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propriate as the foundational text for a multitude

tory as a global experience. Drawing on this turn

of global history courses at both the undergradu‐

in the historiography and research conducted in

ate and graduate levels. From a chronological per‐

archives in the previously colonized world, histo‐

spective, the book begins with the creation of ear‐

rians began to discover that the lives of those liv‐

ly modern empires in both Eurasia and North

ing in not only the metropole but also the periph‐

Africa during the middle portion of the fourteenth

ery were affected by their imperial experiences.

century and concludes with the imperial activities

Since the 1978 publication of Edward Said’s semi‐

undertaken by China, Russia, and the United

nal work, Orientalism, historians have also be‐

States in the post-Cold War era. Rather than only

come aware that an “intimate engagement, attrac‐

addressing the events and actions taken by either

tion, and opposition” occurred among the coloniz‐

individual nation-states or global empires, the

ers and the colonized as well as between, and

work excels at providing the reader with an un‐

across, empires throughout the imperial world.[1]

derstanding of the countless ways that empires,

This has allowed historians to realize that em‐

and their representatives, were linked by inter-,

pires were not simply unified entities that ap‐

intra-, and trans-imperial relationships. This is a

peared on maps of the world as monolithic cen‐

recent shift in the imperial historiography and an

ters of power, unaffected by the varying cultures

addition to the authors’ original work, Modern

and ideologies that existed within them. On the

Imperialism and Colonialism: A Global Perspec‐

contrary, empires were, and to a certain degree

tive, which was published in 2010. Furthermore,

continue to be, living entities that are “contested,

the updated volume continues to challenge Euro-

confused, and chance-ridden.”[2]

dominated perceptions of imperialism by inte‐

In Empires and Colonies in the Modern
World: A Global Perspective, Heather StreetsSalter and Trevor R. Getz draw from the major
themes and methods that have emerged in the
study of imperial history over the past four

grating African, Asian, and American empires into
the larger study of imperial history and by show‐
ing how these geographically diverse domains in‐
teracted with one another in a multitude of differ‐
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ent ways, reinforcing the global scope of the

enteenth century up until the early nineteenth

work.

century. Within these sections, the authors astute‐
ly establish their belief that as the leaders of the

The book opens by providing the reader with

early modern empires of Eurasia and North

a timeline of the major imperial events in global

Africa went about attempting to centralize, ratio‐

history from 1235 to 2014, as well as nineteen full-

nalize, legitimize, and expand their control, both

color maps. These two preliminary sections of the

in the metropole and throughout the periphery,

work serve as valuable points of reference for stu‐

sectoral alliances shaped colonial identities and

dents of history who are encountering the study

the outcomes of imperial endeavors. This is best

of imperial history for the first time. The authors

represented in chapter 5, where the authors ad‐

then shift to the introductory chapter of the work,

dress the creation of new colonial identities in the

where they establish a clear foundational under‐

European empires that were situated in the Amer‐

standing of the study of imperial history for new‐

icas. Here, new identities were created within the

comers to the field. This is done by defining such

preestablished, rigid hierarchies of the period,

key terms as “empire,” “imperialism,” and “colo‐

demonstrating that imperial flexibility became a

nialism,” as well as explaining how these terms

necessity to maintain imperial control of global

will be used to support the three central claims of

empires during the early modern era. This chap‐

the work, which are “that empires are an appro‐

ter, as well as chapter 6, which challenges Euro‐

priate unit by which to study global interactions

centric views of imperial domination by provid‐

as well as local phenomena...; that it is impossible

ing agency to Asia’s land-based empires of the ear‐

to suitably analyze empire and imperial and colo‐

ly modern period, is where I believe this book sets

nial processes in the modern period without con‐

itself apart from other textbook-style works. Hav‐

sideration of global contexts...; and that the mod‐

ing previously used Empires and Colonies in the

ern era is an appropriate period in which to con‐

Modern World in a first-year history course that

sider these processes” (p. 16). Although these

examined empires during the early modern era, I

claims are not groundbreaking to scholars of im‐

found chapters 5 and 6 to be the most profound

perial history, they do allow less experienced stu‐

chapters for my undergraduate students, many of

dents to establish an understanding of the inter-,

whom were non-history students and were previ‐

intra-, and trans-imperial conceptualizations of

ously only familiar with top-down, Eurocentric

the field. These understandings will serve as

presentations of past events. These chapters chal‐

building blocks for the readers’ comprehension of

lenged their preconceived biases, a clear sign of a

not only the remainder of the work but also the

strong academic work.

ways in which to approach the larger study of im‐
perial history.

The final four parts of the book serve as the
unofficial second half of the work and analyze the

The body of the book is divided into six parts,

period from 1810 to the present. Part 3 addresses

in which the authors continuously stress the in‐

such key issues as informal empire building, as

terconnectedness of empires throughout the past

well as both the benefits and drawbacks associat‐

six hundred years of history. Part 1 explores the

ed with the conscious lived experience of existing

emergence of early modern empires in Eurasia

within an imperial metropole in the nineteenth

and North Africa from approximately 1350 to

century. Readers also encounter topics surround‐

1650, while part 2 analyzes how the intra-imperi‐

ing the rise of new imperialism and the continued

al relations within these empires allowed Euro‐

“complex, messy process” of creating colonial so‐

peans to strengthen their positions as global im‐

cieties from 1870 to 1930 in part 4 (pp. 329-330).

perial entities from the middle portion of the sev‐

While in part 5 such topics as the use of social
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Darwinism as an imperial tool to justify empire

that despite independence, many former colonial

building, the perception of the two world wars of

subjects and their nations continue to be “haunt‐

the twentieth century as imperial conflicts, and

ed by empire” (Haunted by Empire: Geographies

the emergence of anti-colonial movements in the

of Intimacy in North American History, edited by

second half of the century are all examined. Final‐

Ann Laura Stoler [2006]).

ly, the work concludes in part 6 with an explo‐

The work concludes in part 6 by positioning

ration of the emergence of the Cold War empires,

the American and Soviet actions in the Cold War

as well as a debate on the validity of continuing to

era as being examples of imperialistic endeavors.

use imperial approaches to history when examin‐

The authors also argue that US incursion into

ing both national and international powers in the

Afghanistan and Iraq, Russia’s involvement in

twenty-first century.

Chechnya, and the One China Policy can all be

In the unofficial second portion of the book

seen as acts of imperialism. However, when ana‐

(parts 3 to 6), the authors excel at reinforcing the

lyzing modern global institutions such as the In‐

importance of the various cultures of imperialism

ternational Monetary Fund and the World Bank,

that manifested themselves through formal and

the authors concede that current definitions asso‐

informal imperialism. Additionally, they explore

ciated with empire may require some manipula‐

how the actions of not only colonial administra‐

tion because although the actions of these institu‐

tors and military officers but also merchants, con‐

tions can be perceived as informal acts of imperi‐

sumers, missionaries, and various other agents of

alism, all countries are, in theory, willing partici‐

empire created these cultures. An essential impe‐

pants. By introducing global entities such as the

rial connection is also made in chapter 14, by pre‐

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank

senting the world wars of the first half of the

into the larger discussion of the study of empires

twentieth century as imperial conflicts, and by

in the twenty-first century, Streets-Salters and

demonstrating that the Armenian Genocide and

Getz have once again challenged readers to recon‐

the Holocaust had clear colonial antecedents root‐

ceputalize their understanding of the field of im‐

ed in nineteenth-century imperial ideologies sur‐

perial history.

rounding social Darwinism.

Throughout Empires and Colonies in the Mod‐

Despite the strengths of the majority of the

ern World, Streets-Salter and Getz do an excep‐

last four parts of the work, chapter 15, which ex‐

tional job of seamlessly guiding previously non-

plores decolonization movements following the

enculturated readers through the past six hun‐

conclusion of the Second World War, lacks ade‐

dred years of global imperial history. Simultane‐

quate connections to previous challenges to impe‐

ously, the work excels at providing readers with

rial rule and fails to suitably position these decol‐

working definitions of key terms in the field and a

onization movements within the Cold War era. I

solid historiographical foundation, both of which

believe that the chapter would have been more

are essential for undergraduate and graduate stu‐

appropriately positioned in part 6, “The World We

dents beginning their engagement with the field.

Live In: 1948 to Today,” and would have benefited

Despite lacking some details about decolonization

from

decolonization

movements and somewhat awkwardly attempting

movements, as well as further instances of how

to integrate a discussion of sub-Saharan African

these nations have struggled to break free from

empires, which may have warranted its own

neocolonialism, following independence. Provid‐

chapter considering Getz’s expertise in the field,

ing this additional information would have rein‐

into a larger discussion of Eurasian and North

forced the current belief in the historiography

African empires during the early modern period,

additional

examples
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the work is still a resounding success and should
continue to serve as a gateway to conceptualizing
the global imperial experience for a multitude of
university students in the years to come.
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