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To prove the basic hypothesis, Dumitru exam‐
ines the history of these two territories in three
steps. First, she looks at the history of Gentile-Jew‐
ish relations in Bessarabia and Transnistria in the
Tsar-ist Empire. Bessarabia and South Russia (to‐
day part of Ukraine) were part of the Pale of Set‐
tlement where most Russian Jews were forced to
live from the end of the 18th century. Dumitru dis‐
cusses the general development of Russian Jewish
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The then Trans-nistria was territorially much big‐
ger than today’s Transnistria, a small strip of land
on the river Dniester that claims independence
from Moldova. During World War II, more than
200,000 Jews and Roma died of killings, disease or
starvation in Transnistria and Bessarabia. Most of

Bessarabia “came back” to Romania after
World War I, when the Paris Peace negotiations
doubled the size of the small Carpathian kingdom
by incorporating Bukovina, Bessarabia, Transyl‐
vania and Dobrogea into what was now called
“Greater Romania.” Although integration of these
multiethnic territories was an important issue in
Romanian politics for the next twenty years, Ro‐
manian authori-ties often found little acceptance
– especially in Bessarabia, where half of the popu‐
lation spoke Russian and a new neighbor state,
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an occupation from 1941 to 1944. For this re‐
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thorities inculcated an integrationist view of Jews

The author acknowledges some methodologi‐
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cal problems regarding the thesis and corrobora‐
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against Jews in Eastern Europe during World War
II, but it is big enough for Dumitru to investigate
its differences from the Bessarabian samples. An‐
other prob-lem arises from the constructed con‐
text of historical developments in Russia and Ro‐
mania and the research on the hypothesis: where‐
as the history of Jews in Russia and Romania is
mostly presented as findings of historiography,
the arguments for her hypothesis rely mostly on
the interviews, there-by attaching heavy weight to
oral history.
What can be concluded from the book? Cer‐
tainly not a clear, firm affirmation or rejection of
Du-mitru’s theory and its subsequent rationale.
But Dumitru’s multifaceted, detailed description
of the still under-researched events in Bessarabia
and Transnistria is based on many previously un‐
tapped sources. Her attempts to corroborate the
hypothesis have unearthed a lot of facts about
Jewish histo-ry in the region. The book is thus a
pioneering comparative work that furthers re‐
search on a hitherto neglected part of the Shoah.
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