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and political leadership in peacetime had an obli‐
gation to assume the corresponding burden of
sacrifice in war. This attitude set McAdams apart
from many of his Loyola classmates who pro‐
fessed “hawkish” attitudes toward the war while
going out of their way to evade the draft.
McAdams’s ability to recount his Vietnam ex‐
periences against the backdrop of political and so‐
cial unrest in the United States guarantees that his
memoir will resonate with many diverse audi‐
ences. Casual readers and nonspecialists will find
it an eminently readable war story. Professional
scholars will appreciate the book as a compelling
historical document and a testimonial to the gen‐
erational and cultural fragmentation of American
society in the 1960s. In a similar vein, students of
military culture would do well to read McAdams’s
memoir alongside Aaron O’Connell’s recently pub‐
lished monograph, Underdogs: The Making of the
Modern Marine Corps (2012) on the development
of the Marine Corps’ corporate identity from the
Second World War to the early 1960s, as
McAdams’s account provides a fascinating “bot‐
tom-up” perspective on the broader patterns of
cultural and institutional transformation that
O’Connell analyzes. Finally, educators will no
doubt appreciate the wide contextual aperture
through which McAdams tells his personal story,
an attribute that makes Vietnam Rough Riders an
ideal book to assign to an undergraduate class on
the history of the Vietnam War or America in the
1960s. A classic of the war memoir genre,
McAdams’s book deserves to take its place along‐
side the most prominent personal accounts of
modern conflict.
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