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The central challenge with the story of
Menocchio, as Ginzburg warns the reader in the
new preface, is that it is difficult to discern where
the oral tradition ends and the written text refer‐
ences begin. Others have voiced this frustration,
particularly Mark Phillips, who in his article “His‐
tories, Micro-and Literary: Problems of Genre and
Distance,” writes that no matter how close the
reader feels emotionally to Menocchio, or how
close to understanding his cosmology, “our insight
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