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historiography of the Holocaust by looking at

Furthermore, certain examples Berg uses to
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man historiography cannot be explained by the
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achronic approach.

mentions that Adler agreed with the IfZ on the re‐
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jection of Gerald Reitlinger's The Final Solution
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postwar era of being wrong. Furthermore, he

Following Michel Foucault (e.g., the Archaeology
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formation of discourse in which something can‐

[1]. Joseph Wulf and Léon Poliakov, Das

not be articulated appropriately because of the

Dritte Reich und die Juden (Berlin: arani-Verlag,

limits of discourse itself. Thus, it would be neces‐

1955), Das Dritte Reich und seine Diener (Berlin:

sary not only to focus on certain explanations and

arani-Verlag, 1956), Das Dritte Reich und seine

the scholar who wrote about the Holocaust (as

Denker (Berlin: arani-Verlag, 1959); and Joseph

well as his background), but also to take a closer
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look at the way an argument was presented, the

Liquidation

argument itself, and whether this argument fit the

Warschau (Berlin: arani-Verlag, 1961).

current discourse.
Moreover, the tabooing of certain aspects in
the postwar historiography can also be explained
with the aid of the concept of symbolic violence
by Pierre Bourdieu (e.g., in Language and Symbol‐
ic Power [1991]). Following Bourdieu's argument,
historiographical acts can impose meaning and by
doing so they silence alternative perspectives. But
they let us uncover the taboos of historical writ‐
ings of a certain time when asking why specific
books/authors were rejected while others were
not. In this context it is important to note that
West Germany was not the only country in which
the research on the Holocaust was aggravated.
Raul Hilberg, who had--according to Berg--difficul‐
ties in publishing his magnum opus in West Ger‐
many, also had a hard time finding a publisher in
the United States. Thus, a broadening of the scope
of research could help to find other reasons to ex‐
plain the process of ignoring the Holocaust on an
international level.
Although there are certain explanations be‐
yond the pattern of argument Berg already intro‐
duced in the beginning, this book is a highly im‐
portant and stimulating contribution to the study
of Holocaust historiography. In his book, Berg of‐
fers a groundbreaking link between autobio‐
graphical memory and historical writing. His
study marked the beginning of research on a longexisting gap in the scholarship. Consequently,
Berg's critique on West German historiography
needs to be taken seriously despite a few one-sid‐
ed explanations, which further research might
elaborate on.
Note
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