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vance knowledge of a planned attack on James
Gallagher, an arriviste local farmer. Over several
nights, members of the Royal Irish Constabulary
camped out according to McGlynn’s instructions,
hoping to capture the Mollies in action. For a time,
McGlynn’s information came to nothing and he
began to appear less and less reliable an in‐
former. Yet ultimately, some local Mollies were
apprehended in June 1856; twenty-three in total
were arrested in one night, including the in‐
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On its surface level, McGlynn’s story is obvi‐
ously interesting, if not much more than an in‐
triguing anecdote. But where mainstream “revi‐
sionist” historians in Ireland often focus, to their
detriment, on such anecdotes and parochial local
histories, Mac Suibhne uses this small series of
events to impart a much larger (and much more
satisfying) argument about the nature and course
of post-Famine rural Ireland. Mac Suibhne ex‐
plains the events surrounding McGlynn and the
Mollies in terms of serious structural changes in
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er quite comes out and calls this entire process a
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Donegal. Indeed, in a letter to Gallagher, the Mol‐
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lies called themselves “Red Republican Irishmen,”
highlighting their investment in, and the influ‐

Yet there were other changes taking place too.

ence of, international political currents (p. 132).

Transport infrastructure was already being devel‐
oped in the eighteenth century. A national school

Mac Suibhne himself is a native of Beagh, and

system was “quietly transforming notions of time

his research has an almost anthropological quali‐

and discipline, manners and obedience” among

ty to it. He compares his own historiography to

students (p. 13). Mac Suibhne sees changes in

the actions of a hated informer. This is clearly the

policing and law enforcement in the 1830s and
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has an intimate knowledge of the townland, its

state called into being in the decades before the

stories and oral culture, and its people. At times,
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he comes close to letting this get the better of him‐
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self. Mac Suibhne skirts an almost Peig-esque tone
when he writes about developments in the twenti‐
eth century, as the region changed utterly and res‐
idents became more cut off from their past. And
yet, he also shows his sophistication as a histori‐
an; “there is no simple opposition here of tradi‐
tion and modernity” (p. 272). At the start of the
book, Mac Suibhne states that “although my own
forebears appear in these pages, genealogy’s
charms are lost on me” (p. viii). The detailed un‐
packing of the family background of his large cast
of characters certainly comes close to genealogy
and sometimes with a surfeit of personal details
for the purposes of the broader historiographic
arguments. But these are minor quibbles and per‐
haps they are the price worth paying for a work
of this density. Mac Suibhne’s book is a model of
micro-history, detailed and intimate but not insu‐
lar or obscure. Fernand Braudel once said that mi‐
cro-histories are “dust”—studies of the ephemeral
that lose sight of the macro-historical. The End of
Outrage shows how the micro and the macro can
each illuminate the other in studies of 1850s Ire‐
land.
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