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with recent advances in globalization and com‐
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scholar considering research in a First Nations
setting because of the ethical and methodological

One of the greatest insights from this particu‐

musings that inform her work. Finally, and most

lar work is the difference between interest groups

important, this work records an important

who often attributed different meanings of the

achievement through nonviolent means by ac‐
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vision for the youth of Grassy for whom Willow

Narrows Environmental Group (GNEG) both had
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separate interests in the blockade. Indeed, one
major problem facing negotiations regarding log‐
ging was the lack of consensus within Grassy Nar‐
rows First Nation. Outside of Grassy Narrows, the
Friends of Grassy Narrows (FGN), Christian Peace‐
maker Teams (CPT), and Rainforest Action Net‐
work (RAN) all held contrasting views of the
meanings behind activism and the proper course
of action, though the “western” organizations con‐
sidered the blockade as an environmental move‐
ment rather than one that defended Aboriginal
identities. Willow is at her best when outlining
some of the disagreements between different or‐
ganizations that supported the blockaders.
Willow makes no attempt to hide her political
and social support for the blockaders, a decision
that should encourage some debates concerning
the distance of the researcher from his or her sub‐
ject. The author defends her position pragmatical‐
ly, noting that without offering support the block‐
aders would justifiably not speak seriously with
her. This decision is a valid one, though in at‐
tempting to “give back” to the community at
Grassy she avoids sustained discussions of very
real social, political, and economic ramifications
of the colonial context that face Grassy Narrows
First Nation today. The resulting picture of Grassy
Narrows is therefore incomplete.
Strong Hearts, Native Lands is an intriguing
study of the meaning of both the land and the
protest as identity-shaping forces. Situated in a
longer historical context and theoretically in‐
formed, it sheds light on the complex nature of
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