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tables of organization for the British on the
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Somme. Information on both of these subjects is
available from more appropriate sources.
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While the author offers anecdotes of learning

These criticisms aside, David R. Woodward’s

opportunities in combat, such as outflanking a

book does offer a good overview of the American

machine gun position as opposed to a frontal as‐

army’s participation in the war. Throughout the

sault, he does not analyze why these lessons were

work, he delves into Pershing’s struggles against

not incorporated as the war raged on, especially

amalgamation. He does well discussing logistical

from the Aisne-Marne to the Meuse-Argonne Of‐

difficulties, from ferrying Americans and equip‐

fensive. Woodward devotes some space to Ameri‐

ment across the Atlantic to getting supplies be‐

can training difficulties. However, a discussion of

hind the lines in France. Woodward also offers a

Pershing’s training program for the 1st Infantry

good description of how Americans imbued with

Division in France as a model for subsequent divi‐

a romanticized vision of war were disillusioned

sions is missing. He also does not illustrate how

with rear area service. His explanation of Ameri‐
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division double the size of any European division,
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positive addition. Students and general readers
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will definitely find this work readable and come

phistication. Furthermore, though Woodward

away with a better appreciation of the American

mentions Pershing’s threat of replacing officers,

Expeditionary Force’s trials and tribulations. For

he does not assess the commander’s organization‐

that, Woodward should be praised. Scholars, how‐

al culture. Pershing frequently relieved officers

ever, will be left still waiting for a definitive work

who did not deliver the goods. Soldiers consid‐

on the American military in the war to replace

ered relief of command and embarking to Blois,

Edward Mac Coffman’s dated The War to End All

where the Office of Reclassification was located,
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as a career killer. By promoting results at any
cost, Pershing established a cultural environment
that produced high casualties and incidents such
as Charles P. Summerall’s “race to Sedan.”
Other questions arise over what is missing in
The American Army and the First World War.
What of America’s role as an Associated Power in‐
stead of a full Ally? How about the African Ameri‐
can experience? Though Woodward describes
racism connected with the training of black sol‐
diers, there is no mention of the four African
American regiments Pershing loaned to the
French indefinitely. Among those was the vaunted
Harlem Hell Fighters, one of the most decorated
American units in the war. The 92nd Division,
comprised of another four African American regi‐
ments, participated in the Meuse-Argonne Offen‐
sive. The issues and controversies surrounding
these and other units are not covered.
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