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book ended “on a high note when black Min‐
nesotans gained the right to vote, a chance for a
better education for their children, and the oppor‐
tunity to participate in public service” (p. xi). The
present volume brings the story into the early
twentieth century, showing that “despite having
the political franchise,... genuine opportunity and
social and interracial acceptance remained large‐
ly elusive” (p. xii). This, of course, will not sur‐
prise scholars of race in the nineteenth century.

The second section takes up the relationship
between local civil rights activism, race advocacy,
and state-level partisan politics from the 1870s
through the 1890s. Green is at his best in this sec‐
tion when he discusses in rich detail how Recon‐
struction unfolded in a state with a traditionally
tolerant racial milieu. Green shows that Minne‐
sota largely avoided the virulent racism of Demo‐
cratic partisanship in other parts of the country,
and both Republicans and Democrats sought
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tial black middle class, often found themselves as
much at odds with other blacks as with whites.
The third section brings the story into the ear‐
ly twentieth century, with a particular focus on
the emergence of a relatively successful distinc‐
tive black politics, and the rise of a more sophisti‐
cated national black civil rights movement. The
most valuable insight in this section is the obser‐
vation that the late nineteenth and early twenti‐
eth centuries were characterized by sophisticated
black civil rights activism, even in a state known
to be tolerant. Indeed, as Green shows, it was par‐
tially due to the ambitious work of black activists
that Minnesota developed this reputation.
The book is firmly grounded in historical nar‐
rative, with several key personalities providing fo‐
cal points throughout the book: St. Paul barber
Maurice Jernigan, Minneapolis attorney Frank
Wheaton, and St. Paul attorney Fredrick McGhee,
in particular. Green also uses Frederick Douglass
and Booker T. Washington to do the important
work of tying Minnesota’s story into larger nation‐
al narratives of the post-Civil War era. With inter‐
esting and notable personalities to focus the nar‐
rative, Green moves from political to legal to so‐
cial history with relative ease, and his integration
of these frameworks provides a rich and nuanced
narrative.
Green’s delightfully detailed narrative gaze is
firmly fixed on Minnesota, and he might have
done more to situate his Minnesotans within the
Midwest and the nation. He does this effectively at
the historical level, but more reflection on the his‐
toriographical stakes of this perspective would
have been valuable both to frame the narrative
and to point the way for future scholars. Even
without this framing, however, this work clearly
belongs within an emerging body of scholarship
on the midwestern experience with race during
the Civil War and Reconstruction, and helps cre‐
ate an essential foundation for a richer under‐
standing of how midwesterners experienced the
Civil War era and its long-term consequences.
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