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Tom Brokaw called them the “Greatest Gener‐

adult fought in the Korean War. His interests are

ation” yet we really know little about them except

writing about real people and their stories, partic‐

for those who were soldiers, sailors, or airmen

ularly those of the Greatest Generation. He is not

and then only if they were overseas. Joseph Frei‐

a novice when it comes to writing about history

tus is one of the few who provides us with a story

or military subjects. Interestingly, his publications

about those members of the Greatest Generation

are not limited to those two genres. He has re‐

who did their duty for the cause of liberty and

ceived writing awards from the Women’s Clubs of

freedom on the home front, for they were heroes

America, the Audubon Society, and National

and heroines also. They sacrificed much so those

Wildlife. In short, he is well qualified to write this

who served overseas could do so knowing that

well-researched and interesting book.

their homeland was safe and secure. The men and
women who served on the home front successful‐
ly accomplished a myriad of tasks to ensure those
who served overseas were well fed, supplied, and
had the necessary tools to accomplish their mis‐
sions. Author Freitus focuses on those unsung he‐
roes and heroines who hailed from the Common‐
wealth of Virginia, and we are fortunate that he
tells us their story.
Joseph Freitus is a retired teacher living in
Williamsburg, VA, who hails from West Groton,
MA. According to his bio he is a Depression-era
child who grew up during World War II and as an

It is unfortunate that too many Americans
know so little about the history of this country. To‐
day’s politically correct society and the rewriting
of history have done great damage to our under‐
standing of our past. This book by Joseph Freitus
helps to reverse those two trends. At first glance
this book appears to be aimed at the residents of
the Commonwealth of Virginia; to accept that no‐
tion is to miss the author’s point, but more about
that later.
Freitus begins his coverage of the war years
by providing an introductory chapter that estab‐
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lishes the context for the narrative that follows.

cusses larger issues such as wartime industries,

For example, he quotes a letter from one Mary

housing, rationing, and the draft system. It is the

Kitchner, who talked about the difficulties her

chapters about women and African Americans at

family survived during the Great Depression. Her

war that make this section truly amazing. The rea‐

family lived on a five-acre farm and her father

son for this is that little attention is paid to these

had a paying job until the Depression set in and

two groups in the literature of the Second World

he lost his job at the mill. As the 40s approached

War. It is highly recommended that you read the

and the economy turned around they were look‐

book to learn about the contributions to the war

ing forward to brighter times, but that dream

effort by women and African Americans rather

came to an abrupt end on Sunday December 7,

than have someone, such as a reviewer, tell you

1941.

about them.

With the stage set the author introduces the

The author next discusses the Civil Air Patrol,

reader to the military situation by discussing the

which played a pivotal role in diminishing the

three services--the Navy, Army, and Coast Guard,

German submarine threat up and down and

in that order. The two chapters about the Navy

around the East and Gulf Coasts. It may have been

and Army are a bit slow although they do contain

better to wrap this chapter into the one about the

interesting tidbits of information, such as that the

submarine war. By doing so the author could

Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington es‐

have added more excitement to that chapter.

tablished a training program in special engineer‐

The author concludes his discussion with

ing areas for enlisted sailors, marines, and sol‐

chapters about prisoner-of-war camps, and the

diers. The organization of these chapters makes

POWs themselves, that were located throughout

for slow reading; the author lists each community

Virginia; the hurricane of 1944; and war stories,

in alphabetical order and notes what the particu‐

which are rather interesting and provide the

lar service did in that particular community.

reader with a personal perspective from many

What he writes about the Navy and Army at VMI

who lived during the period covered by the work.

is virtually the same. However, if you are interest‐

If the reader is a doctoral student in need of a dis‐

ed in what happened in your vicinity or you are

sertation topic, one of the personal accounts, that

conducting research, then this organizational

of RN Josielee V. Callahan, stands out. Callahan

structure is well suited to your needs.

served as a nurse in one of the three US base hos‐

The chapter about the Coast Guard is very in‐

pitals in Russia. She not only talked about her ex‐

teresting and is a good bridge between the US mil‐

periences, but mentioned the American shuttle

itary services and the chapter about the subma‐

bombing missions, Operation Frantic, from Eng‐

rine war. In this chapter he discusses in detail the

land and Italy to the Soviet Union and back.

Corsair Fleet, also referred to as the “Bucket

Perhaps one of the strongest parts of Freitus’s

Brigade” and the Beach Patrol. An interesting fact

book for the researcher is the three appendices.

is that from January 1942 to June 1942 approxi‐

The first one lists the military museums and their

mately four hundred merchant ships were sunk

locations in Virginia; the second one lists the mili‐

along the East Coast from Florida to New York (p.

tary installations in Virginia during the period

73). This figure does not include the ships sunk in

1938-45; and the third contains historical re‐

the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, or off the New Eng‐

sources and contact information.

land coast.

All in all this is a very good book to include in

The author’s section about the home front is

your WWII library, especially if you are a Virgini‐

superb. In the first chapter of this section he dis‐

an or a historian. It is highly recommended.
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