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In January 2019, the Democratic Republic of
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realm of politics, in which media coverage is dom‐

power between an incumbent leader and an op‐

inated by stories of electoral fraud, corruption,

position candidate. Despite the historic nature of

failed states, and, especially, violence.

this election, the process was not without contro‐
versy. Indeed, the election was held two years af‐
ter it was originally due, as a result of incumbent
president Joseph Kabila extending the deadline in
what many saw as an attempt to cling to power
after the expiration of his constitutionally limited
tenure. The success of this election was qualified,
however, and was hailed as peaceful only inas‐
much as the violence it precipitated was on a
smaller scale compared to previous transfers of
power in the country’s history, ones often marked
by widespread violence, civil war, and military
coups.

Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs and Jesper Bjarne‐
sen’s edited volume Violence in African Elections:
Between Democracy and Big Man Politics, howev‐
er, is representative of a body of scholarship that
challenges a monolithic and failure-ridden view
of African politics by expanding the analytical
framework with which electoral politics is studied
in African states. While the individual chapters
and their authors cover a range of spaces, sub‐
jects, and relationships, the volume as a whole re‐
volves around three central interventions in the
study of electoral violence in African contexts.
First, the volume’s contributors use a spatial lens
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national. Rather, the authors in their various
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doing, the authors show how the interests of local
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er words, the volume argues that past incidences

standing of the phenomenon of electoral vio‐
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Second, the volume’s approach stands in con‐

lence as contemporary factors. This expansive ap‐

trast to earlier scholarship on African political
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standing of the mechanics of electoral violence by
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course in addition to the physical acts themselves.

in African contexts. Instead, the volume’s authors

While the volume is a valuable addition to an‐
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nies play in both regional and national politics
and the impact of this role on the particular ways
electoral violence manifests in this space. In other
words, the volume’s focus on subnational spaces
and subjects, while valuable, can at times occlude
how transnational dynamics are similarly influ‐
ential in the unfolding of electoral violence in
African states.
Ultimately, however, this volume is an impor‐
tant addition to a body of scholarship that seeks to
address political processes in African contexts
outside of the framework of chronic failure and
perpetual crisis. The analytical lenses this volume
provides expand the frameworks through which
political processes in Africa are studied and, as a
result, will be of interest to scholars and policy‐
makers alike.
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