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provided first by the African slave trade and then
by indentured workers from China, Java, and In‐
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nically diverse migrant population, Suriname
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the history of leprosy policies and practices.
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ous genealogy in European history than this
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healthcare they dispensed, apart from a brief sec‐

Another important and related point raised in

tion on experimentation with new drugs. Did the

this work is that Suriname doctors’ ideas about

availability of sources dictate the content? It may

leprosy aetiology developed almost in isolation

have been much easier to find records of inmates’
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An array of intriguing and important charac‐
ters appears in this history but, disappointingly,
they mostly remain mute, silenced by Snelders’s
third-person representations of their views and
ideas. The primary material listed in the footnotes
includes a tantalizing selection of witness state‐
ments, letters, reports, and interviews, so the
scarcity of direct quotations in the book is puz‐
zling. This might have been a powerful way of
bringing in the perspective of those occupying the
lower ranks of society, as Snelders’s stated was his
wish. Similarly, the inclusion of images might, for
example, have been beneficial to provide a sense
of the conditions in which leprosy sufferers lived,
or even to add interest to the text.
Snelders has produced a work that is thor‐
oughly researched, strongly argued, and lucidly
expressed. Since almost all of the primary, and
many secondary, documents are in Dutch, readers
who are only literate in English can be grateful to
him for the opportunity to access this rich and
fascinating history.
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