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American enthusiasm: outdoor recreation. Here,
we follow the activities detainees undertook to
“push at the boundaries … that marked their con‐
finement” (p. 148). The landscape of incarceration
could be severe, but it also denoted freedoms for
those who broke or expanded rules to hike, fish,
swim, or camp. Even gardening, just outside bar‐
rack doors, could give disempowered people some‐
thing to control and a way to demarcate Japanese
heritage. The final chapter explores Japanese
American choices, focusing on farmers as they left
camps and tried their luck inland or “gambled” on
a return to the West Coast, the place of their evic‐
tion. Wherever they went, Chiang asserts, they
found another instance of environmental dis‐
placement in the face of “discriminatory attitudes
and environmental constraints” (p. 201). She ends
the book with a rumination on the parallels be‐
tween the silent memories of detainees and the
physical erasure of the camps from the landscape.
Chiang’s rich study builds on the lineage of in‐
carceration studies that places eviction and re‐
moval not as an aberration of US democracy, but
as a coherent part of a longer process of US racemaking. Her focus on the environment provides
another category to add to our understanding of
Asian American racialization and displacement.
As Chiang demonstrates, relationships with the en‐
vironment was a social axis that, like citizenship,
gender, sexuality, or space, helps us better under‐
stand the Asian American past, in which Asians in
the United States were both constrained and
seized possibilities of freedom and opportunity.
This puts her story into the longer narrative of not
only incarceration but the racialization of all
Asian Americans, many of whom labored on or in
the natural world, but in ways that have been left
largely unexamined until Chiang’s intervention.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-california
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