especially given the large so‐
cial and cultural changes surrounding gender and
sexual norms that occurred between 1945 and the
late 1980s (p. 47). One thing at which Parsons ex‐
cels throughout the book is her use of carefully
chosen terminology to describe the historical ac‐
tors (e.g., as “diagnosed with mental illness” rather
than as “mentally ill”). She also uses the term “psy‐
chiatric disabilities,” thus placing the work in con‐
versation with the larger history of disability con‐
nected with institutions (p. 18).
Despite any critiques, From Asylum to Prison is
an important work that urges scholars to consider
how the contemporary mass incarceration crisis
and overincarceration of people with mental ill‐
ness in the United States has roots in a longer his‐
tory of state-funded custodial institutions. In the
epilogue, Parsons reminds readers that history has
much to teach us about the usefulness, or lack
thereof, of incarcerative institutions as a solution
for the treatment of mental illness or of social de‐
viance. This book should garner much discussion
in graduate seminars and would be a valuable
read for anyone interested in the history of psychi‐
atry, institutions, and the carceral state.
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