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structure, explanatory potential and topicality),
published in 1998. The Politics of Unreason, while
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more nuanced and subtle in its arguments and
makes Rensmann’s work available to an Englishspeaking audience.
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School, at times making Critical Theory appear
more homogeneous than is warranted. A case in
point is his notable neglect of Franz Neumann
and Friedrich Pollock, whose debate about mo‐
nopoly capitalism was essential to Adorno’s and
Horkheimer’s reflections on the nature of anti‐
semitism.
Such shortcomings, however, do not detract
from the significant contribution of Rensmann’s
impressive book. The Politics of Unreason is a
compelling, intriguing, and well-written portrayal
of Critical Theory. Its theoretical considerations,
in particular, raise several issues that are worthy
of further research. Indeed, with today’s rise of
right-wing populist parties and hate speech, and a
resurgence of antisemitism, Rensmann’s book
provides a rich, illuminating, and—unfortunately
still—very relevant contribution to the social psy‐
chology of the authoritarian character, without
losing sight of the peculiarity and specific dangers
of antisemitism.
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