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This richly researched and passionate study takes
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ference” (p. 349). The major differences explored

tory with a heart and demography in spatial and

include: infant and child mortality (highest

historical context. Sherry H. Olson and Patricia A.
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and important, visible because of the wide range
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tories taken following a death and at some other
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patterns clearer, though I found some tables con‐
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deed, for most records of anything other than a

practices, and songs throughout the book. It is the

listing by letters of the alphabet. To cover this pe‐

individual family stories and the ways they are re‐
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counted that I found to be the most original and
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Behind the rich stories of individual families
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presented throughout the book and their truth
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public displays and contests around issues of eth‐

their definition of what culture means seemed to

nicity and religion. I found the earlier chapters

me to slip between acting as a synonym for eth‐

stronger than the later ones. Across these chap‐

nicity, reflecting a machine readable variable

ters the book’s strengths lie in the ways they draw

combining ethnicity and religion, and acknowl‐

on their diverse sampling strategies to present

edging cultures as complex sets of practices and

dominant patterns and individual stories in the
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that suggest the cultural productions of difference

know profoundly. I particularly liked their pre‐

through images, as in the image of Peter Murphy
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attacking his wife, that go unmentioned in the
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text. I also thought that the question of sexual re‐
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lations and sexuality might have been explored

ing “interfaces, nourishing the continual creation
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sions at the heart of urban development.

These quibbles aside, this is a marvelous

I read this book as a Montreal historian much

book. It will be of interest to urban and historical

indebted to the work of both authors. I also read it

geographers, demographers, historians of families

as a feminist family historian, not a geographer. I

of cities and of Montreal, and all Montrealers in‐

think the book gives a superb sense of the city’s

terested in the history of their city.

urban geography and built environment and their

19th&#160;

transformations over the nineteenth century. I
was frustrated at times by the ways their concern
with justifying their methodology and presenting

-

it as a model took precedence over the richness of

-

their evidence. Culture is a central category in

(p. 349)&#160;

their analysis, yet I was uncomfortable about its
usage for several reasons. First, the study appears

,

to presume the three ethnic-religious groups

,

whose differences it seeks to elucidate. Second,

(64)&#160;

while combining all Montreal Protestants in one

s

category produces the numbers necessary for var‐
ious statistical analyses, it ignores the ways in

,

which Montrealers of Scottish, American, British,

of&#160;

or Irish origin distinguished themselves culturally

”

from each other as well as potential differences in

,

their practices and experiences. Furthermore,
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