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“In the Belly of the Beast: Ideological Expansion,”

Note

but does not fully unpack the implications of en‐

[1]. William Edward Burghardt Du Bois, Black

closures for these young men. Similarly, Sojoyner

Reconstruction in America: An Essay toward a

discusses the violence that gendered enclosures

History of the Part which Black Folk Played in the

impose on Black women in “Troubled Man: Limi‐

Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in America,
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1860-1880, vol. 6 (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
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1935); and Cedric J. Robinson, Black Marxism: The

sure model. However, given the scope of the

Making of the Black Radical Tradition (Chapel
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Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1983).

tation. Instead, I view this as an invitation to build
on Sojoyner’s enclosure model and examine its
usefulness in understanding the criminalization
of Black girls, Trans youth, and other youth im‐
pacted by mass incarceration and the manifesta‐
tion of the prison regime in schools.
Following the tradition of intellectuals like W.
E. B. Du Bois, Cedric Robinson, and others, Sojoyn‐
er grounds his analysis in theories of racial capi‐
talism, anti-Blackness, and culture.[1] Sojoyner’s
study and his notion of enclosures reimagines the
school-to-prison pipeline and examines the subju‐
gation of Black youth and Black culture in schools.
First Strike persuasively interrogates the current
iterations of the criminalization of Black youth by
weaving in a unique historical analysis of systems
of inequality while simultaneously forcing us to
examine our collective and individual roles in the
reproduction of enclosures. In so doing, First
Strike offers significant contributions to the study
of school discipline, the criminal justice system,
the education of Black youth, and the intercon‐
nections between these systems to practitioners
and scholars alike. Readers will also appreciate
the attention Sojoyner gives to resistance to enclo‐
sures, both past and present, and the clear call for
a centering of art and Black culture, which So‐
joyner argues has “radical potential” (p. 194) for
the education of Black children. First Strike: Edu‐
cational Enclosures in Black Los Angeles is a
timely work, and I invite educators to include it in
their course syllabi as it is an essential read for
anyone interested in addressing the criminaliza‐
tion and “enclosure” of Black youth.
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