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predictions. Azzolini’s study offers a suggestive in‐
troduction to that Renaissance world, to an epoch
when the stars still shaped people’s lives and de‐
termined their fates.
In summary, not only is this book highly in‐
formative concerning the intellectual dimension
of Renaissance astrology, but it also demonstrates
how intellectual history can serve social and polit‐
ical history (e.g., family history and diplomatic
history) and, vice versa, how the history of scien‐
tific disciplines might complement traditional his‐
tory opening up new perspectives. Azzolini’s in‐
terdisciplinary research is firmly rooted in a thor‐
ough investigation of primary sources related to
the vicissitudes of Renaissance Milan that have so
far escaped historical attention. On the basis of as‐
trological and medical manuscripts, letters and
dedications to protectors, astrological charts and
prognostics, and medical reports, Azzolini re‐
counts the history of the Italian Quattrocento
from an original viewpoint, namely, that of a dy‐
nasty, for which the private and the public
spheres could not be kept apart, and its interac‐
tions with astrologers. This innovative use of
sources permits her to overcome the difficulty to
investigate scientific practices of the past. Her pre‐
sentation of the everyday activity of forgotten
practitioners and their patrons achieves an amaz‐
ing degree of detail, and shall serve as a model for
further comparative studies on early modern sci‐
entific culture.
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