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ing Up Our Own comes through in the powerful
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ers black support for mandatory minimum sen‐

about the limits of recent criminal justice reform
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Americans’ support for tougher policing in re‐
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background, that violent offenders deserve le‐
niency and second chances will take decades. De‐
spite this overwhelming reality, Forman ends the
book on a positive note, suggesting that in the
same way that mass incarceration was the result
of several small decisions made at local levels
across the country, it “will likely have to be un‐
done the same way. So it makes sense for advo‐
cates to start with the least culpable or threaten‐
ing individuals” (p. 229).
This is an excellent book. As a former public
defender in Washington, DC, Forman deftly inte‐
grates primary and secondary source material
with personal experiences in a way that most
scholars just cannot. His firsthand experience
dealing with the effects of these policies provides
sharp insight into the detrimental effects of toughon-crime policies and connects readers to the ex‐
periences of black men and women caught up in
the system. Moreover, Forman treats the topic
with care and sophistication, assuring readers
that he is not blaming African Americans for mass
incarceration and instead constantly reminding
them that all of this occurred under the auspices
of white supremacy. He explains repeatedly that
black support for tough-on-crime measures was
always part of their larger solutions that included
economic and social improvements in black com‐
munities as well. However, in the political climate
of the post-civil rights, post-Great Society period,
many of those potential opportunities to combat
the root causes of drug use and crime failed to
gain traction.
Notes
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