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ously neglected group, but she has laid the
groundwork for future treatment of these com‐
parative questions.
Finally, despite what at times almost seems
like a paean to the nuns and sisters who came to
the West, Butler readily acknowledges that they
often held the same racial, gender, and class atti‐
tudes of the dominant society. She makes clear,
for instance, that when interacting with Native
Americans, nuns regularly used racist language
and aided forced acculturation that led to “disas‐
trous changes” (pp. 242-243). Despite admissions
like these throughout the book, a more specific
and detailed probing of the negative impact creat‐
ed by the nuns’ work would balance the portrayal
and deepen the assessment. For example, how
specifically did they contribute to the dismantling
of traditional cultures and help create psychologi‐
cal and material trauma for indigenous peoples?
This too is a part of the western nuns’ legacy that
must be treated in equal detail along with their
many positive contributions.
Butler has called attention to yet another
strand of the West’s complex mix of peoples and
cultures. Her multidimensional approach, com‐
bining religion, region, and gender, challenges
stereotypes associated with nuns and sisters and
raises questions for further research. Her book
has broadened my thinking in all three areas.
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