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to include serving as an “expert witness” during
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insights he might have gleaned he rarely incorpo‐
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indeed very intriguing, such as a stint in

and the subsequent challenges of forging a victo‐

Afghanistan in 2007 analyzing suicide bombers
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scribes in two pages. He also seems to have ar‐
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H-War readers also will most certainly be dis‐
appointed if they expect the work to live up to the
promise of its title to provide insights into the
“military experience” of the United States in
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. Williams’s work is
far more synthetic, staying at the strategic level.
He provides, for example, a relatively truncated
overview of the initial destruction of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan in only sixteen pages.
Indeed, he does not even begin analyzing the US
military experience in Iraq until page 169. This is
in large part because he spends about one-sixth of
the book railing against how the Bush administra‐
tion concocted a case for declaring war in the first
place. Although Williams finds faults with Repub‐
lican and Democratic administrations alike, he
spares no ink eviscerating President George W.
Bush’s decision. Characterizing the reasoning be‐
hind OIF (Operation Iraqi Freedom) as one of the
“biggest lies in American history,” Williams warns
readers that those wanting to read a “narrative of
combat operations in the War on Terror may
want to skip to the following chapter” (p. 104). As
he acknowledges, though, previous works have al‐
ready “demolished the link between Iraqi WMD
and Al Qaeda,” which is another reason why this
work seems to be best suited for the classroom (p.
160).
Despite some faults, educators should consid‐
er this well-written book for undergraduates pri‐
marily because of its accessibility. Students who
have only glimpsed bits and pieces of the deci‐
sions surrounding whether or not to wage war
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