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An illuminating volume on the legal impera‐
tives of European empires over four centuries,

Pagden moves on from this reimagination of

Burdens of Empire draws attention to the postim‐

modern empires to discuss yet another redefini‐
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carries around in reconceiving itself in the face of
new crises, critiques, and questions. Offering a
rigorous historical examination of the Eurocentric
core of the current human rights framework, the
volume, however, celebrates its potential for as‐
suring a better future for individuals based on the
legacy of European empires. Though Pagden does
trace the anti-imperial discourse put forward by
metropolitan and colonial citizens of the empires,
the volume tries to do justice to the legacy of these
empires by projecting them as ultimately benefi‐
cial, at least partly, to all humankind. Therefore,
while an exhaustive intellectual history of Euro‐
pean empires in the long durée, the book remains
too sanguine in its critique of the universalization
of human rights discourse that has direct roots in
a most European soil: the Enlightenment project.
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