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tionalist rebel groups who had first formed to pro‐
tect Ukrainian peasants against Poles, then collab‐
orated/fought alongside German forces, and final‐
ly resisted the Soviets, Soviet control of L’viv was
complete. On a local level, however, the events of
November 1918 remained dominant in group
memories. Now the Ukrainians could restore the
fair government of 1918, while the Polish exiles
again tasted defeat, rendering the redemptive
power of the Defense of Lwów narrative mean‐
ingless.
Mick extensively uses an astonishing array of
primary sources. His use of Polish, Ukrainian, Im‐
perial German, Austro-Hungarian, and Soviet ar‐
chives serves as a corrective to previous histories
of L’viv and the Kresy region in general that usu‐
ally focused exclusively on Poles, Ukrainians or
Jews. This book is a translation of a lengthier Ger‐
man original. Unfortunately Mick does not consid‐
er the extensive English-language literature on
the Soviet borderlands as much as he might. Au‐
thors like Francine Hirsch, Benjamin Nathans,
Kate Brown, and Mikhail Khodarkovsky have
written brilliant social histories on the broader
area around L’viv in the period Mick covers. How‐
ever, none of these authors consider the astonish‐
ing breadth of sources that he uses. This book is a
must-read for anyone interested in L’viv, twenti‐
eth-century ethnonationalism, or social histories
of Poland, the late Habsburg Empire, Ukrainians,
eastern late-imperial Russia, and the early Soviet
Union. His encyclopedic coverage of the minutiae
of everyday ethnonationalism will make this a
valuable resource for generations of scholars.
While it can take considerable effort to construct
the book’s argument from the amazing array of
data he presents, this books serves as much as a
guide to little-researched primary sources as it
will stand on the merits of its scholarship.
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